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The merchant went out and returned to the old woman, who, seeing him changed of colour, said to him, 'What did he ask thee, [may God confound]
his hoariness?' So he acquainted her with the case and she said to him, 'Fear not; I will bring thee forth of this [strait].' Quoth he, 'God requite thee
with good!' And she said, 'To-morrow go to him with a stout heart and say, "The answer to that whereof thou askest me is that thou put the heads of
two staves into one of the holes; then take the other two staves and lay them across the middle of the first two and stop with their heads the second
hole and with their butts the fourth hole. Then take the butts of the first two staves and stop with them the third hole."' (232).So he returned to his
mother (and indeed his spirit was broken), and related to her that which had happened to him and what had betided him from his friends, how they,
had neither shared with him nor requited him with speech. "O Aboulhusn," answered she, "on this wise are the sons (5)of this time: if thou have
aught, they make much of thee, (6) and if thou have nought, they put thee away [from them]." And she went on to condole with him, what while he
bewailed himself and his tears flowed and he repeated the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? The raven of parting croaks loud at our door; Alas, for our
raven cleaves fast to us aye!.? ? ? ? ? f. The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince dcxii.Then she arose and returned to her chamber..?Story of King
Bihkerd..When the messenger came to King Azadbekht and he read the letter and the present was laid before him, he rejoiced with an exceeding
joy and occupied himself with eating and drinking, hour after hour. But the chief Vizier of his Viziers came to him and said, "0 king, know that
Isfehend the Vizier is thine enemy, for that his soul liketh not that which thou hast done with him, and the message that he hath sent thee [is a trick;
so] rejoice thou not therein, neither be thou deluded by the sweetness of his words and the softness of his speech." The king hearkened [not] to his
Vizier's speech, but made light of the matter and presently, [dismissing it from his thought], busied himself with that which he was about of eating
and drinking and merrymaking and delight.As for Aboulhusn, he gave not over sleeping till God the Most High brought on the morning, when he
awoke, crying out and saying, "Ho, Tuffaheh! Ho, Rahet el Culoub! Ho, Miskeh! Ho, Tuhfeh!" And he gave not over calling upon the slave-girls
till his mother heard him calling upon strange damsels and rising, came to him and said, "The name of God encompass thee! Arise, O my son, O
Aboulhusn! Thou dreamest." So he opened his eyes and finding an old woman at his head, raised his eyes and said to her, "Who art thou?" Quoth
she, "I am thy mother;" and he answered, "Thou liest! I am the Commander of the Faithful, the Vicar of God." Whereupon his mother cried out and
said to him, "God preserve thy reason! Be silent, O my son, and cause not the loss of our lives and the spoiling of thy wealth, [as will assuredly
betide,] if any hear this talk and carry it to the Khalif.".The old man kissed his hand and went away; whereupon quoth Er Reshid to him, 'O Ishac,
who is yonder man and what is his occasion?' 'O my lord,' answered the other, 'this is a man called Said the Slave-dealer, and he it is who buyeth us
slave-girls and mamelukes. (169) He avoucheth that with him is a fair [slave-girl, a] lutanist, whom he hath withheld from sale, for that he could
not fairly sell her till he had shown her to me.' 'Let us go to him,' said the Khalif,'so we may look on her, by way of diversion, and see what is in the
slave-dealer's barrack of slave-girls.' And Ishac answered, 'Commandment belongeth to God and to the Commander of the Faithful.' Then he went
on before them and they followed in his track till they came to the slave-dealer's barrack and found it high of building and spacious of continence,
with sleeping-cells and chambers therein, after the number of the slave-girls, and folk sitting upon the benches..Now the dancing of Iblis pleased
Queen Es Shuhba and she said to him, 'By Allah, this is a goodly dancing!' He thanked her for this and said to Tuhfeh, 'O Tuhfeh, there is not on
the face of the earth a skilfuller than Ishac en Nedim; but thou art more skilful than he. Indeed, I have been present with him many a time and have
shown him passages (234) on the lute, and there have betided me such and such things with him. (235) Indeed, the story of my dealings with him is
a long one and this is no time to repeat it; but now I would fain show thee a passage on the lute, whereby thou shall be exalted over all the folk.'
Quoth she to him, 'Do what seemeth good to thee.' So he took the lute and played thereon on wondrous wise, with rare divisions and extraordinary
modulations, and showed her a passage she knew not; and this was liefer to her than all that she had gotten. Then she took the lute from him and
playing thereon, [sang and] presently returned to the passage that he had shown her; and he said, 'By Allah, thou singest better than I!' As for
Tuhfeh, it was made manifest to her that her former usance (236) was all of it wrong and that what she had learnt from the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis
was the origin and foundation [of all perfection] in the art. So she rejoiced in that which she had gotten of [new skill in] touching the lute far more
than in all that had fallen to her lot of wealth and raiment and kissed the Sheikh's hand..When he had made an end of his verses, he folded the letter
and gave it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to Mariyeh. When she came into the princess's presence, she saluted her; but Mariyeh returned
not her salutation and she said, "O my lady, how hard is thy heart that thou grudgest to return the salutation! Take this letter, for that it is the last of
that which shall come to thee from him." Quoth Mariyeh, "Take my warning and never again enter my palace, or it will be the cause of thy
destruction; for I am certified that thou purposest my dishonour. So get thee gone from me." And she commanded to beat the nurse; whereupon the
latter went forth fleeing from her presence, changed of colour and absent of wits, and gave not over going till she came to the house of El
Abbas..After that, there appeared a queen, never saw eyes a goodlier than she nor than her attributes; she was clad in rich raiment, embroidered
with pearls and jewels, and on her head was a crown set with various kinds of pearls and jewels. About her were five hundred slave-girls,
high-bosomed maids, as they were moons, screening her, right and left, and she among them as she were the moon on the night of its full, for that
she was the most of them in majesty and dignity. She gave not over walking, till she came to Tuhfeh, whom she found gazing on her in amazement;
and when the latter saw her turn to her, she rose to her, standing on her feet, and saluted her and kissed the earth before her..Then I arose and fared
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on a day and a night, till I came to the house of my master, who saw me pale and disfeatured for fear and hunger. He rejoiced in my return and said
to me, 'By Allah, thou hast made my heart ache on thine account; for I went and finding the tree torn up by the roots, doubted not but the elephants
had destroyed thee. Tell me then how it was with thee.' So I told him what had befallen me and he marvelled exceedingly and rejoiced, saying,
'Knowst thou where this hill is?' 'Yes, O my lord,' answered I. So he took me up with him on an elephant and we rode till we came to the elephants'
burial-place..The first to take the cup was Iblis the Accursed, who said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, sing over my cup.' So she took the lute and touching
it, sang the following verses:.Then she walked in the garden till she came to a pavilion, lofty of building and wide of continence, never saw mortal
nor heard of a goodlier than it [So she entered] and found herself in a long corridor, which led to a bath goodlier than that whereof it hath been
spoken, and the cisterns thereof were full of rose-water mingled with musk. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! Indeed, this (210) is
none other than a mighty king.' Then she put off her clothes and washed her body and made her ablution, after the fullest fashion, (211) and prayed
that which was due from her of prayer from the evening [of the previous day]. (212) When the sun rose upon the gate of the garden and she saw the
wonders thereof, with that which was therein of all manner flowers and streams, and heard the voices of its birds, she marvelled at what she saw of
the surpassing goodliness of its ordinance and the beauty of its disposition and sat meditating the affair of Er Reshid and pondering what was come
of him after her. Her tears ran down upon her cheek and the zephyr blew on her; so she slept and knew no more till she felt a breath on her cheek,
whereupon she awoke in affright and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her face, and with her her sisters, who said to her, 'Arise, for the sun hath
set.'.[On this wise he abode a pretty while] and the days ceased not and the nights to transport him from country to country, till he came to the land
of the Greeks and lighted down in a city of the cities thereof, wherein was Galen the Sage; but the weaver knew him not, nor was he ware who he
was. So he went forth, according to his wont, in quest of a place where the folk might assemble together, and hired Galen's courtyard. (20) There he
spread his carpet and setting out thereon his drugs and instruments of medicine, praised himself and his skill and vaunted himself of understanding
such as none but he might claim..117. The Righteousness of King Anoushirwan cccclxiv.? ? ? ? ? No sin is there in drinking of wine, for it affords
All that's foretold (117) of union and love and happy cheer.."He shall not come in to me. Who is at the door, other than he?" "Heman ben Ghalib el
Ferezdec," (55) answered Adi; and Omar said, "It is he who saith, glorying in adultery ..." [And he repeated the following verses:].39. Yehya ben
Khalid and the Man who forged a Letter in his Name ccvi.? ? ? ? ? But on no wise was I affrayed nor turned from love of her; So let the railer rave
of her henceforth his heart's content..So the youth returned to his house, and indeed the world was grown black in his eyes and he said, 'My father
said sooth.' Then he opened the chamber door and piling up the bricks under his feet, put the rope about his neck and kicked away the bricks and
swung himself off; whereupon the rope gave way with him [and he fell] to the ground and the ceiling clove in sunder and there poured down on
him wealth galore, So he knew that his father meant to discipline (226) him by means of this and invoked God's mercy on him. Then he got him
again that which he had sold of lands and houses and what not else and became once more in good case. Moreover, his friends returned to him and
he entertained them some days..Then he turned to the viziers and said to them, "Out on ye! What liars ye are! What excuse is left you?" "O king,"
answered they, "there abideth no excuse for us and our sin hath fallen upon us and broken us in pieces. Indeed we purposed evil to this youth and it
hath reverted upon us, and we plotted mischief against him and it hath overtaken us; yea, we digged a pit for him and have fallen ourselves
therein." So the king bade hoist up the viziers upon the gibbets and crucify them there, for that God is just and ordaineth that which is right. Then
Azadbekht and his wife and son abode in joyance and contentment, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and they died all; and extolled
be the perfection of the [Ever-]Living One, who dieth not, to whom be glory and whose mercy be upon us for ever and ever! Amen..? ? ? ? ? Yea,
horses hath he brought, full fair of shape and hue, Whose collars, anklet-like, ring to the bridle-rein..The servant said no more to him, but, when it
was morning, he acquainted a number of the king's servants with this and they said, 'This is an opportunity for us. Come let us assemble together
and acquaint the king with this, so the young merchant may lose favour with him and he rid us of him and we be at rest from him.' So they
assembled together and going in to the king, said to him, 'We have a warning we would give thee.' Quoth he, 'And what is your warning?' And they
said, 'Yonder youth, the merchant, whom thou hast taken into favour and whose rank thou hast exalted above the chiefs of the people of thy
household, we saw yesterday draw his sword and offer to fall upon thee, so he might slay thee.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and
he said to them, 'Have ye proof of this?' Quoth they, 'What proof wouldst thou have? If thou desire this, feign thyself drunken again this night and
lie down, as if asleep, and watch him, and thou wilt see with thine eyes all that we have named to thee.'.As time went on, the boy, the son of the
king, grew up and fell to stopping the way (99) with the thieves, and they used to carry him with them, whenas they went a-thieving. They sallied
forth one day upon a caravan in the land of Seistan, and there were in that caravan strong and valiant men and with them merchandise galore. Now
they had heard that in that land were thieves; so they gathered themselves together and made ready their arms and sent out spies, who returned and
gave them news of the thieves. Accordingly, they prepared for battle, and when the robbers drew near the caravan, they fell in upon them and they
fought a sore battle. At last the folk of the caravan overmastered the thieves, by dint of numbers, and slew some of them, whilst the others fled.
Moreover they took the boy, the son of King Azadbekht, and seeing him as he were the moon, possessed of beauty and grace, brightfaced and
comely of fashion, questioned him, saying, "Who is thy father, and how camest thou with these thieves?" And he answered, saying, "I am the son
of the captain of the thieves." So they took him and carried him to the capital of his father King Azadbekht.? ? ? ? ? Between mine eyes and wake
ye have your dwelling-place, and thus My tears flow on unceasingly, my sighs know no relent..18. The Thief and his Monkey clii.Then he
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conferred on him a dress of honour and engaged to him for the completion of the dowry and sent to his father, giving him the glad news and
comforting his heart with [the tidings of] his son's safety; after which he said to Bihzad, Arise, O my son, and go to thy father.' 'O king,' rejoined
the prince, 'complete thy kindness to me by [hastening] my going-in to my wife; for, if I go back to my father, till he send a messenger and he
return, promising me, the time will be long.' The king laughed and marvelled at him and said to him, 'I fear for thee from this haste, lest thou come
to shame and attain not thy desire.' Then he gave him wealth galore and wrote him letters, commending him to the father of the princess, and
despatched him to them. When he drew near their country, the king came forth to meet him with the people of his realm and assigned him a
handsome lodging and bade hasten the going-in of his daughter to him, in compliance with the other king's letter. Moreover, he advised the prince's
father [of his son's coming] and they busied themselves with the affair of the damsel..? ? ? ? ? If I must die, then welcome death to heal My woes;
'twere lighter than the pangs I feel..? ? ? ? ? I shut myself up with my love; no spy betwixt us was; We feared no enemies' despite, no envious
neighbour's hate..Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor e'er, i. 49..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother cli.? ? ? ? ? d. The
Tailor's Story cxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? u. The Two Sharpers who cheated each his Fellow dccccxi.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.When
she had made an end of her song, all who were present were moved to delight and El Abbas rejoiced in this. Then he bade the second damsel sing
somewhat on the like subject. So she came forward and tuning the strings of her harp, which was of balass ruby, (128) warbled a plaintive air and
improvising, sang the following verses;.? ? ? ? ? O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain; My heart is sick for sev'rance and
love-longing in vain..? ? ? ? ? Mohammed, then, I do confess, God's chosen prophet is, And every man requited is for that which he doth
say..Noureddin thanked him and they entered the slave-merchant's house. When the people of the house saw Abou Nuwas, they rose to do him
worship, for that which they knew of his station with the Commander of the Faithful. Moreover, the slave-dealer himself came up to them with two
chairs, and they seated themselves thereon. Then the slave-merchant went into the house and returning with the slave-girl, as she were a
willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, clad in a vest of damask silk and tired with a black and white turban, the ends whereof fell down over her face,
seated her on a chair of ebony; after which quoth he to those who were present, "I will discover to you a face as it were a full moon breaking forth
from under a cloud." And they said, "Do so." So he unveiled the damsel's face and behold, she was like the shining sun, with comely shape and
day-bright face and slender [waist and heavy] hips; brief, she was endowed with elegance, the description whereof existeth not, [and was] even as
saith of her the poet:.[Aforetime] I journeyed in [many] lands and climes and towns and visited the great cities and traversed the ways and [exposed
myself to] dangers and hardships. Towards the last of my life, I entered a city [of the cities of China], (155) wherein was a king of the Chosroes and
the Tubbas (156) and the Caesars. (157) Now that city had been peopled with its inhabitants by means of justice and equitable dealing; but its
[then] king was a tyrant, who despoiled souls and [did away] lives; there was no wanning oneself at his fire, (158) for that indeed he oppressed the
true believers and wasted the lands. Now he had a younger brother, who was [king] in Samarcand of the Persians, and the two kings abode a while
of time, each in his own city and place, till they yearned unto each other and the elder king despatched his vizier in quest of his younger brother..6.
Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif El Mamoun xciv.The master of police held his hand from him, saying, "Belike he is of the
kinsmen of the Commander of the Faithful," and said to the second, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him whose rank (75) time abaseth
not, and if it descend (76) one day, it will assuredly return [to its former height]; thou seest the folk [crowd] in troops to the light of his fire, some
standing around it and some sitting." So the master of the police refrained from slaying him and said to the third, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am
the son of him who plungeth through the ranks (77) with his might and correcteth (78) them with the sword, (79) so that they stand straight; (80)
his feet are not loosed from the stirrup, (81) whenas the horsemen on the day of battle are weary." So the master of police held his hand from him
also, saying, "Belike, he is the son of a champion of the Arabs.".Awake, Asleep and, i. 5..So saying, she rose [and going] to a chest, took out
therefrom six bags full of gold and said to me, "This is what I took from Amin el Hukm's house. So, if thou wilt, restore it; else the whole is
lawfully thine; and if thou desire other than this, [thou shalt have it;] for I have wealth in plenty and I had no design in this but to marry thee." Then
she arose and opening [other] chests, brought out therefrom wealth galore and I said to her, "O my sister, I have no desire for all this, nor do I covet
aught but to be quit of that wherein I am." Quoth she, "I came not forth of the [Cadi's] house without [making provision for] thine acquittance.".All
this time, the young Damascene was hearkening, and whiles he likened her voice to that of his slave-girl and whiles he put away from him this
thought, and the damsel had no whit of knowledge of him. Then she broke out again into song and chanted the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? My
outward of my inward testifies And this bears witness that that tells aright. (39).There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king
of the kings of the Persians, who was passionately addicted to the love of women. His courtiers bespoke him of the wife of a chamberlain of his
chamberlains, for that she was endowed with beauty and loveliness and perfection, and this prompted him to go in to her. When she saw him, she
knew him and said to him, 'What prompteth the king unto this that he doth?' And he answered, saying, 'Verily, I yearn after thee with an exceeding
yearning and needs must I enjoy thy favours.' And he gave her of wealth that after the like whereof women hanker; but she said, 'I cannot do that
whereof the king speaketh, for fear of my husband.' And she refused herself to him with the most rigorous of refusals and would not do his desire.
So the king went out, full of wrath, and forgot his girdle in the place..?STORY OF THE KING WHO KNEW THE QUINTESSENCE (204) OF
THINGS..When El Muradi heard of his release, he betook himself to the chief of the police and said to him, "O our lord, we are not assured from
yonder youth, [the Damascene], for that he hath been released from prison and we fear lest he complain of us." Quoth the prefect, "How shall we
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do?" And El Muradi answered, saying, "I will cast him into a calamity for thee." Then he ceased not to follow the young Damascene from place to
place till he came up with him in a strait place and a by-street without an issue; whereupon he accosted him and putting a rope about his neck, cried
out, saying, "A thief!" The folk flocked to him from all sides and fell to beating and reviling Noureddin, whilst he cried out for succour, but none
succoured him, and El Muradi still said to him, "But yesterday the Commander of the Faithful released thee and to-day thou stealest!" So the hearts
of the folk were hardened against him and El Muradi carried him to the master of police, who bade cut off his hand..All this while the Khalif was
diverting himself with watching him and laughing, and at nightfall he bade one of the slave-girls drop a piece of henbane in the cup and give it to
Aboulhusn to drink. So she did as he bade her and gave Aboulhusn the cup, whereof no sooner had he drunken than his head forewent his feet [and
he fell down, senseless]. Therewith the Khalif came forth from behind the curtain, laughing, and calling to the servant who had brought Aboulhusn
to the palace, said to him, "Carry this fellow to his own place." So Mesrour took him up [and carrying him to his own house], set him down in the
saloon. Then he went forth from him and shutting the saloon-door upon him, returned to the Khalif, who slept till the morrow..162. Aboukir the
Dyer and Abousir the Barber dccccxxx.Then said the sharper, 'O folk, this is my friend and I deposited with him a deposit, but he denieth it; so in
whom shall the folk put trust after this?' And they said, 'This (49) is a man of worth and we have found in him nought but trustiness and loyality
and good breeding, and he is endowed with understanding and generosity. Indeed, he avoucheth no falsehood, for that we have consorted with him
and mixed with him and he with us and we know the sincerity of his religion.' Then quoth one of them to the merchant, 'Harkye, such an one!
Bethink thee and consult thy memory. It may not be but that thou hast forgotten.' But he said, 'O folk, I know nothing of that which he saith, for
indeed he deposited nought with me.' And the affair was prolonged between them. Then said the sharper to the merchant, 'I am about to make a
journey and have, praised be God the Most High, wealth galore, and this money shall not escape me; but do thou swear to me.' And the folk said,
'Indeed, this man doth justice upon himself.' (50) Whereupon the merchant fell into that which he misliked (51) and came near upon [suffering] loss
and ill repute..Meanwhile, she prayed to God the Most High that He would establish her innocence in the eyes of her husband and the folk. So He
sent down upon her husband's brother a sore disease and none knew a remedy for him; wherefore he said to his brother, ' In such a city is a pious
woman, a recluse, and her prayers are answered; so do thou carry me to her, that she may pray for me and God (to whom belong might and
majesty) may make me whole of this sickness.' Accordingly, he took him up and fared on with him, till they came to the village where dwelt the
old man, who had rescued the woman from the pit and carried her to his dwelling and tended her there, [till she recovered]..El Abbas looked at
them and saw the ensigns displayed and the standards loosed and heard the drums beating; so he bade his servant saddle him a charger and look to
the girths and bring him his harness of war. Quoth Aamir, "And indeed I saw El Abbas his eyes flash and the hair of his hands stood on end, for
that indeed horsemanship (69) abode [rooted in his heart]."So he mounted his charger, whilst Aamir also bestrode a war-horse, and they went forth
with the troops and fared on two days. On the third day, after the hour of the mid-afternoon prayer, they came in sight of the enemy and the two
armies met and the ranks joined battle. The strife raged amain and sore was the smiting, whilst the dust rose in clouds and hung vaulted [over
them], so that all eyes were blinded; and they ceased not from the battle till the night overtook them, when the two hosts drew off from the mellay
and passed the night, perplexed concerning themselves [and the issue of their affair]..So saying, he fell upon her and beat her with a staff of
almond-wood, till she cried out, "[Help], O Muslims!" and he redoubled the beating upon her, till the folk heard her cries and coming to her,
[found] Aboulhusn beating her and saying to her, "O old woman of ill-omen, am I not the Commander of the Faithful? Thou hast enchanted me!"
When the folk heard his words, they said, "This man raveth," and doubted not of his madness. So they came in upon him and seizing him, pinioned
him and carried him to the hospital. Quoth the superintendant, "What aileth this youth?" And they said, "This is a madman." "By Allah," cried
Aboulhusn, "they lie against me! I am no madman, but the Commander of the Faithful." And the superintendant answered him, saying, "None lieth
but thou, O unluckiest of madmen!".May the place of my session ne'er lack thee! Oh, why, iii. 118.Ass, the Sharpers, the Money-Changer and the,
ii. 41..144. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh dclxxxviii.Then he sent for his daughter, whose name was Jemreh, and when she came, he said to her,
'Harkye, Jemreh! Know that I am going to [meet] the clans of Es Shisban and Queen Kemeriyeh and the kings of the Jinn. If I am vouchsafed the
victory over them, to Allah be the praise and thou shall have of me largesse; but, if thou see or hear that I am worsted and any come to thee with
news of me [to this effect], hasten to slay Tuhfeh, so she may fall neither to me nor to them.' Then he took leave of her and mounted, saying, 'When
this cometh about, pass over to the Crescent Mountain and take up thine abode there, and await what shall befall me and what I shall say to thee.'
And Jemreh answered with 'Hearkening and obedience.'.107. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman ccccxxiii.Think not that I forget our
trothplight after you. Nay; God to me decreed remembrance heretofore. (202).Lewdness, The Pious Woman accused of, ii. 5..Quoth I (and mine a
body is of passion all forslain), iii. 81..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police dcv.So I arose and gathering wood and planks from the
wrecks, wrought of them the semblance of a boat [to wit, a raft,] and bound it fast with ropes, saying, 'I will embark thereon and fare with this
water into the inward of the mountain. If it bring me to the mainland or to a place where I may find relief and safety, [well and good]; else I shall
[but] perish, even as my companions have perished.' Then I collected of the riches and gold and precious stuffs, cast up there, whose owners had
perished, a great matter, and of jacinths and crude ambergris and emeralds somewhat past count, and laid all this on the raft [together with what
was left me of victual]. Then I launched it on the river and seating myself upon it, put my trust in God the Most High and committed myself to the
stream..? ? ? ? ? But when ye saw my writ, the standard ye o'erthrew Of faith, your favours grudged and aught of grace denied..Say, by the
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lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, iii. 19..[So he fared on towards them] and when he drew near unto them, he knew them and they
knew him; whereupon they lighted down from their horses and saluting him, gave him joy of his safety and the folk flocked to him. When he came
to his father, they embraced and greeted each other a long time, whilst neither of them availed unto speech, for the greatness of that which betided
them of joy in reunion. Then El Abbas bade the folk mount; so they mounted and his mamelukes surrounded him and they entered Baghdad on the
most magnificent wise and in the highest worship and glory..? ? ? ? ? Yea, wonder-words I read therein, my trouble that increased And caused
emaciation wear my body to a shred..Then said she to him, "O chief of the kings, the wise say, 'The kingship is a building, whereof the troops are
the foundation,' and whenas the foundation is strong, the building endureth; wherefore it behoveth the king to strengthen the foundation, for that
they say, 'Whenas the foundation is weak, the building falleth.' On like wise it behoveth the king to care for his troops and do justice among his
subjects, even as the owner of the garden careth for his trees and cutteth away the weeds that have no profit in them; and so it behoveth the king to
look into the affairs of his subjects and fend off oppression from them. As for thee, O king," continued Shehrzad, "it behoveth thee that thy vizier
be virtuous and versed in the knowledge of the affairs of the folk and the common people; and indeed God the Most High hath named his name
(166) in the history of Moses (on whom be peace!) whenas He saith, [Quoth Moses] 'And make me a vizier of my people, Aaron [my brother].
(167) Could a vizier have been dispensed withal, Moses ben Imran had been worthier [than any of this dispensation]. (168).On the morrow, he
repaired to the druggist, who saluted him and came to meet him and rejoiced in him and smiled in his face, deeming his wife innocent. Then he
questioned him of his yesterday's case and he told him how he had fared, saying, 'O my brother, when the cuckold knocked at the door, I would
have entered the chest; but his wife forbade me and rolled me up in the rug. The man entered and thought of nothing but the chest; so he broke it
open and abode as he were a madman, going up and coming down. Then he went his way and I came out and we abode on our wonted case till
eventide, when she gave me this shirt of her husband's; and behold, I am going to her.'.? ? ? ? ? Yea, all my passion and desire and love-longing in
verse, As pearls in goodly order strung it were, I did enshrine..? ? ? ? ? His eyelids' sorcery from mine eyes hath banished sleep; since he From me
departed, nought see I except a drowsy fair. (137).When the king heard this, his wrath subsided and he said, "Carry him back to the prison till the
morrow, so we may look into his affair.".149. El Melik en Nasir and his Vizier dcxcvii.When Jaafer saw him, his reason was like to depart for
shame and he knew that the chamberlain had been deceived by the likeness of the name; and Abdulmelik also perceived how the case stood and
confusion was manifest to him in Jaafer's face. So he put on a cheerful favour and said, "No harm be upon you! (149) Bring us of these dyed
clothes." So they brought him a dyed gown (150) and he put it on and sat discoursing cheerily with Jaafer and jesting with him. Then said he, "Give
us to drink of your wine." So they poured him out a pint and he said, "Be ye indulgent with us, for we have no wont of this." Then he chatted and
jested with them till Jaafer's breast dilated and his constraint ceased from him and his shamefastness, and he rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy
and said to Abdulmelik, "What is thine errand?" Quoth the other, "I come (may God amend thee!) on three occasions, whereof I would have thee
bespeak the Khalif; to wit, firstly, I have on me a debt to the amount of a thousand thousand dirhems, (151) which I would have discharged;
secondly, I desire for my son the office of governor of a province, whereby his rank may be raised; and thirdly, I would fain have thee marry him to
a daughter of the Khalif, for that she is his cousin and he is a match for her." And Jaafer said, "God accomplished! unto thee these three occasions.
As for the money, it shall presently be carried to thy house; as for the government, I make thy son viceroy of Egypt; and as for the marriage, I give
him to wife such an one, the daughter of our Lord the Commander of the Faithful, at a dowry of such and such a sum. So depart in the assurance of
God the Most High.".Now the folk used to go in to her and salute her and crave her prayers; and it was her wont to pray for none till he had
confessed to her his sins, when she would seek pardon for him and pray for him that he might be healed, and he was straightway made whole of
sickness, by permission of God the Most High. [So, when the four sick men were brought in to her,] she knew them forthright, though they knew
her not, and said to them, ' Let each of you confess his sins, so I may crave pardon for him and pray for him.' And the brother said, 'As for me, I
required my brother's wife of herself and she refused; whereupon despite and folly (7) prompted me and I lied against her and accused her to the
townsfolk of adultery; so they stoned her and slew her unjustly and unrighteously; and this is the issue of unright and falsehood and of the slaying
of the [innocent] soul, whose slaughter God hath forbidden.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My severance to bewail in torment and dismay..When Shefikeh saw
that which betided him, she came forward and said to him, "O bountiful lord, indeed my mistress returneth not the mantle and the necklace
despitefully; but she is about to depart the world and thou hast the best right to them." "And what is the cause of this?" asked he. Quoth Shefikeh,
"Thou knowest. By Allah, never among the Arabs nor the barbarians nor among the sons of the kings saw I a harder of heart than thou! Is it a light
matter to thee that thou troublest Mariyeh's life and causest her mourn for herself and depart the world on account of (110) thy youth? Indeed, thou
wast the cause of her acquaintance with thee and now she departeth the world on thine account, she whose like God the Most High hath not created
among the daughters of the kings.".? ? ? ? ? So be thou kind to me, for love my body wasteth sore, The thrall of passion I'm become its fires
consume me quite..Then came her brother to him and said, "O Firouz, an thou wilt not acquaint me with the reason of thine anger against thy wife,
come and plead with us before the king." Quoth he, "If ye will have me plead with you, I will do so." So they went to the king and found the cadi
sitting with him; whereupon quoth the damsel's brother, "God assist our lord the cadi! I let this man on hire a high-walled garden, with a well in
good case and trees laden with fruit; but he beat down its walls and ruined its well and ate its fruits, and now he desireth to return it to me." The
cadi turned to Firouz and said to him, "What sayst thou, O youth?" And he answered, "Indeed, I delivered him the garden in the goodliest of case."
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So the cadi said to the brother, "Hath he delivered thee the garden, as he saith?" And the other replied, "No; but I desire to question him of the
reason of his returning it." Quoth the cadi, "What sayst thou, O youth?" And Firouz answered, "I returned it in my own despite, for that I entered it
one day and saw the track of the lion; wherefore I feared lest, if I entered it again, the lion should devour me. So that which I did, I did of reverence
to him and for fear of him.".Accordingly the nurse returned to El Abbas, without letter or answer; and when she came in to him, he saw that she
was troubled and noted the marks of chagrin on her face; so he said to her, "What is this plight?" Quoth she, "I cannot set out to thee that which
Mariyeh said; for indeed she charged me return to thee without letter or answer." "O nurse of kings," rejoined El Abbas, "I would have thee carry
her this letter and return not to her without it." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Our Lord, after sev'rance,
with them hath conjoined us, for he who doth good Shall ne'er disappointed abide and kindnesses kindness entail..Therewithal the damsel rose
briskly and putting off her clothes, washed and donned sumptuous apparel and perfumed herself and went out to him, as she were a willow-wand or
a bamboo-cane, followed by a black slave girl, bearing the lute. When she came to the young man, she saluted him and sat down by his side. Then
she took the lute from the slave-girl and tuning it, smote thereon in four-and-twenty modes, after which she returned to the first mode and sang the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxliii.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Ox and the Ass.Now this present was a cup of ruby, a span high and a
finger's length broad, full of fine pearls, each a mithcal (211) in weight and a bed covered with the skin of the serpent that swalloweth the elephant,
marked with spots, each the bigness of a dinar, whereon whoso sitteth shall never sicken; also an hundred thousand mithcals of Indian aloes-wood
and thirty grains of camphor, each the bigness of a pistachio-nut, and a slave-girl with her paraphernalia, a charming creature, as she were the
resplendent moon. Then the king took leave of me, commending me to the merchants and the captain of the ship, and I set out, with that which was
entrusted to my charge and my own good, and we ceased not to pass from island to island and from country to country, till we came to Baghdad,
when I entered my house and foregathered with my family and brethren..Then Selim turned to Selma and said to her, 'O sister mine, how deemest
thou of this calamity and what counsellest thou thereanent?' 'O my brother,' answered she, 'indeed I know not what I shall say concerning the like of
this; but he is not disappointed who seeketh direction [of God], nor doth he repent who taketh counsel. One getteth not the better of the traces of
burning by (68) haste, and know that this is an affliction that hath descended on us; and we have need of management to do it away, yea, and
contrivance to wash withal our shame from our faces.' And they gave not over watching the gate till break of day, when the young man opened the
door and their mother took leave of him; after which he went his way and she entered, she and her handmaid..98. The Haunted House in Baghdad
dclxxxviii.Singer and the Druggist, The, i. 229..43. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls cccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? o. The Fifteenth Officer's Story
dccccxl.When his brother saw him on this wise, he doubted not but that this had betided him by reason of severance from his people and family and
said to him, 'Come, let us go forth a-hunting.' But he refused to go with him; so the elder brother went forth to the chase, whilst the younger abode
in the pavilion aforesaid. As he was diverting himself by looking out upon the garden from the window of the palace, behold, he saw his brother's
wife and with her ten black slaves and as many slave-girls. Each slave laid hold of a damsel [and swived her] and another slave [came forth and]
did the like with the queen; and when they had done their occasions, they all returned whence they came. Therewithal there betided the King of
Samarcand exceeding wonder and solacement and he was made whole of his malady, little by little..128. The Ferryman of the Nile and the Hermit
cccclxxix.When came the night, the king summoned his vizier and bade him tell the story of the king who lost kingdom and wife and wealth.
"Hearkening and obedience," replied Er Rehwan. "Know, O king, that.N.B.-The Roman numerals denote the volume, the Arabic the page.So the
youth obeyed his father's commandment and taking him, carried him to the slave-dealer and said to the latter, 'Sell me this old man.' Quoth the
dealer, 'Who will buy this fellow, and he a man of fourscore?' Then said he to the king, 'In what crafts dost thou excel?' Quoth he, 'I know the
quintessence of jewels and I know the quintessence of horses and that of men; brief, I know the quintessence of all things.' So the dealer took him
and went about, offering him for sale to the folk; but none would buy. Presently, up came the overseer of the [Sultan's] kitchen and said, 'What is
this man?' And the dealer answered, 'This is a slave for sale.' The cook marvelled at this and bought the king for ten thousand dirhems, after
questioning him of what he could do. Then he paid down the money and carried him to his house, but dared not employ him in aught of service; so
he appointed him an allowance, such as should suffice for his livelihood, and repented him of having bought him, saying, 'What shall I do with the
like of this fellow?'.It is related that Ibn es Semmak (162) went in one day to Er Reshid and the Khalif, being athirst, called for drink. So his cup
was brought him, and when he took it, Ibn es Semmak said to him, "Softly, O Commander of the Faithful! If thou wert denied this draught, with
what wouldst thou buy it?" "With the half of my kingdom," answered the Khalif; and Ibn es Semmak said, "Drink and God prosper it to thee!"
Then, when he had drunken, he said to him, "If thou wert denied the going forth of the draught from thy body, with what wouldst thou buy its
issue?" "With the whole of my kingdom," answered Er Reshid: and Ibn es Semmak said, "O Commander of the Faithful, verily, a kingdom that
weigheth not in the balance against a draught [of water] or a voiding of urine is not worth the striving for." And Haroun wept..When Sindbad the
Sailor had made an end of his story, all who were present marvelled at that which had befallen him. Then he bade his treasurer give the porter an
hundred mithcals of gold and dismissed him, charging him return on the morrow, with the rest of the folk, to hear the history of his seventh voyage.
So the porter went away to his house, rejoicing; and on the morrow he presented himself with the rest of the guests, who sat down, as of their wont,
and occupied themselves with eating and drinking and merry-making till the end of the day, when their host bade them hearken to the story of his
seventh voyage. Quoth Sindbad the Sailor,.Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of the Man of, i. 218..? ? ? ? ? O friends, the East wind
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waxes, the morning draweth near; A plaintive voice (114) bespeaks me and I rejoice to hear..? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police
cccxliv.? ? ? ? ? She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, Blue as the stainless sky, unflecked with white;.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? nb. Story of the
Old Sharper dccccxl."Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" iii. 42..There was once a man who was exceeding cautious over
himself, and he set out one day on a journey to a land abounding in wild beasts. The caravan wherein he was came by night to the gate of a city; but
the warders refused to open to them; so they passed the night without the city, and there were lions there. The man aforesaid, of the excess of his
caution, could not fix upon a place wherein he should pass the night, for fear of the wild beasts and reptiles; so he went about seeking an empty
place wherein he might lie..? ? ? ? ? Like a sun at the end of a cane in a hill of sand, She shines in a dress of the hue of pomegranate flower.."There
was once a man of Khorassan and he had a son, whose improvement he ardently desired; but the young man sought to be alone and to remove
himself from his father's eye, so he might give himself up to pleasance and delight. So he sought of his father [leave to make] the pilgrimage to the
Holy House of God and to visit the tomb of the Prophet (whom God bless and keep!). Now between them and Mecca was a journey of five hundred
parasangs; but his father could not gainsay him, for that the law of God made this (178) incumbent on him and because of that which he hoped for
him of improvement [therefrom]. So he joined unto him a governor, in whom he trusted, and gave him much money and took leave of him. The son
set out on the holy pilgrimage (179) with the governor and abode on that wise, spending freely and using not thrift..2. The Fisherman and the Genie
viii.Still by your ruined camp a dweller I abide, ii. 209..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother xxxii.As stated In the Prefatory
Note to my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night," four printed Editions (of which three are more or less complete) exist of the Arabic text
of the original work, namely those of Calcutta (1839-42), Boulac (Cairo), Breslau (Tunis) and Calcutta (1814-18). The first two are, for purposes of
tabulation, practically identical, one whole story only, (222) of those that occur in the Calcutta (1839-42) Edition, (which is the most complete of
all,) being omitted from that of Boulac; and I have, therefore, given but one Table of Contents for these two Editions. The Breslau Edition, though
differing widely from those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac in contents, resembles them in containing the full number (a thousand and one) of
Nights, whilst that of Calcutta (1814-18) is but a fragment, comprising only the first two hundred Nights and the Voyages of Sindbad, as a separate
Tale..Then, when it was night, she brought her to me, after she had adorned her and perfumed her, and said to her, "Gainsay not this thy lord in
aught that he shall seek of thee." When she came to bed with me, I said in myself, "Verily, this damsel (216) is more generous than I!" Then I sent
away the slave-girl and drew not nigh unto her, but arose forthright and betaking myself to my wife, lay with her and did away her maidenhead.
She straightway conceived by me and accomplishing the time of her pregnancy, gave birth to this dear little daughter; in whom I rejoiced, for that
she was lovely to the utterest, and she hath inherited her mother's wit and her father's comeliness..? ? ? ? ? t. The Sandalwood Merchant and the
Sharpers dccccxcviii.? ? ? ? ? Thine honour, therefore, guard and eke thy secret keep, Nor save to one free-born and true thy case confess..? ? ? ? ?
n. The Fourteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.After this, the authorities compounded with the highwayman for his submission, and when he came
before them, they enriched him and he became in such favour with the Sultan's deputy that he used to eat and drink with him and there befell
familiar converse between them. On this wise they abode a great while, till, one day, the Sultan's deputy made a banquet, and therein, for a wonder,
was a roasted francolin, which when the robber saw, he laughed aloud. The deputy was angered against him and said to him, "What is the meaning
of thy laughter? Seest thou default [in the entertainment] or dost thou mock at us, of thy lack of breeding?" "Not so, by Allah, O my lord,"
answered the highwayman. "But I saw yonder francolin and bethought myself thereanent of an extraordinary thing; and it was on this wise. In the
days of my youth, I used to stop the way, and one day I fell in with a man, who had with him a pair of saddle-bags and money therein. So I said to
him, 'Leave these bags, for I mean to kill thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the fourth part of [that which is in] them and leave [me] the rest.' And I said, 'Needs
must I take the whole and slay thee, to boot.' Then said he, 'Take the saddle-bags and let me go my way.' But I answered, 'Needs must I slay thee.'
As we were in this contention, he and I, behold, he saw a francolin and turning to it, said, 'Bear witness against him, O francolin, that he slayeth me
unjustly and letteth me not go to my children, for all he hath gotten my money.' However, I took no pity on him neither hearkened to that which he
said, but slew him and concerned not myself with the francolin's testimony.".? ? ? ? ? O Amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects; For justice, indeed,
of thy nature's a trait..Jest of a Thief, A Merry, ii. 186..Things, The King who knew the Quintessence of, i. 239.O friends, the East wind waxeth, the
morning draweth near, iii. 123..At daybreak, my friend returned and opening the door, came in, bringing with him meat-pottage (177) and fritters
and bees' honey, (178) and said to me, 'By Allah, thou must needs excuse me, for that I was with a company and they locked the door on me and
have but now let me go.' But I returned him no answer. Then he set before me that which was with him and I ate a single mouthful and went out,
running, so haply I might overtake that which had escaped me. (179) When I came to the palace, I saw over against it eight-and-thirty gibbets set
up, whereon were eight-and-thirty men crucified, and under them eight-and-thirty concubines as they were moons. So I enquired of the reason of
the crucifixion of the men and concerning the women in question, and it was said unto me, 'The men [whom thou seest] crucified the Khalif found
with yonder damsels, who are his favourites.' When I heard this, I prostrated myself in thanksgiving to God and said, 'God requite thee with good,
O my friend!' For that, had he not invited me [and kept me perforce in his house] that night, I had been crucified with these men, wherefore praise
be to God!.142. El Asmai and the three Girls of Bassora dclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? Oft as I strove to make her keep the troth of love, Unto concealment's
ways still would she turn aside..Ilan Shah and Abou Temam, Story of, i. 126..The company marvelled at the goodliness of his story and it pleased
El Melik ez Zahir; and the prefect said, 'By Allah, this story is extraordinary!' Then came forward the sixth officer and said to the company, 'Hear
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my story and that which befell me, to wit, that which befell such an one the assessor, for it is rarer than this and stranger.
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