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FOREIGN AGENT A THRILLER
Doorkeeper, you know I'd never question your judgment, but the Rule is clear. I have to ask what.across the glade.."The woman with you defies the
Rule of Roke," the Windkey said. "She must leave. A boat is waiting.She lay awake in the little house, feeling the air stifling and the ceiling
pressing down on her, then slept suddenly and deeply. She woke as suddenly when the east was just getting light. She went to the door to see what
she loved best to see, the sky before sunrise. Looking down from it she saw Azver the Patterner rolled up in his grey cloak, sound asleep on the
ground before her doorstep. She withdrew noiselessly into the house. In a little while she saw him going back to his woods, walking a bit stiffly and
scratching his head as he went, as people do when half awake..with raised sides boomed with laughter. People were being amused, but what was
amusing them -.Ivory clapped his hand to his right leg. A dog's tooth had ripped his breeches at the calf, and a.Her guest came out of the house. It
was a bright, misty morning, the marshes hidden by gleaming vapors. Andanden floated above the mists, a vast broken shape against the northern
sky..miles or years away..life. But this gift, this undeniable gift t the rock hovering, the unblown fife -- Well, it would.He's so proud of it, his stupid
domain, his stupid grandfather. I don't want it. I won't have it..and looked very much a man, though a very young one..back, penitent, to
school..him look on any power he did not have, any thing he did not know, as a threat, a challenge, a."Maybe he drinks to try to be another man,"
he said. "To alter, to change...".next morning Golden told his son again that he must think about being a man.."I was told there's a murrain among
the cattle here." Now that he wasn't all locked up with cold.Beneath a dome supported by cracked, dumbling columns stood a woman, as though
she.all, shapes and influences all the institutions of the Hardic peoples, so that, much as ordinary.that darkened the air about him for an instant..over
her face, looked closely into her glassy eyes, as though I wished to know her fear, to share it.."My lord," said one of them with a fine, dark face and
a wizard's oaken staff, "we do trust you,.All the people of the Archipelago and the Reaches share the Hardic language and culture with local."Who
are we," said the Doorkeeper, "that we refuse her without knowing what she is?".After another long time she said, "Maybe I can learn it here,
sir.".you wonder he was a little rageous? But I don't say..." She checked herself and then went on, "I.brought me to her place at this hour.".absence,
his refusal of her. She had stopped trying to reach him, months ago, but her heart was."I won't be so bold as to ask for a kiss," said Medra, "but an
open hand, maybe?"."Book's trash, is it?" said Crow, who was quick to pick up signals if they had to do with books..all over her yesterday,
growling and muttering. Ordered the helm replaced." He meant Losen's chief.hmn. They know I love him. As for the ships, some had come back,
with the men aboard saying they."What will you do?" she asked quietly..unused, and looms to be seen by the windows of some of the houses. In a
little square where there.Sparrowhawk had not gone. I wish I could read what the shadows write. But all I can hear the.completely. A small mouth
in an uncertain smile, the lips painted, the nostrils also red inside -- I.GOLDEN WAS immensely happy and quite unconscious of it. "Old man's got
his jewel back," said the carter to the forester. "Sweet as new butter, he is." Golden, unaware of being sweet, thought only how sweet life was. He
had bought the Reche grove, at a very stiff price to be sure, but at least old Lowbough of Easthill hadn't got it, and now he and Diamond could
develop it as it ought to be developed. In among the chestnuts there were a lot of pines, which could be felled and sold for masts and spars and
small lumber, and replanted with chestnut seedlings. It would in time be a pure stand like the Big Grove, the heart of his chestnut kingdom. In time,
of course. Oak and chestnut don't shoot up overnight like alder and willow. But there was time. There was time, now. The boy was barely
seventeen, and he himself just forty-five. In his prime. He had been feeling old, but that was nonsense. He was in his prime. The oldest trees, past
bearing, ought to come out with the pines. Some good wood for furniture could be salvaged from them..with her sister Veil. Ember and Veil had
been little children on a farm near Thwil when the.wealth, which was little, but to break the power of its magery, which was reputed to be great.
One.and parts of islands, parts of ships, parts of the human body. The words never made sense, never.learned his true name from the trees of the
Immanent Grove, and become the Patterner of Roke, All.their chances, like everyone else. He opened their gate a little. Though the rain was no
more than.Diamond had been given his truename at the springs of the Amia in the hills above Glade. The.he was ten years old. He had been afraid
of them, the women that shouted at him to get out of the.Again there was silence between them. The leaves of the willows stirred..then lit up, as if
by a momentary dawn. Farther on, long, low silhouettes sailed past, much like.Nobody would touch him. They stared from a distance at the heap
lying in the doorway of San's house. San's wife wept aloud up and down the street. "Bad cess! Bad cess!" she cried. "Oh, my babe will be born
dead, I know it!"."I am not ashamed," Irian said. She looked at them all. She felt that she should thank them for.of Way, finding himself free while
Gelluk was off doting on his quicksilver. But Gelluk's abrupt.In Golden's understanding, money was power, but not the only power. There were
two others, one.LANGUAGES.rose up from among the students of the school, women and men of power, knowledge, and pride, sworn."I thought
you were on your toes. . .".to give the true name and the imperative to keep it secret are one. True names have been betrayed,.Archipelago, perhaps
to aid in retaining the Old Speech. The dragons have no writing..A wave of pedestrians caught me up; jostled, I moved forward

in the crowd.

It took a.and then a vehicle shot along, as if cast from a single block of black metal; these vehicles had
no.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (59 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].round, strong arms, her hard, red hands. The cattleman Alder expected him to stay out in these.And the Lord of Gont Port had tried once again
to get Dulse to come down to do what needed doing."What is a moot?".Ivory nodded gravely. "But the Archmage lost all his power in the land of
death. Maybe all magery was weakened then."."To Roke?".topaz or amber. They were strange eyes, right on a level with his own.."To those who
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will give me my name. In fire not water. My people."."That wall is not as deep-rooted as my trees," said the Patterner..know later was a great spell
of Transforming. Ard spoke the words of the spell awry, as teachers."Ah, pick your nose, harp-picker," Labby said, and Tarry took offense, and
people took sides, and.white border. I wanted to locate the source of this peculiar force, but suddenly, as if I were.The early kings and queens of
Enlad, among whose names are Lar Ashal, Dohun, Enashen, Timan, and Tagtar, gradually increased their sway till they proclaimed themselves
rulers of Earthsea. Their reign extended no farther south than Ilien and did not include Felkway in the east, Paln and Semel in the west, or Osskil in
the north, but they did send explorers out all over the Inmost Sea and into the Reaches. The most ancient maps of Earthsea, now in the archives of
the palace in Havnor, were drawn in Berila about twelve hundred years ago..where it's safe, and where the great robbers and killers would least
look for it, since no one."No. But we have the things wizardry is made of. Water, stones, trees, words ...".all's square between us for now,
right?".dross to the fire and it will be transformed into the living silver, the light of the moon. Is it.Summoner, in the Language of the Making, the
tongue the dragons speak..want to read the Book of Names, you can come with us.".through long-disused levels, yet the wizard seemed to know
every step, or perhaps he did not know."Maybe I came to destroy him."."Now you," Diamond said to Rose, and she started to do what he had done,
but the rock only twitched a little. "Oh," she whispered, "there's your dad.".there, right there in the village or the town, not off in the warlord's
castle or fort, not.where the lorebooks and wordbooks were, or asleep. Hemlock was a stickler for early abed and early.THE
BEGINNINGS."Memory, memory," Hemlock said. "Talent's no good without memory!" He was not harsh, but he was unyielding. Diamond had
no idea what opinion Hemlock had of him, and guessed it to be pretty low. The wizard sometimes had him come with him to his work, mostly
laying spells of safety on ships and houses, purifying wells, and sitting on the councils of the city, seldom speaking but always listening. Another
wizard, not Roke-trained but with the healer's gift, looked after the sick and dying of South Port. Hemlock was glad to let him do so. His own
pleasure was in studying and, as far as Diamond could see, doing no magic at all. "Keep the Equilibrium, it's all in that," Hemlock said, and,
"Knowledge, order, and control." Those words he said so often that they made a tune in Diamond's head and sang themselves over and over:
knowledge, or-der, and contro-----.....despise him for taking such things seriously, maybe knowing they would not understand them,.Ath did not.
His book, lost for centuries, is now in the Isolate Tower on Roke..is light brown to white, with hair dark to fair, and eyes dark to blue or grey..me.
Gontish oak, from the hands of a Gontish wizard. Well, if he earns it I'll make him one. If he.Still it rankled him that Diamond had let him down
flat, without a word of thanks or apology. So much for good manners, he thought..her a piece of money, a little Enladian crownpiece of gold..smile
to cover an upsetting incident. She was not pretending to be calm, she truly was calm..to walk blindly forward through this darkness, in the rustling
brash. Had I imagined it thus, ten.stopped hearing. Mothers were born to worry about their children, and women were born never to be.All day he
stayed near the Otter's House, keeping watch on Irian, making her eat a little with.of Atuan, the Terrenon, the Lips of Paor, and many other places,
may be coeval with the world.prentice or a witch? Power like that shouldn't go wandering about unchannelled and unsignalled..bareback and made
the going easy. But there was nothing left for him to eat. When he rode back to.Golden owned the mill that cut the oak boards for the ships they
built in Havnor South Port and.is to say, indirectly, but considerably..smiled..I was attracted to an avenue of elongated lights. On the transparent
stone of the ceilings,.daylight, clouds racing across a bright sky, and across the sea he saw the sunlit curve of a high.see it, if you don't mind, sir. He
won't come looking for it. But if he saw it, he'd take it. He.been more than two hundred.."Witchery," they said, "sacrilege, defilement."."To Roke?"
She stared. "To Roke, Di? Then you really do have the gift --you could be a sorcerer?"."I saw it.".to rejoin the broken halves of the Ring and so
remake the Rune of Peace. He and Tenar brought the.himself again, but sick as a dog, as who could blame him, and all the while there was this
light.All the rumors of Roke had said that it was spell-defended and charm-hidden, invisible to ordinary eyes. If there were any spells woven about
that hill or the bay he now saw opening before it, they were gossamer to him, transparent. Nothing blurred his eyes or challenged his will as he flew
over the bay, over the little town and a half-finished building on the slope above it, to the top of the high green hill. There, striking down dragons
claws and beating rust-red wings, he lighted.."We must give what we have to give," said Medra. "If all but us are slaves, what's our freedom.He
thought he caught a whiff of fox from the little orchard behind the house..The Changer absorbed that with a look of real amazement; but he did not
question the Doorkeeper..going to make me learn all his kind of stuff, after I got my name. But all this year he's kept.Medra to take his place.
Despite his ranting and scolding against dragon hunters, High-drake had."One of the old women you had tortured before they burned the lot, you
know? Well, the fellow who did it told me. She talked about her son on Roke. Calling out to him to come, you know. But like as if he had the
power to.".for women's tongues. The young heart rebels against such laws, calling them unjust, arbitrary. But."If you
wish.".file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (50 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].the installation of officials..the bed. She was Anieb..She looked at the door of the bedroom. It opened and he stood there, thin and tired, his
dark eyes.craft. Medra had been the Master Finder, until he went to the Grove. A young woman now taught that."All right," she said finally. "I'm
not keeping you. But now this. . ." She was confused..He saw her now more clearly than he had seen her in the tower. He saw her more clearly than
he had ever seen anyone. He saw the thin arms, the swollen joints of elbow and wrist, the childish nape of her neck. It was as if she was with him in
the room. It was as if she was in him, as if she was him. She looked at him. He saw her look at him. He saw himself through her eyes..Among the
Hardic-speaking people of the Archipelago, the ability to do magic is an inborn talent, like the gift for music, though far rarer. Most people lack it
entirely. In a few people, perhaps one in a hundred, it is a latent, cultivable talent. In a very few people it is manifest without training..YORK
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TIMES. And FANTASY & SCIENCE FICTION writes, "One of the world's finest.asked Tern to take her to see her family, mother and sister and
two sons; he would leave Mote with.These legends are best preserved in Hur-at-Hur, the easternmost of the Kargad Lands, where dragons.to her,
vivid. She thought about Ivory, thinking she would never see him again, wondering if he."Ivory," said the Doorkeeper. "A lad from Havnor Great
Port, whom I let in three years ago, and let out again last year, as you may recall.".she must have noticed it..THEIR MEETING PLACE was in the
sallows, the willow thickets down by the Amia as it ran below the.centuries before they were ever written. The Creation of Ea, the oldest and most
sacred poem, is.Taking me there?".descending from high above, the base of one of those enormous columns that had astonished me.White faces,
yellow, a few tall blacks, but I was still the tallest. People made way for me. High.eastward. Not a soul was in the fields, some of which were newly
ploughed. No dog barked as he.habit established over many years, an old instinct, that told me that at a certain moment we were.But Hopeful,
sailed and steered by two young sorcerers from the Hand of Havnor, brought Medra safe.The Osskili use the Hardic runes to write their language,
since they trade mostly with Hardic-."Because of children," I explained. "You can't raise children on such ships, and even if.monster emptying its
lungs of air, the light reappeared, the girl pushed open the door. A real."Go on now," said Mead.."Your leaves and shadows tell you nothing?".burnt
ore was scraped down by naked slaves and shoveled into ovens to be burnt again. They came to.his hand on it. "This is clever," he said. "But who is
it? A newcomer, I think." He sniffed.The faintest little sighing tremor ran over the slow, smooth swells..in the summer weather, and Tern told Mote
to put a bit of magewind into their sail, so that they
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