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So the wicked man attained that which he sought of the vizier and the case was prolonged till the affairs of the kingdom became disordered, by dint
of ill governance, and the most part of the king's empery fell away from him and he came nigh unto ruin. Therewithal he was certified of the loyalty
of his [late] skilful vizier and the excellence of his governance and the justness of his judgment. So he sent after him and brought him and the
wicked man before him and summoning the grandees of his realm and the chiefs of his state to his presence, gave them leave to talk and dispute
and forbade the wicked man from that his lewd opinion. (80) Then arose that wise and skilful vizier and praised God the Most High and lauded
Him and glorified Him and hallowed Him and attested His unity and disputed with the wicked man and overcame him and put him to silence; nor
did he cease from him till he enforced him to make confession of repentance [and turning away] from that which he had believed..Then he sent for
the viziers and said to them, 'O wicked viziers, ye thought that God was heedless of your deed, but your wickedness shall revert upon you. Know
ye not that whoso diggeth a pit for his brother shall fall into it? Take from me the punishment of this world and to-morrow ye shall get the
punishment of the world to come and requital from God.' Then he bade put them to death; so [the headsman] smote off their heads before the king,
and he went in to his wife and acquainted her with that wherein he had transgressed against Abou Temam; whereupon she grieved for him with an
exceeding grief and the king and the people of his household left not weeping and repenting all their lives. Moreover, they brought Abou Temam
forth of the well and the king built him a dome (127) in his palace and buried him therein..112. Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar
dccccxli.Thief, A Merry Jest of a, ii. 186..? ? ? ? ? Fawn of the palace, knowst thou not that I, to look on thee, The world have traversed, far and
wide, o'er many a hill and plain?.When I awoke and opened my eyes, I found myself [in the open air] and the raft moored to the bank of the stream,
whilst about me were folk of the blacks of Hind. When they saw that I was awake, they came up to me, to question me; so I rose to them and
saluted them. They bespoke me in a tongue I knew not, whilst I deemed myself in a dream, and for the excess of my joy, I was like to fly and my
reason refused to obey me. Then there came to my mind the verses of the poet and I recited, saying:.There was once a man of the drapers, who had
a fair wife, and she was curtained (54) and chaste. A certain young man saw her coming forth of the bath and loved her and his heart was occupied
with her. So he cast about [to get access to her] with all manner of devices, but availed not to win to her; and when he was weary of endeavour and
his patience was exhausted for weariness and his fortitude failed him and he was at an end of his resources against her, he complained of this to an
old woman of ill-omen, (55) who promised him to bring about union between him and her. He thanked her for this and promised her all manner of
good; and she said to him, "Get thee to her husband and buy of him a turban-cloth of fine linen, and let it be of the goodliest of stuffs.".? ? ? ? ? aa.
Selim and Selma dccccxxii.? ? ? ? ? But when ye saw my writ, the standard ye o'erthrew Of faith, your favours grudged and aught of grace
denied..Now the king of the city was dead and had left no son, and the townsfolk fell out concerning who should be king over them: and their
sayings differed and their counsels, so that turmoil was like to betide between them by reason of this. At last, after long dissension, they came to an
accord and agreed to leave the choice to the late king's elephant and that he unto whom he consented should be king and that they would not contest
the commandment with him. So they made oath of this and on the morrow, they brought out the elephant and came forth to the utterward of the
city; nor was there man or woman left in the place but was present at that time. Then they adorned the elephant and setting up the throne on his
back, gave him the crown in his trunk; and he went round about examining the faces of the folk, but stopped not with any of them till he came to
the banished king, the forlorn, the exile, him who had lost his children and his wife, when he prostrated himself to him and placing the crown on his
head, took him up and set him on his back..Disciple's Story, The, i. 283..120. The Pious Black Slave cccclxvii.116. The Two Kings and the Vizier's
Daughters M.? ? ? ? ? Light of mine eyes, my hope, my wish, my thirsting eyes With looking on thy face can never sate their drought..151. The
Adventures of Quicksilver Ali of Cairo, a Sequel to the Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty dccviil.He gained him wealth and returning to his native
land, after twenty years' absence, alighted in the neighbourhood of an old woman, whom he bespoke fair and entreated with liberality, requiring of
her a wench whom he might lie withal. Quoth she, 'I know none but a certain fair woman, who is renowned for this fashion.' (12) Then she
described her charms to him and made him lust after her, and he said, 'Hasten to her forthright and lavish unto her that which she asketh, [in
exchange for her favours].' So the old woman betook herself to the damsel and discovered to her the man's wishes and bade her to him; but she
answered, saying, 'It is true that I was on this [fashion of] whoredom [aforetime]; but now I have repented to God the Most High and hanker no
more after this; nay, I desire lawful marriage; so, if he be content with that which is lawful, I am at his service.'.So he said to her, 'Do thou excuse
me, for my servant hath locked the door, and who shall open to us?' Quoth she, 'O my lord, the padlock is worth [but] half a score dirhems.' So
saying, she tucked up [her sleeves] from fore-arms as they were crystal and taking a stone, smote upon the padlock and broke it. Then she opened
the door and said to him, 'Enter, O my lord.' So he entered, committing his affair to God, (to whom belong might and majesty,) and she entered
after him and locked the door from within. They found themselves in a pleasant house, comprising all (262) weal and gladness; and the young man
went on, till he came to the sitting-chamber, and behold, it was furnished with the finest of furniture [and arrayed on the goodliest wise for the
reception of guests,] as hath before been set out, [for that it was the house of the man aforesaid]..? ? ? ? ? f. King Bekhtzeman cccclxi.? ? ? ? ? The
priests from all the convent came flocking onto it: With cries of joy and welcome their voices they did rear..Upon the parting day our loves from us
did fare, iii. 114..166. Aboulhusn of Khorassan dcccclix.When it was night, the king summoned the vizier and sought of him the hearing of the
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[promised] story. "Hearkening and obedience," replied Er Rehwan, "Know, O august king, that.? ? ? ? ? Crude amber (158) in its native land
unheeded goes, but, when It comes abroad, upon the necks to raise it men delight..? ? ? ? ? b. The Fakir and his Pot of Butter dccccii.? ? ? ? ? a. The
First Calender's Story xxxix.Fair fall the maid whose loosened locks her cheeks do overcloud! iii. 191..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son
dlxxix.With this the king's wrath subsided and he said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".There was once,
of old days, a king of the kings, whose name was Azadbekht; his [capital] city was called Kuneim Mudoud and his kingdom extended to the
confines of Seistan and from the frontiers of Hindustan to the sea He had ten viziers, who ordered his state and his dominion, and he was possessed
of judgment and exceeding wisdom. One day he went forth with certain of his guards to the chase and fell in with an eunuch on horseback, holding
in his hand the halter of a mule, which he led along. On the mule's back was a litter of gold-inwoven brocade, garded about with an embroidered
band set with gold and jewels, and over against the litter was a company of horsemen. When King Azadbekht saw this, he separated himself from
his companions and making for the mule and the horsemen, questioned the latter, saying, "To whom belongeth this litter and what is therein?". The
eunuch answered, (for he knew not that he was King Azadbekht,) saying, "This litter belongeth to Isfehend, vizier to King Azadbekht, and therein
is his daughter, whom he purposeth to marry to Zad Shah the King.".? ? ? ? ? Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly At me and parted me
from him for whom I sigh..? ? ? ? ? And on their saddles perched are warriors richly clad, That with their hands do smite on kettle-drums
amain..Officer's Story, The Sixteenth, ii. 193..Reshid (Er), Ibn es Semmak and, i. 195..Then he sent for the old man, the Muezzin, and when the
messenger came to him and told him that the Commander of the Faithful sought him, he feared the denunciation of the damsel and accompanied
him to the palace, walking and letting wind (44) as he went, whilst all who passed him by laughed at him. When he came into the presence of the
Commander of the Faithful, he fell a-trembling and his tongue was embarrassed, [so that he could not speak]. The Khalif laughed at him and said to
him, "O elder, thou hast done no offence; so [why] fearest thou?" "O my lord," answered the old man (and indeed he was in the sorest of that which
may be of fear,) "by the virtue of thy pure forefathers, indeed I have done nought, and do thou enquire of my conduct." The Khalif laughed at him
and ordering him a thousand dinars, bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and made him chief of the Muezzins in his mosque..When
Jaafer saw him, his reason was like to depart for shame and he knew that the chamberlain had been deceived by the likeness of the name; and
Abdulmelik also perceived how the case stood and confusion was manifest to him in Jaafer's face. So he put on a cheerful favour and said, "No
harm be upon you! (149) Bring us of these dyed clothes." So they brought him a dyed gown (150) and he put it on and sat discoursing cheerily with
Jaafer and jesting with him. Then said he, "Give us to drink of your wine." So they poured him out a pint and he said, "Be ye indulgent with us, for
we have no wont of this." Then he chatted and jested with them till Jaafer's breast dilated and his constraint ceased from him and his shamefastness,
and he rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and said to Abdulmelik, "What is thine errand?" Quoth the other, "I come (may God amend thee!) on
three occasions, whereof I would have thee bespeak the Khalif; to wit, firstly, I have on me a debt to the amount of a thousand thousand dirhems,
(151) which I would have discharged; secondly, I desire for my son the office of governor of a province, whereby his rank may be raised; and
thirdly, I would fain have thee marry him to a daughter of the Khalif, for that she is his cousin and he is a match for her." And Jaafer said, "God
accomplished! unto thee these three occasions. As for the money, it shall presently be carried to thy house; as for the government, I make thy son
viceroy of Egypt; and as for the marriage, I give him to wife such an one, the daughter of our Lord the Commander of the Faithful, at a dowry of
such and such a sum. So depart in the assurance of God the Most High.".Then they spread the ensigns and the standards, whilst the drums beat and
the trumpets sounded, and set out upon the homeward journey. The King of Baghdad rode forth with them and brought them three days' journey on
their way, after which he took leave of them and returned with his troops to Baghdad. As for King El Aziz and his son, they fared on night and day
and gave not over going till there abode but three days' journey between them and Yemen, when they despatched three men of the couriers to the
prince's mother [to acquaint her with their return], safe and laden with spoil, bringing with them Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. When
the queen-mother heard this, her wit fled for joy and she adorned El Abbas his slave-girls after the goodliest fashion. Now he had ten slave-girls, as
they were moons, whereof his father had carried five with him to Baghdad, as hath aforetime been set out, and other five abode with his mother.
When the dromedary-posts (125) came, they were certified of the approach of El Abbas, and when the sun rose and their standards appeared, the
prince's mother came out to meet her son; nor was there great or small, old man or infant, but went forth that day to meet the king..Seventh Voyage
of Sindbad the Sailor, The, iii. 224..Meanwhile Shah Khatoun went in to the king's son and conceived by him and bore a son, as he were the
resplendent moon. When Belehwan saw this that had betided his brother, jealousy and envy overcame him; so he went in one night to his father's
house and coming to his brother's lodging, saw the nurse sleeping at the chamber-door, with the cradle before her and therein his brother's child
asleep. Belehwan stood by him and fell to looking upon his face, the radiance whereof was as that of the moon, and Satan insinuated himself into
his heart, so that he bethought himself and said, 'Why is not this child mine? Indeed, I am worthier of him than my brother, [yea], and of the damsel
and the kingship.' Then envy got the better of him and anger spurred him, so that he took out a knife and setting it to the child's gullet, cut his throat
and would have severed his windpipe..129. The King of the Island cccclxxix.82. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster
dclxvii.Meanwhile, they carried the damsel into the Commander of the Faithful and she pleased him; so he assigned her a lodging of the apartments
of choice. She abode in the palace, eating not neither drinking and ceasing not from weeping night nor day, till, one night, the Khalif sent for her to
his sitting-chamber and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, be of good heart and cheerful eye, for I will make thy rank higher than [any of] the concubines
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and thou shall see that which shall rejoice thee." She kissed the earth and wept; whereupon the Khalif called for her lute and bade her sing. So she
improvised and sang the following verses, in accordance with that which was in her heart:."Be it as thou deemest," answered Er Reshid and caused
return the damsel to her chamber, saying to her, "The Lady Zubeideh saith thus and thus." Quoth she, "God requite her for me with good! Indeed,
thou dealest equitably, O Commander of the Faithful, in this judgment." And he answered, "Go now to thy place, and to-morrow we will let bring
thy lord." So she kissed the earth and recited the following verses:.Now the four women who thus accosted Tuhfeh were the princess Kemeriyeh,
daughter of King Es Shisban, and her sisters; and Kemeriyeh loved Tuhfeh with an exceeding love. So, when she came up to her, she fell to kissing
and embracing her, and Iblis said, 'Fair befall you! Take me between you.' At this Tuhfeh laughed and Kemeriyeh said, 'O my sister, I love thee and
doubtless hearts have their evidences, (197) for, since I saw thee, I have loved thee.' 'By Allah,' replied Tuhfeh, 'hearts have deeps, (198) and thou,
by Allah, art dear to me and I am thy handmaid.' Kemeriyeh thanked her for this and said to her, 'These are the wives of the kings of the Jinn: salute
them. This is Queen Jemreh, (199) that is Queen Wekhimeh and this other is Queen Sherareh, and they come not but for thee.' So Tuhfeh rose to
her feet and kissed their hands, and the three queens kissed her and welcomed her and entreated her with the utmost honour..Now there was in the
house a ram, with which the Persian used to butt, and when he saw what the woman did, he thought she would butt with him; so he broke his halter
and running at her, butted her and broke her head. She fell on her back and cried out; whereupon the Persian started up from sleep in haste and
seeing the singing-girl [cast down on her back] and the singer with his yard on end, said to the latter, 'O accursed one, doth not what thou hast
already done suffice thee?' Then he beat him soundly and opening the door, put him out in the middle of the night..There was once an Arab of
[high] rank and [goodly] presence, a man of exalted generosity and magnanimity, and he had brethren, with whom he consorted and caroused, and
they were wont to assemble by turns in each other's houses. When it came to his turn, he made ready in his house all manner goodly and pleasant
meats and dainty drinks and exceeding lovely flowers and excellent fruits, and made provision of all kinds of instruments of music and store of rare
apothegms and marvellous stories and goodly instances and histories and witty anedotes and verses and what not else, for there was none among
those with whom he was used to company but enjoyed this on every goodly wise, and in the entertainment he had provided was all whereof each
had need. Then he sallied forth and went round about the city, in quest of his friends, so he might assemble them; but found none of them in his
house..There was once, in the land of Fars, (15) a man who took to wife a woman higher than himself in rank and nobler of lineage, but she had no
guardian to preserve her from want. It misliked her to marry one who was beneath her; nevertheless, she married him, because of need, and took of
him a bond in writing to the effect that he would still be under her commandment and forbiddance and would nowise gainsay her in word or deed.
Now the man was a weaver and he bound himself in writing to pay his wife ten thousand dirhems, [in case he should make default in the condition
aforesaid]..? ? ? ? ? He shot me with the shafts of looks launched from an eyebrow's (138) bow; A chamberlain (139) betwixt his eyes hath driven
me to despair..? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and the Thieves dcxxvii.93. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster cccciii.? ? ? ? ? "Fair patience
practise, for thereon still followeth content." So runs the rede 'mongst all that dwell in city or in tent..Four sharpers once plotted against a
money-changer, a man of abounding wealth, and agreed upon a device for the taking of somewhat of his money. So one of them took an ass and
laying on it a bag, wherein was money, lighted down at the money-changer's shop and sought of him change for the money. The money- changer
brought out to him the change and bartered it with him, whilst the sharper was easy with him in the matter of the exchange, so he might give him
confidence in himself. [As they were thus engaged,] up came the [other three] sharpers and surrounded the ass; and one of them said, '[It is] he,' and
another said, 'Wait till I look at him.' Then he fell to looking on the ass and stroking him from his mane to his crupper; whilst the third went up to
him and handled him and felt him from head to tail, saying, ' Yes, [it is] in him.' Quoth another, ['Nay,] it is not in him.' And they gave not over
doing the like of this..Then said the sharper, 'O folk, this is my friend and I deposited with him a deposit, but he denieth it; so in whom shall the
folk put trust after this?' And they said, 'This (49) is a man of worth and we have found in him nought but trustiness and loyality and good breeding,
and he is endowed with understanding and generosity. Indeed, he avoucheth no falsehood, for that we have consorted with him and mixed with him
and he with us and we know the sincerity of his religion.' Then quoth one of them to the merchant, 'Harkye, such an one! Bethink thee and consult
thy memory. It may not be but that thou hast forgotten.' But he said, 'O folk, I know nothing of that which he saith, for indeed he deposited nought
with me.' And the affair was prolonged between them. Then said the sharper to the merchant, 'I am about to make a journey and have, praised be
God the Most High, wealth galore, and this money shall not escape me; but do thou swear to me.' And the folk said, 'Indeed, this man doth justice
upon himself.' (50) Whereupon the merchant fell into that which he misliked (51) and came near upon [suffering] loss and ill repute..? ? ? ? ? The
fires in my vitals that rage if I did but discover to view, Their ardour the world to consume, from the East to the West, might avail..? ? ? ? ? How
many a bidder unto love, a secret-craving wight, How many a swain, complaining, saith of destiny malign,.When the king heard this story, he
renounced his purpose of putting the vizier to death and his soul prompted him to continue him on life. So he bade him go away to his house..?OF
THE USELESSNESS OF ENDEAVOUR AGAINST PERSISTENT ILL FORTUNE..162. Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber
dccccxxx.When the king heard this, he could not contain himself, but rushed in upon them and said to them, 'Out on you! What did ye? Tell me.'
And they said, 'Pardon, O king.' Quoth he, 'An ye would have pardon from God and me, it behoveth you to tell me the truth, for nothing shall save
you from me but truth-speaking.' So they prostrated themselves before him and said, 'By Allah, O king, the viziers gave us this gold and taught us
to lie against Abou Teman, so thou mightest put him to death, and what we said was their words.' When the king heard this, he plucked at his beard,
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till he was like to tear it up by the roots and bit upon his fingers, till he well-nigh sundered them in twain, for repentance and sorrow that he had
wrought hastily and had not delayed with Abou Temam, so he might look into his affair..?STORY OF THE MAN OF KHORASSAN, HIS SON
AND HIS GOVERNOR..Then they returned to Shehrzad and displayed her in the second dress. They clad her in a dress of surpassing goodliness,
and veiled her face to the eyes with her hair. Moreover, they let down her side locks and she was even as saith of her one of her describers in the
following verses:.Craft, Women's, ii. 287..When the day departed and the evening came, the king sat in his privy chamber and summoned the
vizier, who presented himself to him and he questioned him of the story. So the vizier said, "Know, O august king, that.42. Er Reshid and the
Barmecides dlxvii.Then said he to Arwa, "What wilt thou that I do with them?" And she answered, saying, "Accomplish on them the ordinance of
God the Most High; (119) the slayer shall be slain and the transgressor transgressed against, even as he transgressed against us; yea, and the
well-doer, good shall be done unto him, even as he did unto us." So she gave [her officers] commandment concerning Dadbin and they smote him
on the head with a mace and slew him, and she said, "This is for the slaughter of my father." Then she bade set the vizier on a beast [and carry him]
to the desert whither he had caused carry her [and leave him there without victual or water]; and she said to him, "An thou be guilty, thou shalt
abide [the punishment of] thy guilt and perish of hunger and thirst in the desert; but, if there be no guilt in thee, thou shalt be delivered, even as I
was delivered.".82. Said ben Salim and the Barmecides cccxcii.Officer's Story, The Thirteenth, ii. 181..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass
dcccciv.Then they ate and the tables were removed and they washed their hands; after which Iblis the Accursed came up to Tuhfeh and said to her,
'O my lady Tuhfeh, thou gladdenest the place and with thy presence enlightenest and embellishest it; but now fain would these kings hear
somewhat of thy singing, for the night hath spread its wings for departure and there abideth thereof but a little.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and
obedience.' So she took the lute and touching its strings on rare wise, played thereon after a wondrous fashion, so that it seemed to those who were
present as if the palace stirred with them for the music. Then she fell a-singing and chanted the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Sure God shall yet, in
pity, reknit our severed lives, Even as He did afflict me with loneness after thee..As for the singer, when his [stay in the oven] grew long upon him,
he came forth therefrom, thinking that her husband had gone away. Then he went up to the roof and looking down, beheld his friend the druggist;
whereat he was sore concerned and said in himself, 'Alas, the disgrace of it! This is my friend the druggist, who dealt kindly with me and wrought
me fair and I have requited him with foul' And he feared to return to the druggist; so he went down and opened the first door and would have gone
out; but, when he came to the outer door, he found it locked and saw not the key. So he stole up again to the roof and cast himself down into the
[next] house. The people of the house heard him and hastened to him, deeming him a thief. Now the house in question belonged to a Persian; so
they laid hands on him and the master of the house began to beat him, saying to him, 'Thou art a thief.' 'Nay,' answered he, 'I am no thief, but a
singing-man, a stranger. I heard your voices and came to sing to you.'.So the chamberlain went about that which he needed and assembling his
wife's kinsfolk, said to them, 'I am resolved to put away my wife.' They took this ill of him and complained of him and summoning him before the
king, sat pleading with him. Now the king had no knowledge of that which had passed; so he said to the chamberlain, 'Why wilt thou put her away
and how can thy soul consent unto this and why takest thou unto thyself a goodly piece of land and after forsakest it? 'May God amend the king!'
answered the husband. 'By Allah, O king, I saw therein the track of the lion and fear to enter the land, lest the lion devour me; and indeed the like
of my affair with her is that which befell between the old woman and the draper's wife.' 'What is their story?' asked the king; and the chamberlain
said, 'Know, O king, that.Then he bade fetch the youth; so they brought him before him and the viziers said, "O base of origin, out on thee! Thy
term is at hand and the earth hungereth for thy body, so it may devour it." But he answered them, saying, "Death is not in your word nor in your
envy; nay, it is an ordinance written upon the forehead; wherefore, if aught be written upon my forehead, needs must it come to pass, and neither
endeavour nor thought-taking nor precaution will deliver me therefrom; [but it will surely happen] even as happened to King Ibrahim and his son."
Quoth the king, "Who was King Ibrahim and who was his son?" And the youth said, "O king,."There was once a man, a merchant, who had a wife
and abundant wealth. He set out one day on a journey with merchandise, leaving his wife big with child, and said to her, 'If it be the will of God the
Most High, I will return before the birth of the child.' Then he took leave of her and setting out, journeyed from country to country till he came to
the court of one of the kings and foregathered with him. Now this king was in need of one who should order his affairs and those of his kingdom
and seeing the merchant well-bred and intelligent, he charged him abide with him and entreated him with honour and munificence. After awhile, he
sought of the king leave to go to his own house, but the latter would not consent to this; whereupon he said to him, 'O king, suffer me go and see
my children and come again.' So he gave him leave for this and took surety of him for his return. Moreover, he gave him a purse, wherein were a
thousand gold dinars, and the merchant embarked in a ship and set sail, intending for his own country..? ? ? ? ? g. King Bihkerd cccclxiv.When she
had made an end of her verses, the Lady Zubeideh bade each damsel sing a song, till the turn came round to Sitt el Milah, whereupon she took the
lute and tuning it, sang thereto four-and-twenty songs in four-and-twenty modes; then she returned to the first mode and sang the following
verses:.One day, as the prefect sat [in his house], the watchman came in to him and said, "O my lord, the Jew goeth to the house of such an one."
Whereupon El Atwesh arose and went forth alone, taking with him none but myself. As he went along, he said to me, "Indeed, this [woman] is a fat
piece of meat." (109) And we gave not over going till we came to the door of the house and stood there till a slave-girl came out, as if to buy them
somewhat. We waited till she opened the door, whereupon, without further parley, we forced our way into the house and rushed in upon the girl,
whom we found seated with the Jew in a saloon with four estrades, and cooking-pots and candles therein. When her eyes fell on the prefect, she
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knew him and rising to her feet, said, "Welcome and fair welcome! Great honour hath betided me by my lord's visit and indeed thou honourest my
dwelling.".It is as the jasmine, when it I espy, ii. 236..Then he sat down again upon the throne of his kingship, whilst the vizier stood before him,
and they returned to their former estate, but they had nought of the [goods of the world]. So the king said to his vizier, 'How shall we avail to abide
in this city, and we in this state of poverty?' And he answered, 'Be at thine ease and have no concern.' Then he singled out one of the soldiers (255)
and said to him, 'Send us thy service (256) for the year.' Now there were in the city fifty thousand subjects (257) and in the hamlets and villages a
like number; and the vizier sent to each of these, saying, 'Let each of you get an egg and lay it under a hen.' So they did this and it was neither
burden nor grievance to them..When the news reached El Aziz, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy in the coming of his son and straightway took
horse, he and all his army, what while the trumpets sounded and the musicians played, that the earth quaked and Baghdad also trembled, and it was
a notable day. When Mariyeh beheld all this, she repented with the uttermost of repentance of that which she had wroughten against El Abbas his
due and the fires still raged in her vitals. Meanwhile, the troops (104) sallied forth of Baghdad and went out to meet those of El Abbas, who had
halted in a meadow called the Green Island. When he espied the approaching host, he knew not what they were; so he strained his sight and seeing
horsemen coming and troops and footmen, said to those about him, "Among yonder troops are ensigns and banners of various kinds; but, as for the
great green standard that ye see, it is the standard of my father, the which is reserved [unto him and never displayed save] over his head, and [by
this] I know that he himself is come out in quest of me." And he was certified of this, he and his troops..? ? ? ? ? I view her with yearning eyes and
she seems to me A moon of the summer, set in a winter's night..'This is idle talk,' answered the cook. 'Thou canst not deliver thyself with this, O
youth, for that in thy deliverance is my destruction.' Quoth Selim, 'I swear to thee and give thee the covenant of God (to whom belong might and
majesty) and His bond, that He took of His prophets, that I will not discover thy secret ever.' But the cook answered, saying, 'Away! Away! This
may no wise be.' However, Selim ceased not to conjure him and make supplication to him and weep, while the cook persisted in his intent to
slaughter him. Then he wept and recited the following verses:.Hawk and the Locust, The, ii. 50..? ? ? ? ? Accuse me falsely, cruelly entreat me; still
ye are My heart's beloved, at whose hands no rigour I resent..? ? ? ? ? Whose streams beneath the myrtle's shade and cassia's welled amain And
birds made carol jubilant from every blossomed spray..Then they accosted the owner of the ass and chaffered with him and he said, 'I will not sell
him but for ten thousand dirhems.' They offered him a thousand dirhems; but he refused and swore that he would not sell the ass but for that which
he had said. They ceased not to add to their bidding, till the price reached five thousand dirhems, whilst their fellow still said, 'I will not sell him
but for ten thousand dirhems.' The money-changer counselled him to sell, but he would not do this and said to him, 'Harkye, gaffer! Thou hast no
knowledge of this ass's case. Concern thyself with silver and gold and what pertaineth thereto of change and exchange; for indeed the virtue of this
ass passeth thy comprehension. To every craft its craftsman and to every means of livelihood its folk.'.Then I sang and the captain said, "It is good,"
Quoth I, "Nay, but thou art loathly." He looked at me and said, "By Allah, thou shalt never more scent the odour of the world!" But his comrades
said to him, "Do it not," and appeased him, till he said, "If it must be so, she shall abide here a whole year, not going forth." And I said, "I am
content to submit to whatsoever pleaseth thee. If I have erred, thou art of those to whom pertaineth clemency." He shook his head and drank, then
arose and went out to do his occasion, what while his comrades were occupied with what they were about of merry-making and drunkenness and
sport. So I winked to my fellows and we slipped out into the corridor. We found the door open and fled forth, unveiled and knowing not whither we
went; nor did we halt till we had left the house far behind and happened on a cook cooking, to whom said I, "Hast thou a mind to quicken dead
folk?" And he said, "Come up." So we went up into the shop, and he said, 'Lie down." Accordingly, we lay down and he covered us with the grass,
(137) wherewith he was used to kindle [the fire] under the food..? ? ? ? ? She let him taste her honey and wine (183) before his death: This was his
last of victual until the Judgment Day..? ? ? ? ? O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, Give ear unto my words and verses
thereanent..Therewith King Shah Bekht rejoiced with an exceeding great joy and said, 'Praise be to God who hath delivered me from yonder man
and hath preserved me from the loss of the kingship and the cessation of prosperity from me!' So the affair of the vizier returned to order and
well-being and the king restored him to his place and advanced him in rank. Moreover, he assembled the folk who had missaid of him and
destroyed them all, to the last man. And how like," continued the vizier, "is this story unto that of myself and King Shah Bekht, with regard to that
whereinto I am fallen of the changing of the king's heart and his giving credence to others against me; but now is the righteousness of my dealing
established in thine eyes, for that God the Most High hath inspired me with wisdom and endowed thee with longanimity and patience [to hearken]
from me unto that which He allotted unto those who had foregone us, till He hath shown forth my innocence and made manifest unto thee the truth.
For now the days are past, wherein it was avouched to the king that I should endeavour for the destruction of my soul, (81) [to wit,] the month; and
behold, the probation time is over and gone, and past is the season of evil and ceased, by the king's good fortune." Then he bowed his head and was
silent. (82).So he carried her to a place wherein was running water and setting her down on the ground, left her and went away, marvelling at her.
After he left her, he found his camels, by her blessing, and when he returned, King Kisra asked him, 'Hast thou found the camels?' ['Yes,' answered
he] and acquainted him with the affair of the damsel and set out to him her beauty and grace; whereupon the king's heart clave to her and he
mounted with a few men and betook himself to that place, where he found the damsel and was amazed at her, for that he saw her overpassing the
description wherewith the camel-driver had described her to him. So he accosted her and said to her, 'I am King Kisra, greatest of the kings. Wilt
thou not have me to husband?' Quoth she, 'What wilt thou do with me, O king, and I a woman abandoned in the desert?' And he answered, saying,
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'Needs must this be, and if thou wilt not consent to me, I will take up my sojourn here and devote myself to God's service and thine and worship
Him with thee.'.? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith and the Cashmere Singing-Girl dccccxc.Midst colours, my colour excelleth in light, ii. 258..Relief of
God, Of the Speedy, i. 174..The king read the letter and said to Abou Temam, "We will do what behoveth in the matter; but, O Abou Temam,
needs must thou see my daughter and she thee, and needs must thou hear her speech and she thine.' So saying, he sent him to the lodging of the
princess, who had had notice of this; so that they had adorned her sitting-chamber with the costliest that might be of utensils of gold and silver and
the like, and she seated herself on a throne of gold, clad in the most sumptuous of royal robes and ornaments. When Abou Temam entered, he
bethought himself and said, 'The wise say, he who restraineth his sight shall suffer no evil and he who guardeth his tongue shall hear nought of
foul, and he who keepeth watch over his hand, it shall be prolonged and not curtailed.' (121) So he entered and seating himself on the ground, [cast
down his eyes and] covered his hands and feet with his dress. (122) Quoth the king's daughter to him, 'Lift thy head, O Abou Temam, and look on
me and speak with me.' But he spoke not neither raised his head, and she continued, 'They sent thee but that thou mightest look on me and speak
with me, and behold, thou speakest not at all. Take of these pearls that be around thee and of these jewels and gold and silver. But he put not forth
his hand unto aught, and when she saw that he paid no heed to anything, she was angry and said, 'They have sent me a messenger, blind, dumb and
deaf.'.O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the pref'rence aye, ii. 235..When the old woman saw this, she cried out to the cook from within the
house, and he said to her, 'Go before me.' So she forewent him and he ran after her till he [overtook the party and] catching hold of Selim, said [to
the latter's wife,] 'What aileth thee to take my servant?' Whereupon she cried out at him, saying, 'Know that this is my husband, whom I had lost.'
And Selim also cried out, saying, 'Mercy! Mercy! I appeal to God and to the Sultan against this Satan!' Therewith the folk gathered together to
them forthright and loud rose the clamours and the cries between them; but the most part of them said, 'Refer their affair to the Sultan.' So they
referred the case to the Sultan, who was none other than Selim's sister Selma..? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story xxix.? ? ? ? ? A fire in mine entrails
burns, than which the fire of the hells denounced For sinners' torment less scathing is: it seeketh me to slay..? ? ? ? ? Say, by the lightnings of thy
teeth and thy soul's pure desire, Moan'st thou as moan the doves and is thy heart for doubt on fire?.It befell one day that he entered a certain city
and sold somewhat that was with him of merchandise and got him friends of the merchants of the place and fell to sitting with them and
entertaining them and inviting them to his lodging and his assembly, whilst they also invited him to their houses. On this wise he abode a long
while, till he was minded to leave the city; and this was bruited abroad among his friends, who were concerned for parting from him. Then he
betook himself to him of them, who was the richest of them in substance and the most apparent of them in generosity, and sat with him and
borrowed his goods; and when he was about to take leave, he desired him to give him the deposit that he had left with him. 'And what is the
deposit?' asked the merchant. Quoth the sharper, 'It is such a purse, with the thousand dinars therein.' And the merchant said, 'When didst thou give
it me?' 'Extolled be the perfection of God!' replied the sharper. 'Was it not on such a day, by such a token, and thus and thus?' 'I know not of this,'
rejoined the merchant, and words were bandied about between them, whilst the folk [who were present also] disputed together concerning their
affair and their speech, till their voices rose high and the neighbours had knowledge of that which passed between them..? ? ? ? ? After your loss,
nor trace of me nor vestige would remain, Did not the hope of union some whit my strength sustain..?STORY OF THE FOUL-FAVOURED MAN
AND HIS FAIR WIFE..So the young man went to his lodging and fetching a purse, returned to the girl's owner and counted out to him the price
aforesaid, whilst the draper was between them. Then said he, "Bring her forth;" but the other answered, "She cannot come forth at this present; but
be thou my guest the rest of this day and night, and on the morrow thou shall take thy slave-girl and go in the protection of God." The youth fell in
with him of this and he carried him to his house, where, after a little, he let bring meat and wine, and they [ate and] drank. Then said Noureddin to
the girl's owner, "I beseech thee bring me the damsel, for that I bought her not but for the like of this time." So he arose and [going in to the girl],
said to her, "O Sitt el Milan, the young man hath paid down thy price and we have bidden him hither; so he hath come to our dwelling and we have
entertained him, and he would fain have thee be present with him.".? ? ? ? ? My royal couch have I forsworn, sequestering myself From all, and
have mine eyes forbid the taste of sleep's delight..Then he could brook this no longer; so he went forth from the dominions of the Commander of
the Faithful, under pretence of visiting certain of his kinsmen, and took with him servant nor companion, neither acquainted any with his intent, but
betook himself to the road and fared on into the desert and the sandwastes, knowing not whither he went. After awhile, he fell in with travellers
intending for the land of Hind [and journeyed with them]. When he came thither, he lighted down [in a city of the cities of the land and took up his
abode] in one of the lodging-places; and there he abode a while of days, tasting not food neither solacing himself with the delight of sleep; nor was
this for lack of dirhems or dinars, but for that his mind was occupied with musing upon [the reverses of] destiny and bemoaning himself for that the
revolving sphere had turned against him and the days had decreed unto him the disfavour of our lord the Imam. (160).? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of
love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! How joyous and how solaceful was life in them whilere!.When the tither heard the old man's speech, he
relented towards him and said to him, 'O old man, I make thee a present of that which is due from thee, and do thou cleave to me and leave me not,
so haply I may get of thee profit that shall do away from me my errors and guide me into the way of righteousness.' So the old man followed him,
and there met him another with a load of wood. Quoth the tither to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'Have patience with me till
to-morrow, for I owe the hire of a house, and I will sell another load of wood and pay thee two days' tithe.' But he refused him this and the old man
said to him, 'If thou constrain him unto this, thou wilt enforce him quit thy country, for that he is a stranger here and hath no domicile; and if he
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remove on account of one dirhem, thou wilt lose [of him] three hundred and threescore dirhems a year. Thus wilt thou lose the much in keeping the
little.' Quoth the tither, 'I give him a dirhem every month to the hire of his lodging.'.? ? ? ? ? n. The Fourteenth Officer's Story
dccccxxxix.Meanwhile, the nurse awoke, that she might give the child suck, and seeing the bed running with blood, cried out; whereupon the
sleepers and the king awoke and making for the place, found the child with his throat cut and the cradle running over with blood and his father slain
and dead in his sleeping chamber. So they examined the child and found life in him and his windpipe whole and sewed up the place of the wound.
Then the king sought his son Belehwan, but found him not and saw that he had fled; whereby he knew that it was he who had done this deed, and
this was grievous to the king and to the people of his realm and to the lady Shah Katoun. So the king laid out his son Melik Shah and buried him
and made him a mighty funeral and they mourned passing sore; after which he addressed himself to the rearing of the infant.Were not the darkness
still in gender masculine, iii. 193..There was once in a certain city a woman fair of favour, who had to lover a trooper. Her husband was a fuller,
and when he went out to his business, the trooper used to come to her and abide with her till the time of the fuller's return, when he would go away.
On this wise they abode awhile, till one day the trooper said to his mistress, 'I mean to take me a house near unto thine and dig an underground
passage from my house to thy house, and do thou say to thy husband, "My sister hath been absent with her husband and now they have returned
from their travels; and I have made her take up her sojourn in my neighbourhood, so I may foregather with her at all times. So go thou to her
husband the trooper and offer him thy wares [for sale], and thou wilt see my sister with him and wilt see that she is I and I am she, without doubt.
So, Allah, Allah, go to my sister's husband and give ear to that which he shall say to thee."'.? ? ? ? ? Me, till I stricken was therewith, to love thou
didst excite, And with estrangement now, alas! heap'st sorrows on my spright..? ? ? ? ? I am the champion-slayer, the warrior without peer; My foes
I slay, destroying the hosts, when I appear..When the Baghdadis saw this succour that had betided them against their enemies [and the victory that
El Abbas had gotten them], they turned back and gathering together the spoils [of the defeated host], arms and treasures and horses, returned to
Baghdad, victorious, and all by the valour of El Abbas. As for Saad, he foregathered with the prince, and they fared on in company till they came to
the place where El Abbas had taken horse, whereupon the latter dismounted from his charger and Saad said to him, "O youth, wherefore alightest
thou in other than thy place? Indeed, thy due is incumbent upon us and upon our Sultan; so go thou with us to the dwellings, that we may ransom
thee with our souls." "O Amir Saad," replied El Abbas, "from this place I took horse with thee and herein is my lodging. So, God on thee, name me
not to the king, but make as if thou hadst never seen me, for that I am a stranger in the land.".The kings and all those who were present rejoiced in
this with an exceeding delight and the accursed Iblis came up to Tuhfeh and kissing her hand, said to her, 'There abideth but little of the night; so
do thou tarry with us till the morrow, when we will apply ourselves to the wedding (203) and the circumcision.' Then all the Jinn went away,
whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and Iblis said, 'Go ye up with Tuhfeh to the garden for the rest of the night.' So Kemeriyeh took her and carried
her into the garden. Now this garden contained all manner birds, nightingale and mocking-bird and ringdove and curlew (204) and other than these
of all the kinds, and therein were all kinds of fruits. Its channels (205) were of gold and silver and the water thereof, as it broke forth of its conduits,
was like unto fleeing serpents' bellies, and indeed it was as it were the Garden of Eden. (206).Thirteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 181..? ? ? ? ? a.
The Cat and the Mouse dcix.So we went with him till he came to the place where my slave had buried the money and dug there and brought it out;
whereat I marvelled with the utmost wonder and we carried it to the prefect's house. When the latter saw the money, he rejoiced with an exceeding
joy and bestowed on me a dress of honour. Then he restored the money straightway to the Sultan and we left the youth in prison; whilst I said to
my slave who had taken the money, "Did yonder young man see thee, what time thou buriedst the money?" "No, by the Great God!" answered he.
So I went in to the young man, the prisoner, and plied him with wine till he recovered, when I said to him, "Tell me how thou stolest the money."
"By Allah," answered he, "I stole it not, nor did I ever set eyes on it till I brought it forth of the earth!" Quoth I, "How so?" And he said, "Know that
the cause of my falling into your hands was my mother's imprecation against me; for that I evil entreated her yesternight and beat her and she said
to me, 'By Allah, O my son, God shall assuredly deliver thee into the hand of the oppressor!' Now she is a pious woman. So I went out forthright
and thou sawest me in the way and didst that which thou didst; and when beating was prolonged on me, my senses failed me and I heard one saying
to me, 'Fetch it.' So I said to you what I said and he (145) guided me till I came to the place and there befell what befell of the bringing out of the
money.".? ? ? ? ? t. The Sandalwood Merchant and the Sharpers dccccxcviii.Therewith Wekhimeh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking
off the cup, ordered her twenty dresses of Greek brocade and a tray, wherein were thirty thousand dinars. Then she gave the cup to Queen Shuaaeh,
Queen of the Fourth Sea, who took it and said, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, sing to me on the gillyflower.' Quoth she 'Hearkening and obedience,' and
improvised the following verses:.When King El Aziz heard the damsel's song, her speech and her verses pleased him and he said to El Abbas, "O
my son, verily, these damsels are weary with long versifying, and indeed they make us yearn after the dwellings and the homesteads with the
goodliness of their songs. Indeed, these five have adorned our assembly with the excellence of their melodies and have done well in that which they
have said before those who are present; wherefore we counsel thee to enfranchise them for the love of God the Most High." Quoth El Abbas,
"There is no commandment but thy commandment;" and he enfranchised the ten damsels in the assembly; whereupon they kissed the hands of the
king and his son and prostrated themselves in thanksgiving to God the Most High. Then they put off that which was upon them of ornaments and
laying aside the lutes [and other] instruments of music, clave to their houses, veiled, and went not forth. (144).So Ishac returned to the slave-dealer
and said to him, 'Harkye, Gaffer Said!*' 'At thy service, O my lord,' answered the old man; and Ishac said, 'In the corridor is a cell and therein a
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damsel pale of colour. What is her price in money and how much dost thou ask for her?, Quoth the slave-dealer, 'She whom thou mentionest is
called Tuhfet el Hemca.' (174) 'What is the meaning of El Hemca?' asked Ishac, and the old man replied, 'Her price hath been paid down an
hundred times and she still saith, "Show me him who desireth to buy me;" and when I show her to him, she saith, "This fellow is not to my liking;
he hath in him such and such a default." And in every one who would fain buy her she allegeth some default or other, so that none careth now to
buy her and none seeketh her, for fear lest she discover some default in him.' Quoth Ishac, 'She seeketh presently to sell herself; so go thou to her
and enquire of her and see her price and send her to the palace.' 'O my lord,' answered Said, 'her price is an hundred dinars, though, were she whole
of this paleness that is upon her face, she would be worth a thousand; but folly and pallor have diminished her value; and behold, I will go to her
and consult her of this.' So he betook himself to her, and said to her, 'Wilt thou be sold to Ishac ben Ibrahim el Mausili?' 'Yes,' answered she, and he
said, 'Leave frowardness, (175) for to whom doth it happen to be in the house of Ishac the boon-companion?' (176).When it was the fifth day, the
fifth Vizier, whose name was Jehrbaur, came in to the king and prostrating himself before him, said, "O king, it behoveth thee, if thou see or hear
that one look on thy house, (111) that thou put out his eyes. How then should it be with him whom thou sawest midmost thy house and on thy very
bed, and he suspected with thy harem, and not of thy lineage nor of thy kindred? Wherefore do thou away this reproach by putting him to death.
Indeed, we do but urge thee unto this for the assurance of thine empire and of our zeal for thy loyal counselling and of our love to thee. How can it
be lawful that this youth should live for a single hour?".SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR..When the company heard this story, they marvelled
thereat with the utmost wonderment. Then the fifth officer, who was the lieutenant of the bench, (113) came forward and said, '[This is] no wonder
and there befell me that which is rarer and more extraordinary than this..? ? ? ? ? For the uses of food I was fashioned and made; The hands of the
noble me wrought and inlaid..It is related that Ibn es Semmak (162) went in one day to Er Reshid and the Khalif, being athirst, called for drink. So
his cup was brought him, and when he took it, Ibn es Semmak said to him, "Softly, O Commander of the Faithful! If thou wert denied this draught,
with what wouldst thou buy it?" "With the half of my kingdom," answered the Khalif; and Ibn es Semmak said, "Drink and God prosper it to thee!"
Then, when he had drunken, he said to him, "If thou wert denied the going forth of the draught from thy body, with what wouldst thou buy its
issue?" "With the whole of my kingdom," answered Er Reshid: and Ibn es Semmak said, "O Commander of the Faithful, verily, a kingdom that
weigheth not in the balance against a draught [of water] or a voiding of urine is not worth the striving for." And Haroun wept..Prince who fell in
Love with the Picture, The, i. 256.
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