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Here all understanding ended..give up everything you love!".of chambers rose up into the tower through smoke and fumes. In those chambers,
Licky had told him,.managed to bring a bit of magewind into the sail of a boat, though he had no idea how to combat or.old Archmage to come
crown him, and he wouldn't come. And there was no new Archmage. So he took."She gave me freedom," he said. "And I still feel that all I do is
done through her and for her. No, not for her. We can do nothing for the dead. But for...".Even if we are present at some historic event, do we
comprehend it-can we even remember it-until.He laid his hands on the seam of earth, but there was no power in them..By that time there were
many people of the Hand who knew what was afoot on Roke. Young people came there sent by them. Men and women came to be taught and to
teach. Many of these had a hard time getting there, for the spells that hid the island were stronger than ever, making it seem only a cloud, or a reef
among the breakers; and the Roke wind blew, which kept any ship from Thwil Bay unless there was a sorcerer aboard who knew how to turn that
wind. Still they came, and as the years went on a larger house was needed for the school than any in Thwil Town..Medra woke in pain, in darkness.
For a long time that was all there was. The pain came and went, the darkness remained. Once it lightened a little into a twilight in which he could
dimly see. He saw a slope running down from where he lay towards a wall of stones, across which was darkness again. But he could not get up to
walk to the wall, and presently the pain came back very sharp in his arm and hip and head. Then the darkness came around him, and then
nothing..He had not thought. He had taken the shape that came soonest to him, run to the river as an otter."For us," said Ember. "For us who live, in
hiding, neither killed nor killing. The dead are dead..He traveled far in the Archipelago, even out into the East Reach. He never went to the same
town or island twice without years between, letting his trail grow cold. Even so he began to be spoken of. The Child Taker, they called him, a
dreaded sorcerer who carried children to his island in the icy north and there sucked their blood. In villages on Way and Feikway they still tell
children about the Child Taker, as an encouragement to distrust strangers..no true speech. From now on he could talk only the language of duty: the
getting and the spending,."Dirt's easier to keep clean," he said, knowing the struggle already lost. It was true that all you had to do with a good
hard-packed clay floor was sweep it and now and then sprinkle it to keep the dust down. But it sounded silly all the same.."I know nothing," Irian
said. She stepped forward again, facing the mage directly. Tell me who I am."."Why are we wasting time here?" he demanded, as Tern let the
bucket down into the well. "Are you.The danger in trying to do good is that the mind comes to confuse the intent of goodness with the.He could eat
only in the cell, where they took his gag off. Bread and onions were what they gave.He left her at the comer of the street, a narrow, dull, somehow
sly-looking street that slanted up between featureless walls to a wooden door in a higher wall. He had put his spell on her, and she looked like a
man, though she did not feel like one. She and Ivory took each other in their arms, because after all they had been friends, companions, and he had
done all this for her. "Courage!" he said, and let her go. She walked up the street and stood before the door. She looked back then, but he was
gone..So they talked, that long winter, and others talked with them. Slowly their talk turned from.Otter was reluctant to answer. He had to like
Hound, but didn't have to trust him. "Shape-.The summer ended too soon that year. Rain came early; snow fell in autumn even as far south as Roke.
Storm followed storm, as if the winds had risen in rage against the tampering and meddling of the crafty men. Women sat together by the fire in the
lonely farmhouses; people gathered round the hearths in Thwil Town. They listened to the wind blow and the rain beat or the silence of the snow.
Outside Thwil Bay the sea thundered on the reefs and on the cliffs all round the shores of the island, a sea no boat could venture out in..OTTER
WAS THE SON of a boatwright who worked in the shipyards of Havnor Great Port. His mother.The traveler stood at the crossway and whistled
back at the reeds..She looked at him in the starlight, and said, "Tell me your name - not your true name - only what.and obeying Losen, an old habit
now, and well learned. They credited him with the powers he had.The wind rattled the dry leaves on the scrub-oak bushes. The sun was behind the
hill, and clouds were coming over in a low, grey mass.."The man's a wizard, or nearly," said Rose the witch, "a Roke wizard! You must not ask him
questions!" She was more than scandalized, she was frightened..The Windkey stood silent, but the group of men muttered, angry, and some of them
moved forward..hidden by the thicket. With my hands I pushed aside the twigs; brambles pulled at my sweater,.returned. . . The Prometheus -- my
ship -- remained on Luna. I came from there today. That's all."."You won't find out. It's all lies, shams. Old men playing games with words. I
wouldn't play their."Nais. . ." I said quietly. I dropped my hands..governments," said tall Veil in her mild voice..likely to be sung again. There old
men at the tavern talk of Morred as if they had known him when."I say to.".looking into her face.."This way, this way," Gelluk murmured. "No
harm will come to you." They came to the doorway of the.When he added that little questioning "eh?" or "neh?" to the end of what had seemed a
statement it.He had lost something and had to find it. He did not know what he had lost, but it was in the.looked at me, and reddened terribly..the
Kargish forces, who had landed in "a thousand ships" on Waymarsh and were swarming across the.I was a child and first heard The Deed of Enlad
sung. I am lost among wonders."."The girl flew away, lord," the man said unwillingly..me there. I decided not to go.".four or five times a day, it'll
heal clean, I'm sorry." She said the last honestly, though.Azver went quickly to where Irian lay beside the stream, and the others followed him. She
roused up and got to her feet, looking dull and dazed. They were standing around her, a kind of guard, when the group of thirty or more men came
past the little house and approached them. They were mostly older students; there were five or six wizard's staffs among the crowd, and the Master
Windkey led them. His thin, keen old face looked strained and weary, but he greeted the four mages courteously by their titles..born. A good deal
about Earthsea, about wizards, about Roke Island, about dragons, had begun to.way to come. And you have no wizards in the Kargish lands, I
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think.".meadows until he had touched every living beast of the great herds there. Alder had sent two.shadow. Gont Port and its bay were hidden
under the steep, knotted hills that stood above the.only by wizards trained in their use; but a good many of them, such as the symbol written on
the.Gelluk stopped and said nothing for some time, thinking, his face excited. Otter glimpsed the images in his mind: great fires blazing, burning
sticks with hands and feet, burning lumps that screamed as green wood screams in the fire..the Old Speech, Ember said, each of those trees had its
own name. You walked on, and after a time.Maybe that's what the Masters are afraid of. Maybe celibacy isn't as necessary as the Rule of
Roke.smithy. As soon as Rose got there, Diamond said, "He wants me to go study with Master Hemlock!.In return he told Veil and Ember about
the mines of Samory, and the wizard Gelluk, and Anieb the slave.."He's ten times the use and company to me my brother is," she said. "And a kind
true man, as I told you. Sir.".She broke off. I knew what she wanted to say. I remained silent..Ellua." They stood, big, indifferent; sometimes one
looked at him for a long time. Sometimes one.A century and a half after Morred's death, King Akambar, a prince of Shelieth on Way, moved the
court to Havnor and made Havnor Great Port the capital of the kingdom. More central than Enlad, Havnor was better placed for trade and for
sending out fleets to protect the Hardic islands against Kargish raids and forays..walkways visible in the abyss, above the silver decks of the
ever-steadily gliding platforms;.think of using magic to free himself or stop the men's brutality. He flung himself at them and.Diamond thought his
father meant the business -- the loggers, the sawyers, the sawmill, the chestnut groves, the pickers, the carters, the carts -- all that work and talk and
planning, complicated, adult matters. He never felt that it had much to do with him, so how was he to have as much to do with it as his father
expected? Maybe he'd find out when he grew up..his mother, brought by a carter. Diamond read it and took it to Master Hemlock, saying, "My
mother.village lane up the hill, a pack of scrawny, evil-mouthed dogs came pelting and bellowing down at.He resolved to wait and watch. Being a
patient man with a strong will, he did so for four years, till Diamond was sixteen. A big, well-grown youth, good at games and lessons, he was 'still
ruddy-faced and bright-eyed and cheerful. He had taken it hard when his voice changed, the sweet treble going all untuned and hoarse. Golden had
hoped that that was the end of his singing, but the boy went on wandering about with itinerant musicians, ballad-singers and such, learning all their
trash. That was no life for a merchant's son who was to inherit and manage his father's properties and mills and business, and Golden told him so.
"Singing time is over, son," he said. "You must think about being a man.".She knew he was right..This harmony generally prevailed through the
reign of Maharion. In the Dark Time, with no control.Three children, two boys of fifteen or sixteen and a girl of twelve, were taken by one of
Losen's patrols south of Omer, running a stolen fishing boat with the magewind. The patrol caught them only because it had a weatherworker of its
own aboard, who raised a wave to swamp the stolen boat. Taken back to Omer, one of the boys broke down and blubbered about joining the Hand.
Hearing that word, the men told them they would be tortured and burned, at which the boy cried that if they spared him he would tell them all about
the Hand, and Roke, and the great mages of Roke..So Diamond, instead of learning spells and illusions and transformations and all such gaudy
tricks, as Hemlock called them, sat in a narrow room at the back of the wizard's narrow house on a narrow back street of the old city, memorizing
long, long lists of words, words of power in the Language of the Making. Plants and parts of plants and animals and parts of animals and islands
and parts of islands, parts of ships, parts of the human body. The words never made sense, never made sentences, only lists. Long, long lists.."If
you ever tell it to anyone I'll kill you," Dragonfly said..found he could endure the music if he was dancing to it and talking and laughing while he
danced..title. Yet, restrained by the consistent teaching and practice of the school and the watchfulness.King needed some diversions..The idea of a
school for wizards made him laugh. A school for wild boars, he thought, a college.experience, for all the classes in the School cannot give a man
the experience he needs to be a."Maybe our hope is there," said the Namer..heifer follows him about like a puppy." Whatever he was doing out on
the ranges with the beeves,."What did you mean, Master Hemlock, in saying that you had protected me here?".Men chose the yoke,.All day he
stayed near the Otter's House, keeping watch on Irian, making her eat a little with.Ember usually scowled when he greeted her. She asked him
abrupt questions, listened to his.Irian had waited some hours in the Doorkeeper's chamber, a low, light, bare room with a small-paned window
looking out on the kitchen-gardens of the Great House - handsome, well-kept gardens, long rows and beds of vegetables, greens, and herbs, with
berry canes and fruit trees beyond. She saw a burly, dark-skinned man and two boys come out and weed one of the vegetable plots. It eased her
mind to watch their careful work. She wished she could help them at it. The waiting and the strangeness were very difficult. Once the Doorkeeper
came in, bringing her a plate with cold meat and bread and scallions, and she ate because he told her to eat, but chewing and swallowing were hard
work. The gardeners went away and there was nothing to watch out the window but the cabbages growing and the sparrows hopping, and now and
then a hawk far up in the sky, and the wind moving softly in the tops of tall trees, on beyond the gardens..Losen shouted, beating his paralyzed legs
with his weak hands..Berry went and fetched his sister, after he had heard Sunbright's tale at the tavern, and San's version of it, and several other
versions already current. In the best of them, Otak had towered up ten feet tall and struck Sunbright into a lump of coal with lightning, before
foaming at the mouth, turning blue, and collapsing in a heap..choppy seas, but never a storm or a troublesome wind. They put off and took on cargo
at ports on.the cattle-speed the work! He's given us surety of payment. So you'll sleep in the chimney corner,.imagined and found startling,
unwelcome, even painful, altering all her beliefs..and feelings in the Grove, and troubled that any thought or feeling could have troubled her
there..He gave a sharp look at his staff, which leaned in the corner behind the door. He put the eggs in the larder, ate an apple quickly because he
was hungry, and took his staff. It was yew, bound at the foot with copper, worn to silk at the grip. Nemmerle had given it to him.."Hoary?" said the
Patterner..edge of the universe. Beyond that was only rumor and dream..She nodded.."I haven't practiced ever since I left, Darkrose," he said. "But
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the music was always in my head, and you...." She reached out her hands to him. They knelt facing, the willow-leaves moving across their hair.
They kissed each other, timidly at first..So the pattern of the years was set for Tern. In the late spring he would go out in Hopeful, seeking and
finding people for the school on Roke-children and young people, mostly, who had a gift of magic, and sometimes grown men or women. Most of
the children were poor, and though he took none against their will, their parents or masters seldom knew the truth: Tern was a fisherman wanting a
boy to work on his boat, or a girl to train in the weaving sheds, or he was buying slaves for his lord on another island. If they sent a child with him
to give it opportunity, or sold a child out of poverty to work for him, he paid them in true ivory; if they sold a child to him as a slave, he paid them
in gold, and was gone by the next day, when the gold turned back into cow dung..to speak a Summoning instead, and the spell had begun to work
before he realised what he was doing.who had looked at him. He saw her eyes..had not said anything for a week or so, a cold, wet week of autumn.
He said, "You might keep some.century, in the Inner Lands of the Archipelago, only village women kept up rituals and offerings.do that, sir, I'll do
your things with mine," she said..Hound sniffed, sighed, nodded..their camping place he saw the four stars of the Forge come out above the western
hills.."Ivory! That fellow that studied with the Hand? Is he here?" the Changer demanded of Irian,
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