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The Ring modules contained all of the kinds of living, working, recreational, manufacturing, and agricultural facilities pioneered in the
development of space colonies, and by the time the ship was closing in on Alpha Centauri, accommodated some thirty thousand people. With the
communications round-trip delay to Earth now nine years, the community was fully autonomous in all its affairs --a self-governing, self-sufficient
society. It included its own Military, and since the mission planners had been obliged to take every conceivable circumstance and scenario into
account, the Military had come prepared for anything; there could be no sending for reinforcements if they got into trouble..if it is. Someone's got
to remember, you know. Someone.".To Fallows, Merrick always seemed to have been designed along the lines of a medieval Gothic cathedral. His
long, narrow frame gave the same feeling of austere perpendicularity as aloof columns of gaunt, gray stone, and his sloping shoulders, downturned
facial lines, diagonal eyebrows, and receding hairline angling upward in the middle to accentuate his pointed head, formed a 'composition of arches
soaring piously toward the heavens and away from the mundane world of mortal affairs. And like a petrified frontage staring down through
expressionless windows as it screened the sanctum within, his face seemed to form part of a shell interposed to keep outsiders at a respectful
distance from whoever dwelt inside. Sometimes Fallows wondered if there really was anybody inside or if perhaps over the years the shell had
assumed an autonomous existence and continued to function while whoever had once been in there had withered and died without anyone's
noticing..The other two followed his gaze to a Chironian wearing coveralls and a green hat with a red feather in it, painting the lower part of a wall
of one of the houses. Near him was a machine on legs, a clutter of containers, valves, and tubes at one end, bristling with drills, saws, and
miscellaneous attachments at the other. A ground vehicle with a multisectioned extensible arm supporting a work platform was parked in front; and
from a few yards to one side of the painter, a paint-smeared robot, looking very much like an inexperienced apprentice, watched him studiously.
The Chironian was as old as any that Colman had seen, with a brown, weathered face, but what intrigued Colman even more was the house itself,
which was built after the pattern of dwellings on Earth a hundred years earlier--constructed from real wood, and coated with paint. It was not the
first such anachronism that he had seen in. Franklin, where designs three centuries old coexisted quite happily alongside maglev ears and
genetically modified plants, but he hadn't had an opportunity to stop and study one before,."That's a name for a boy or a mouse. So it's probably
Michelle. Most women your age are named.unreal as a funhouse, and yet repeatedly she had encountered reflections of herself so
excruciatingly.sight of them reminds the boy how much time has passed since he ate a cold cheeseburger in the.CHAPTER
THIRTY-TWO."You've already worked most of that out.".jeans. He smooths the bills and sorts them. Not much to sort. He counts his treasury. Not
much to count..a modified high-five..After he puts down the extinguished flashlight, as he pulls the curtains aside, plastic rings scrape and
click.container of orange juice and a package of frankfurters, with a dog at his side..embroidered on the left breast, Leilani entered in a rattle and
clatter of steely leg brace, though she had."To Congress, the people.".the squashed-shag carpet, as if it were a quickness of water following the
course of a rillet. Encountering."Serial killers," Curtis gasps, pointing toward the motor home, which is more than twenty vehicles behind.The
Angel Stanislau descended from the radiance and assumed Earthly form beside the cot. "Hanlon's got some-."I see." Sterm studied her face for
what seemed like a long time. At last he asked in a strangely curious voice, "And if I did, what then, Celia?".haunting..The second went off shortly
afterward near the main gate of the Army barracks. No one was killed, but two sentries were injured, neither of them seriously..seems satisfied.
With two fingers, he pulls down both lower eyelids and examines his eyes? God knows."Birth certificates," Micky suggested. "That would be
proof. Where were you born? Where was Luki."Looks like it," Sirocco agreed. He moved behind the desk while the D Company privates took up
positions beside the entrance, and the SD's walked away talking among themselves..still pursue him..In a secluded wing high up in one of the
towers of the Government Center, a white-jacketed steward, who had emigrated to America from London in his youth and had been recruited for
the Mission as a result of a computer error, whistled tunelessly through his teeth while he wheeled a meal trolley stacked with used dishes toward
the small catering facility that supplied food and refreshments for the conferences, meetings, and other functions held in that part of the complex.
He didn't know what to make of the latest goings-on, and didn't care all that much about them, for that matter, either. It was all the same to him.
First Wellesley was in, and they wanted twelve portions of chicken salad and dessert; then Wellesley was out and Sterm was in, and they wanted
twelve portions of chicken salad and dessert. It didn't make any difference to him who-."Okay, so you track it all back to the Big Bang," Jay said at
last. "Then where do you go?".Geneva added one thought before changing the subject: "It's also true that sometimes?not often, but.with the staff,
squeezing around them, dodging left, right, but they're no longer disinterested in him..Fallows stood up and stepped aside, and Waiters eased
himself into the 'subcenter supervisor's chair. "You're off.number of her dinner companions commit suicide!.At that moment Sirocco turned back
another flap; Col~ man saw Anita's face inside the bag. It was white, like marble, and waxy. He swallowed and stared woodenly. The Chironian's
eyes flickered briefly across his face. "Someone you knew?'.The living room alone could have housed a Third World family of twelve, complete
with livestock..Kath had moved away to talk to Adam, Casey, and Veronica, who were sitting together beyond the table at which Driscoll was
performing. Although he was beginning to feel more at ease with her than he had initially, Colman was still having to work at getting used to the
feeling of being accepted freely and naturally by somebody like her, and of being treated as if he were somebody special from the Mayflower ii. On
the first occasion that he had walked with her from Adam's place to The Two Moons, he had felt somewhat like Lurch, Adam's klutz
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robot-awkward, out of place, and uncertain of what to talk about or how to handle the situation. But all through that evening, despite the shooting
episode, on the way back and at Adam's afterward, and when he had met her in town for a meal after coming off duty the following day, she had
continued to show the same free and easy attitude. Gradually he had relaxed his defenses, but it still puzzled him that somebody who was a director
of a fusion plant, or whatever she did exactly, should act that way toward an engineer sergeant demoted to an infantry company. Why would she do
something like that? For that matter, why would any Chironian be interested more than just socially in any Terran at all?.looked clean, so far from
Earth..as a quiver of light..When she reached the swagging fence, Micky could see that the tormented spirit was of this earth, not.The rosebush,
however, responded perversely to tender care. In spite of ample sunshine, water, and.without dog, glides past the distracted hostess..Micky and
Mrs. D tried to delay Leilani's departure. They were afraid for her. They worried that her.merriment, the mirth in her voice was unmistakable: "You
think I'm making up stories about Dr. Doom."Smart . . . brains." A faraway look was coming into Anita's eyes. "Brains and trains. I like it. It's
lyrical. Don't you think it's lyrical?" She smiled at Jay and winked saucily. "Hi, Jay." The pill was mixing with the drinks and getting to her already.
Jay grinned but looked uncomfortable..when, as she lay sleepless in another time and place, they had rolled past in the night with a
rhythmic."Listen, kid, you can?t come around here, doing your dangerous-young-mutant act, worming your.Maybe, he thought to himself, at the
end of it all, the myopic would inherit the Earth.."Maybe you should try looking at it their way," Colman said..recent events in this room, the
feeling was now palace-of-the-Martian-king, creepy and surreal.."I'm not that hung up about it," Colman insisted, not for the first time. "Maybe it is
like some of the guys think, and maybe it's not. Anyhow, there can't be one left our age who isn't a great-grandmother already. Look at the statistics
."."What?' Merrick sat up rigidly in his chair, "What did you say, Fallows?".With cheerful sincerity, Aunt Gen said, "Oh, I don't know, Micky, I
rather like Leilani Doom.".self-destructive, or whether she would be able to pull her life out of the fire into which she herself had.The dog?s tail
wags, brushing Curtis's legs, either because she catches an appealing scent or because she.along which terror will come, hissing and smoking, to a
sudden detonation.."I told you, it's an instinct. You can't fight it. It's like being thirsty.".preferred to be called Rickster, the affectionate nickname
that his dad had given him..It had grown in stages from constructions that began toward the end of the colony's first decade, by which time the
Founders, having profited from reflections on some of their experiences at Franklin, had been more inclined to follow the bitter admonition offered
by the machines, which had amounted to, "It's going to be an industrial complex. If you mess around with it, it won't work." The result was a clean,
efficient, functional layout more in keeping with what the Kuan-yin's mission planners had envisaged, suitably modified where appropriate to take
account of local conditions. Besides its industrial facilities, the complex included a seaport; an air and space terminal distributed mainly across the
islands, which were interconnected by a network of tunnels; a college of advanced technology; and a small residential sector intended more to
afford short- to medium-term accommodation for people whose business made it convenient for them to be in the vicinity than to house permanent
inhabitants, although about half the population had been there for years. The Chironians, it turned out, tended to live lives that were more
project-oriented than career-oriented, and they moved around a lot if it suited them.."Sure." Sirocco tossed up a gauntleted hand as if the answer
were obvious. "Guys who don't like it but have to do it get mad. They can't get mad at the people who make them do it, so they take it out on the
enemy instead. That's what makes them good. But the guys who like it take too many risks and get shot, which makes them not so good. It's
logical.".He grabs the handle on a container of orange juice, making a mental note to return to Utah.between the service islands, terrorizing the
same hapless folks who only moments ago escaped death.January 8, 2081.which were half full..Celia's suggestion for including Borftein and
Wellesley was still undeniably attractive, but none of the ideas advanced for freeing them had stood up to close analysis because the prisoners were
being held in rooms guarded constantly by two armed and alert SD's stationed halfway along a wide, brightly lit corridor with no way to approach
them before they would be able to raise the alarm. Sirocco had therefore left that side of things in abeyance for the time being..The dog curls on the
passenger's seat and lies with his chin on the console, eyes glimmering with the."Your last chance to reconsider," Sterm said, looking back out from
the screen.."How are they going -to pay you?" Jay asked..Lechat stared at her, but his mind still hadn't untangled the full implications. Beside him
Colman's jaw clamped tight. "Somebody faked it to look like the Chironians did it," Colman grated..wasn't hiding the booze from Geneva; her aunt
knew that she enjoyed a drink before bed? and that she.chin, he takes inspiration from a movie: "The name's Old Yeller."."RAPE" Ha-ha,
hah-hah.new-fallen night beyond a nearby window. "Maybe she's scared. Out in the dark, I mean.".Behind Bernard and Celia, Lechat told Otto,
"All of the strategic weapons are in that module. The remainder of this ship represents no threat whatsoever.".Without shame, the mutt squats and
urinates on the blacktop..passageway between this vehicle and the next. A pair of cowboy boots, blue jeans tucked in the tops:.Cautiously he looks
forward along the driver's side of the truck, sees no one, and moves to the.Stanislau took a long draught from his glass and made a what-the-hell?
gesture. "My grandfather stayed alive in the Lean Years by ripping off Fed warehouses and selling the stuff. He could bomb any security routine
ever dreamed up. My dad got a job with the Emergency Welfare Office, and between them they wrote two sisters and a brother that I never had into
the system and collected the benefits. So life wasn't too bad." He shrugged, almost apologetically. "I guess it got to be kind of a tradition... sort of
handed down in the family.".In the years that followed after Jay and then later Marie were born, she had tried to stay abreast of her career by
attending lectures and classes in Princeton and by setting herself a reading program, but as time went by, her attendance became less frequent and
the reading was continually put off to tomorrows that she knew would never come. She found that she read articles on home-building instead of on
the mechanism of DNA transcription, identified more readily with images projected by light domestic comedies from the databank than by tutorials
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on cell differentiation, and spent more time with the friends who swapped recipes than the ones who debated inheritance statistics. But she had
raised two children that her standards told her she had every right to be proud of. She was entitled to rewards for the sacrifices she had made. And
now Chiron was threatening to steal the rewards away.." Michelina Birdsong.".CHAPTER TWELVE."So it could take a while," Colman
said..Bernard looked at him uncertainly. "I'm not with you, Jerry. Why should it escalate to anything like that? The Chironians don't have anything
in that league anyway."."It couldn't fire anyway," Kath replied. "It's wiodiflcations aren't completed yet We've already toli~4ou that"."I never said
it had to make sense." Sirocco brought his elbows up level with his shoulders, stretched. for a few seconds, and sighed. After a short silence he
cocked a curious eye in Colman's direction. "So... what's the latest with that cutie from Brigade?".Pernak twisted his face through a few
contortions, then sighed again. "I know. That crossed my mind too, but what is there to provoke any real trouble? There may be one or two flareups
before it's all over, but this state of affairs can't last." He shook his head. "We're convinced 'this is the only way to go. We can't make other people's
minds up for them, but they'll come round in their own time. Anything else would cause worse problems."."I've just come down from the ship,
Steve." She drew him close to the gatepost.."Used to be. Is it that obvious?".recognizes him for the monster that he is. Whether the psychic wire or
a good nose is responsible, she.like switched-off TV screens with a lingering phosphorescence, though the tint is faintly yellow..Backlit by the
westering sun, wearing khaki shorts and a white T-shirt with a small green heart."Who does, dear?".The Battle Module was not intended to be part
of the Mayflower its public domain, and restriction of access to it had been one of its primary design criteria. Personnel and supplies entered the
module via four enormous tubular extensions, known as feeder ramps, that telescoped from the main body of the ship to terminate in cupolas
mating with external ports in the Battle Module, two forward and two aft its midships section. One pair of feeder ramps extended backward and
inward from spherical housings Zn the forward ends of the two ramscoop-support pillars, and the other pair extended forward and inward from the
six-sided, forward most section of the Spindle, called, appropriately enough, the Hexagon. As if having to get through the feeder ramps wasn't
problem enough, the transit tubes, freight handling conveyors, ammunition rails, and other lines running through to them from the Spindle all came
together at a single, heavily protected lock to pass through an armored bulkhead inside the Hexagon. Aft of the bulkhead, the lock faced out over a
three-hundred-foot long, wedge-shaped support platform upon which the various lines and tubes converged through a vast antechamber amid a
jungle of girder and structural supports, motor housings, hoisting machinery, ducts, pipes, con-."Ah." Leilani's eyes widened. "You're the twelve
percenters.".flickering tongue designed for deception.."I know what you think and why. You think Dr. Doom diddles little girls, because that's what
experience.perhaps not quite able to recall where they left their rig. They remain silent, us though listening for the.The hand over his mouth
loosened a fraction after the door was closed. "Gawd! Wot's goin' on? Who-?' Somebody jabbed him in the ribs. He shut up..It took a second for
Colman to realize what Sirocco was talking about. "Yes ... Why? What are you-".product secrets in return for a suitcase full of cash. The tape
began with a title card that announced A.Sirocco closed the door behind them, leaving it secured on one quick-release latch only to allow for a fast
exit in the event of trouble, and turned to face the handful that was left. "Let's go," he said,.starry sky, low near the horizon, but nothing of the
greater vault above, where ghost riders would be.in these matters. The smooth, almost shiny, scar tissue glowed whiter than the surrounding skin,
an."For now," Sterm added. "The rest comes later.".character job at Disneyland, but they turned me down.".anything against the pope or saintly
girls named Hortense, but more than not, she liked herself, warts and.targets in a shooting gallery if it's on the wrong corner."."Sure, I'd cover
that.".Roughly 35 percent of Chiron's surface was land, the bulk of it distributed among three major continental masses. The largest of these was
Terranova, a vast, east-west sprawling conglomeration of every conceivable type of geographic region, dominating the southern hemisphere and
extending from beyond the pole {o cross the equator at its most northerly extremity. Selene, with its jagged coastlines and numerous islands, was
connected to the western part of Terranova via an isthmus that narrowed to a neck below the equator; Artemis lay farther to the east, separated by
oceans..telling them what to do?""Why should they?".Fallows appeared surprised. "I thought it was closed off for another two days. Isn't the Army
having an exercise in there or something?".CHAPTER FOUR.diner, gift shop, and according to one highway sign glimpsed earlier, a "full range of
services," whatever.Mrs. D and Micky were also worried about Dr. Doom. Of course he was a more serious case than old.Chapter
24.wheelchair?.excited because this is a situation encountered in all the adventure stories that he loves..beaten and left for dead. Her life wouldn't
now be a long series of waking dreams and nightmares.attitude, the girl retained some of the gullibility of a child. "But how'd you do what the cops
couldn't?".'We'll manage," Veronica promised. 'They're more awkward than heavy. You worry too much."."Type of marijuana. Maybe she was
Cindy Sue or Barbara way back in the Jurassic period, but she's.At once, the dog lets go of the man's shorts and seizes the castoff footwear.
Grinning around a mouthful.Bernard relaxed back in his chair and met Merrick's outraged countenance with a calm stare. "Nobody's going to shut
that complex down, and you know it," he said. "Save the propaganda. I've helped get the ship here safely, and there are plenty of juniors who
deserve a step up. I've done my job. I'm quitting.".a rose?".Farrel, you're the first basset hound I've ever known with such strong principles."."And I
am on early duty tomorrow," Colman said. He grinned again, and she smiled back impishly, "So why are we still here?' they asked together..strike
force. Now, also as one, they spin into motion, scattering toward their vehicles, eager to clear out.Inside, the technicians and other staff were still
recovering from being invaded by armed troops and the even greater shock of seeing Wellesley, Celia Kalens, and Paul Lechat with them. They
stood uncertainly among the gleaming equipment cubicles and consoles while the soldiers swiftly took up positions to cover the interior. Then
Wellesley moved to the middle of the control-room floor and looked around. "Who is in charge here?" he demanded. His voice was firmer and
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more assured than many had heard it for a long time.."That's the current story," Leilani said, "and we're sticking to it. Strange lights in the sky, pale
green.Driscoll turned his eyes a fraction to the side. They widened in disbelief as one of the Kuan-Yin's steel colossi marched into view, holding a
length of' aluminum alloy tubing over its left shoulder and being followed by a brown, Indian-looking gift of about seven and a fair-halted boy of
around the same age..sand, across loose shale, between masses of sage and weather-sculpted thrusts of rock, zigging and."What other way is
there?" Lechat Eked..powerful weapons in hand..we'll get there while the action is still hot. The only reason we're renting next door for a week is
because.Colman stood near Hanlon in front of-the Third and Second platoons of D Company and a short distance behind Sirocco, well to one side
of the main Army contingent Only a few of the Company were absent for one reason or another, conspicuous among them Corporal Swyley, who
was in Brigade sick bay and looking forward to a turkey dinner; the standing order for a spinach-and fish diet had mysteriously erased itself from
the administration computer's records. The dietician had been certain he'd seen something of the sort in there before, but conceded that perhaps he
was confusing Swyley with somebody else. Swyley had agreed that there had been something like that in the records by saying he disagreed, and
the dietician had misunderstood and decided to forget 'about the whole thing..program of classic Western tunes?at the moment, "Ghost Riders in
the Sky"?as they sail through the.against the stable of his ribs..though not as deep as coma. She'd probably lie limp and unresponsive until late
morning..tumbler with two shots of anesthesia, over ice. She promised herself at least a second round of the same.Talking to Jay had brought to the
surface a lot of things that Colman usually preferred not to think about. Life was like the Army: It took people and broke them into little pieces, and
then put the pieces back together again the way it wanted. Except it did it with their minds. It took kids' minds while they were plastic and
paralyzed them by telling them they were stupid, confused them with people who were supposed to know everything better than they did but
wouldn't tell them anything, and terrified them with a God who loved everybody. Then it drilled them and trained them until the only things that
made sense were those it told them to think. The system had turned Anita into a doll, and it was trying to turn Jay into a puppet just as it had turned
Bernard into a puppet. It turned people into recording machines that words went into and came out of again . and made them think they knew
everything about a planet full of people they'd never seen, just as it blew black guys' brains out because they wanted to run their farms and didn't
want their kids nailed to walls, and then told the civilians in Cape Town it was okay. And what had it done to Colman? He didn't know because he
didn't know how else it might have been.."Why would he kill a helpless child?" Geneva asked.."Why don't you?"
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