The Glorious Gospel The Center Of Christianity

THE GLORIOUS GOSPEL THE CENTER OF CHRISTIANITY
There was once a man who was exceeding cautious over himself, and he set out one day on a journey to a land abounding in wild beasts. The
caravan wherein he was came by night to the gate of a city; but the warders refused to open to them; so they passed the night without the city, and
there were lions there. The man aforesaid, of the excess of his caution, could not fix upon a place wherein he should pass the night, for fear of the
wild beasts and reptiles; so he went about seeking an empty place wherein he might lie..? ? ? ? ? Repression's draught, by cups, from the beloved's
hand I've quaffed; with colocynth for wine she hath me plied..?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN AND THE DRAPER'S WIFE..Sharper, Story of
the Old, ii. 187..? ? ? ? ? O breeze of heaven, from me a charge I prithee take And do not thou betray the troth of my despair;.Thereupon they all
dismounted and putting off that which was upon them of harness of war, came before El Abbas and tendered him allegiance and sued for his
protection. So he held his hand from them and bade them gather together the spoils. Then he took the riches and the slaves and the camels, and they
all became his liege-men and his retainers, to the number (according to that which is said) of fifty thousand horse. Moreover, the folk heard of him
and flocked to him from all sides; whereupon he divided [the spoil amongst them] and gave gifts and abode thus three days, and there came
presents to him. Then he bade set out for Akil's abiding-place; so they fared on six days and on the seventh day they came in sight of the camp. El
Abbas bade his man Aamir forego him and give Akil the glad news of his cousin's coming. So he rode on to the camp and going in to Akil, gave
him the glad news of Zuheir's slaughter and the conquest of his tribe..Meanwhile, news was brought that Khorassan had been conquered; (23)
whereupon Er Reshid rejoiced and bade decorate Baghdad and release all who were in the prisons, giving each of them a dinar and a dress. So
Jaafer addressed himself to the decoration of the city and bade his brother El Fezl ride to the prison and clothe and release the prisoners. El Fezl did
his brother's bidding and released all but the young Damascene, who abode still in the Prison of Blood, saying, "There is no power and no virtue
save in God the Most High, the Sublime! Verily, we are God's and to Him we return." Then said El Fezl to the gaoler, "Is there any prisoner left in
the prison?" "No," answered he, and El Fezl was about to depart, when Noureddin called out to him from within the prison, saying, "O my lord,
tarry, for there remaineth none in the prison other than I and indeed I am oppressed. This is a day of clemency and there is no disputing concerning
it." El Fezl bade release him; so they set him free and he gave him a dress and a dinar. So the young man went out, bewildered and knowing not
whither he should go, for that he had abidden in the prison nigh a year and indeed his condition was changed and his favour faded, and he abode
walking and turning round, lest El Muradi should come upon him and cast him into another calamity..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son dlxxix.? ?
? ? ? Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet. Said ye not truly, aforetime, that we should live and meet?.As for Queen
Kemeriyeh, she flew off to the palace of her sister Wekhimeh and told her what Meimoun had done and how [he avouched that], whenas he saw
defeat [near at hand], he would slay Tuhfeh; 'and indeed,' added she, 'he is resolved upon this; else had he not dared to commit this outrage. So do
thou contrive the affair as thou deemest well, for thou hast no superior in judgment.' Then they sent for Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and sat
down to take counsel, one with another, of that which they should do in the matter. Then said Wekhimeh, 'We were best fit out a ship in this island
[wherein is my palace] and embark therein, in the guise of mortals, and fare on till we come to a little island, that lieth over against Meimoun's
palace. There will we [take up our abode and] sit drinking and smiting the lute and singing. Now Tuhfeh will of a surety be sitting looking upon the
sea, and needs must she see us and come down to us, whereupon we will take her by force and she will be under our hands, so that none shall avail
more to molest her on any wise. Or, if Meimoun be gone forth to do battle with the Jinn, we will storm his stronghold and take Tuhfeh and raze his
palace and put to death all who are therein. When he hears of this, his heart will be rent in sunder and we will send to let our father know,
whereupon he will return upon him with his troops and he will be destroyed and we shall be quit of him.' And they answered her, saying, 'This is a
good counsel.' Then they bade fit out a ship from behind the mountain, (244) and it was fitted out in less than the twinkling of an eye. So they
launched it on the sea and embarking therein, together with four thousand Afrits, set out, intending for Meimoun's palace. Moreover, they bade
other five thousand Afrits betake themselves to the island under the Crescent Mountain and lie in wait for them there..On this wise they did three
times, and every time [he climbed the tree] the lover came up out of the underground place and bestrode her, whilst her husband looked on and she
still said, 'O liar, seest thou aught?' 'Yes,' would he answer and came down in haste, but saw no one and she said to him, 'By my life, look and say
nought but the truth!' Then said he to her, 'Arise, let us depart this place, (234) for it is full of Jinn and Marids.' [So they returned to their house] and
passed the night [there] and the man arose in the morning, assured that this was all but imagination and illusion. And so the lover accomplished his
desire. (235) Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the king and the tither.".The folk marvelled at
this story with the utmost wonderment and the seventh officer said, 'There befell me in Alexandria the [God-]guarded a marvellous thing, [and it
was that one told me the following story]..? ? ? ? ? Till in a robe of sandal green 'twas clad And veil that blended rose and flame (216) in hue..? ? ?
? ? To his beloved one the lover's heart's inclined; His soul's a captive slave, in sickness' hands confined..? ? ? ? ? Then was my heart by that which
caused my agitation seared, And from mine eyelids still the tears poured down without relent..When the Khalif heard this, he laughed heartily and
said, "By Allah, O my brother, thou art indeed excused in this matter, now that I know the cause and that the cause hath a tail. Nevertheless if it
please God, I will not sever myself from thee." "O my guest," replied Aboulhusn, "did I not say to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur! For
that I will never again foregather with any'?" Then the Khalif rose and Aboulhusn set before him a dish of roast goose and a cake of manchet-bread
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and sitting down, fell to cutting off morsels and feeding the Khalif therewith. They gave not over eating thus till they were content, when
Aboulhusn brought bowl and ewer and potash (16) and they washed their hands..When it was the fourth night, there came the boy whom they were
minded to circumcise, adorned with jewels such as never saw eye nor heard ear of, and amongst the rest a crown of gold, set with pearls and jewels,
the worth whereof was an hundred thousand dinars. He sat down upon the throne and Tuhfeh sang to him, till the surgeon came and they
circumcised him, in the presence of all the kings, who showered on him great store of jewels and jacinths and gold. Queen Kemeriyeh bade the
servants gather up all this and lay it in Tuhfeh's closet, and it was [as much in value as] all that had fallen to her, from the first of the festival to the
last thereof. Moreover, the Sheikh Iblis (whom God curse!) bestowed upon Tuhfeh the crown worn by the boy and gave the latter another, whereat
her reason fled. Then the Jinn departed, in order of rank, whilst Iblis took leave of them, band by band..Dethroned King whose Kingdom and Good
were restored to him, The, i. 285..? ? ? ? ? Fair patience use, for ease still followeth after stress And all things have their time and ordinance no
less..When the Baghdadis saw this succour that had betided them against their enemies [and the victory that El Abbas had gotten them], they turned
back and gathering together the spoils [of the defeated host], arms and treasures and horses, returned to Baghdad, victorious, and all by the valour
of El Abbas. As for Saad, he foregathered with the prince, and they fared on in company till they came to the place where El Abbas had taken
horse, whereupon the latter dismounted from his charger and Saad said to him, "O youth, wherefore alightest thou in other than thy place? Indeed,
thy due is incumbent upon us and upon our Sultan; so go thou with us to the dwellings, that we may ransom thee with our souls." "O Amir Saad,"
replied El Abbas, "from this place I took horse with thee and herein is my lodging. So, God on thee, name me not to the king, but make as if thou
hadst never seen me, for that I am a stranger in the land.".King Shehriyar marvelled at these things and Shehrzad said to him, "Thou marvelledst at
that which befell thee on the part of women; yet hath there befallen the kings of the Chosroes before thee what was more grievous than that which
befell thee, and indeed I have set forth unto thee that which betided khalifs and kings and others than they with their women, but the exposition is
long and hearkening groweth tedious, and in this [that I have already told thee] is sufficiency for the man of understanding and admonishment for
the wise.".? ? ? ? ? God to a tristful lover be light! A man of wit, Yet perishing for yearning and body-worn is he..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and the monks, for
on the Day of Palms a fawn there was Among the servants of the church, a loveling blithe and gay..There was once a man of the Arabs who had a
number of sons, and amongst them a boy, never was seen a fairer than he of favour nor a more accomplished in loveliness, no, nor a more perfect
of wit. When he came to man's estate, his father married him to the daughter of one of his uncles, and she excelled not in beauty, neither was she
praiseworthy of attributes; wherefore she pleased not the youth, but he bore with her, for kinship's sake..Now it befell, by the ordinance of God the
Most High and His providence, that Caesar, king of the Greeks, the husband of Melik Shah's mother Shah Khatoun, [went forth to the chase that
day]. He started a head of game, he and his company, and chased it, till they came up with it by that pit, whereupon one of them lighted down from
his horse, to slaughter it, hard by the mouth of the pit. He heard a sound of low moaning from the bottom of the pit} so he arose and mounting his
horse, waited till the troops were assembled. Then he acquainted the king with this and he bade one of his servants [descend into the pit]. So the
man descended and brought out the youth [and the eunuch], aswoon..When Selim found himself in that sorry plight and considered that wherewith
he was afflicted of tribulation and the contrariness of his fortune, in that he had been a king and was now returned to shackles and prison and
hunger, he wept and groaned and lamented and recited the following verses:.So the thief entered, he and the husband; and when they were both in
the chamber, she locked on them the door, which was a stout one, and said to the thief, 'Out on thee, O fool! Thou hast fallen [into the trap] and
now I have but to cry out and the officers of the police will come and take thee and thou wilt lose thy life, O Satan!' Quoth he, 'Let me go forth;'
and she said, 'Thou art a man and I am a woman; and in thy hand is a knife and I am afraid of thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the knife from me.' So she took
the knife from him and said to her husband, 'Art thou a woman and he a man? Mar his nape with beating, even as he did with thee; and if he put out
his hand to thee, I will cry out and the police will come and take him and cut him in sunder.' So the husband said to him, 'O thousand-horned, (248)
O dog, O traitor, I owe thee a deposit, (249) for which thou dunnest me.' And he fell to beating him grievously with a stick of live-oak, whilst he
called out to the woman for help and besought her of deliverance; but she said, 'Abide in thy place till the morning, and thou shalt see wonders.'
And her husband beat him within the chamber, till he [well- nigh] made an end of him and he swooned away..(continued)..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the
Eunuch Kafour xxxix.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police cccxliv.? ? ? ? ? The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice blew, And as with
falling fire 'twas clad anew;.? ? ? ? ? The camel-leader singing came with the belov'd; our wish Accomplished was and we were quit of all the
railers' prate..One of the host am I of lovers sad and sere, ii. 252..? ? ? ? ? And high is my repute, for that I wounded aforetime My lord, (215)
whom God made best of all the treaders of the clay..As the eunuch was speaking with the king, behold, the damsel raised a corner of the curtain
that shut in the litter, so she might look upon the speaker, and saw the king. When Azadbekht beheld her and noted her fashion and her loveliness
(and indeed never set story-teller (95) eyes on her like,) his soul inclined to her and she took hold upon his heart and he was ravished by her sight.
So he said to the eunuch, "Turn the mule's head and return, for I am King Azadbekht and I will marry her myself, for that Isfehend her father is my
vizier and he will accept of this affair and it will not be grievous to him." "O king," answered the eunuch, "may God prolong thy continuance, have
patience till I acquaint my lord her father, and thou shalt take her in the way of approof, for it befitteth thee not neither is it seemly unto thee that
thou take her on this wise, seeing that it will be an affront to her father if thou take her without his knowledge." Quoth Azadbekht, "I have not
patience [to wait] till thou go to her father and return, and no dishonour will betide him, if I marry her." "O my lord," rejoined the eunuch, "nought
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that is done in haste is long of durance nor doth the heart rejoice therein; and indeed it behoveth thee not to take her on this foul wise. Whatsoever
betideth thee, destroy not thyself with [undue] haste, for I know that her father's breast will be straitened by this affair and this that thou dost will
not profit thee." But the king said, "Verily, Isfehend is [my boughten] servant and a slave of my slaves, and I reck not of her father, if he be vexed
or pleased." So saying, he drew the reins of the mule and carrying the damsel, whose name was Behrjaur, to his house, married her..Quoth the king,
'Verily, thou makest me long to see him. Canst thou not bring us together?' 'With all my heart,' answered the husbandman, and the king sat with
him till he had made an end of his tillage, when he carried him to his dwelling-place and brought him in company with the other stranger, aud
behold, it was his vizier. When they saw each other, they wept and embraced, and the husbandman wept for their weeping; but the king concealed
their affair and said to him, 'This is a man from my country and he is as my brother.' So they abode with the husbandman and helped him for a
wage, wherewith they supported themselves a long while. Meanwhile, they sought news of their country and learned that which its people suffered
of straitness and oppression..118. The Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hikim bi Amrillak M.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
Until they left my heart on fire without allay..8. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelii cxcix.? ? ? ? ? So get thee gone, then, from a house
wherein thou art abased And let not severance from friends lie heavy on thy spright..When she had made an end of her verses, the Lady Zubeideh
bade each damsel sing a song, till the turn came round to Sitt el Milah, whereupon she took the lute and tuning it, sang thereto four-and-twenty
songs in four-and-twenty modes; then she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.So he carried her to a place wherein was
running water and setting her down on the ground, left her and went away, marvelling at her. After he left her, he found his camels, by her blessing,
and when he returned, King Kisra asked him, 'Hast thou found the camels?' ['Yes,' answered he] and acquainted him with the affair of the damsel
and set out to him her beauty and grace; whereupon the king's heart clave to her and he mounted with a few men and betook himself to that place,
where he found the damsel and was amazed at her, for that he saw her overpassing the description wherewith the camel-driver had described her to
him. So he accosted her and said to her, 'I am King Kisra, greatest of the kings. Wilt thou not have me to husband?' Quoth she, 'What wilt thou do
with me, O king, and I a woman abandoned in the desert?' And he answered, saying, 'Needs must this be, and if thou wilt not consent to me, I will
take up my sojourn here and devote myself to God's service and thine and worship Him with thee.'.Ye chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever
new, iii. 30..Accordingly, the trooper bought him a house near at hand and made therein an underground passage communicating with his mistress's
house. When he had accomplished his affair, the wife bespoke her husband as her lover had lessoned her and he went out to go to the trooper's
house, but turned back by the way, whereupon quoth she to him, 'By Allah, go forthright, for that my sister asketh of thee.' So the dolt of a fuller
went out and made for the trooper's house, whilst his wife forewent him thither by the secret passage, and going up, sat down beside her lover.
Presently, the fuller entered and saluted the trooper and his [supposed] wife and was confounded at the coincidence of the case. (230) Then doubt
betided him and he returned in haste to his dwelling; but she forewent him by the underground passage to her chamber and donning her wonted
clothes, sat [waiting] for him and said to him, 'Did I not bid thee go to my sister and salute her husband and make friends with them?' Quoth he, 'I
did this, but I misdoubted of my affair, when I saw his wife.' And she said, 'Did I not tell thee that she resembleth me and I her, and there is nought
to distinguish between us but our clothes? Go back to her.'.So saying, he spat in her face and went out from her; whilst Shah Khatoun made him no
answer, knowing that, if she spoke at that time, he would not credit her speech. Then she humbled herself in supplication to God the Most High and
said, 'O God the Great, Thou knowest the hidden things and the outward parts and the inward' If an advanced term (137) be [appointed] to me, let it
not be deferred, and if a deferred one, let it not be advanced!' On this wise she passed some days, whilst the king fell into perplexity and forswore
meat and drink and sleep and abode knowing not what he should do and saying [in himself], 'If I kill the eunuch and the youth, my soul will not be
solaced, for they are not to blame, seeing that she sent to fetch him, and my heart will not suffer me to slay them all three. But I will not be hasty in
putting them to death, for that I fear repentance.' Then he left them, so he might look into the affair..When Shefikeh saw that which betided him,
she came forward and said to him, "O bountiful lord, indeed my mistress returneth not the mantle and the necklace despitefully; but she is about to
depart the world and thou hast the best right to them." "And what is the cause of this?" asked he. Quoth Shefikeh, "Thou knowest. By Allah, never
among the Arabs nor the barbarians nor among the sons of the kings saw I a harder of heart than thou! Is it a light matter to thee that thou troublest
Mariyeh's life and causest her mourn for herself and depart the world on account of (110) thy youth? Indeed, thou wast the cause of her
acquaintance with thee and now she departeth the world on thine account, she whose like God the Most High hath not created among the daughters
of the kings.".When Tuhfeh beheld this, she called to mind her lord and wept sore and said, 'I beseech God the Most High to vouchsafe me speedy
deliverance, so I may return to my palace and that my high estate and queendom and glory and be reunited with my lord and master Er Reshid.'
Then she walked in that garden and saw in its midst a dome of white marble, raised on columns of black teak and hung with curtains embroidered
with pearls and jewels. Amiddleward this pavilion was a fountain, inlaid with all manner jacinths, and thereon a statue of gold, and [beside it] a
little door. She opened the door and found herself in a long passage; so she followed it and behold, a bath lined with all kinds of precious marbles
and floored with a mosaic of pearls and jewels. Therein were four cisterns of alabaster, one facing other, and the ceiling of the bath was of glass
coloured with all manner colours, such as confounded the understanding of the folk of understanding and amazed the wit..When the news reached
El Aziz, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy in the coming of his son and straightway took horse, he and all his army, what while the trumpets
sounded and the musicians played, that the earth quaked and Baghdad also trembled, and it was a notable day. When Mariyeh beheld all this, she
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repented with the uttermost of repentance of that which she had wroughten against El Abbas his due and the fires still raged in her vitals.
Meanwhile, the troops (104) sallied forth of Baghdad and went out to meet those of El Abbas, who had halted in a meadow called the Green Island.
When he espied the approaching host, he knew not what they were; so he strained his sight and seeing horsemen coming and troops and footmen,
said to those about him, "Among yonder troops are ensigns and banners of various kinds; but, as for the great green standard that ye see, it is the
standard of my father, the which is reserved [unto him and never displayed save] over his head, and [by this] I know that he himself is come out in
quest of me." And he was certified of this, he and his troops..?THE SECOND OFFICER'S STORY..Presently, she heard a blowing behind her; so
she turned and behold, a head without a body and with eyes slit endlong; it was of the bigness of an elephant's head and bigger and had a mouth as
it were an oven and projecting tusks, as they were grapnels, and hair that trailed upon the earth. So Tuhfeh said, 'I take refuge with God from Satan
the Stoned!' and recited the Two Amulets; (217) what while the head drew near her and said to her, 'Peace be upon thee, O princess of Jinn and
men and unique pearl of her age and her time! May God still continue thee on life, for all the lapsing of the days, and reunite thee with thy lord the
Imam!' (218) 'And upon thee be peace,' answered she, 'O thou whose like I have not seen among the Jinn!' Quoth the head, 'We are a people who
avail not to change their favours and we are called ghouls. The folk summon us to their presence, but we may not present ourselves before them
[without leave]. As for me, I have gotten leave of the Sheikh Aboultawaif to present myself before thee and I desire of thy favour that thou sing me
a song, so I may go to thy palace and question its haunters (219) concerning the plight of thy lord after thee and return to thee; and know, O Tuhfet
es Sudour, that between thee and thy lord is a distance of fifty years' journey to the diligent traveller.' 'Indeed,' rejoined Tuhfeh, 'thou grievest me
[for him] between whom and me is fifty years' journey. And the head said to her, 'Be of good heart and cheerful eye, for the kings of the Jinn will
restore thee to him in less than the twinkling of an eye.' Quoth she,' I will sing thee an hundred songs, so thou wilt bring me news of my lord and
that which hath befallen him after me.' And the head answered, saying, 'Do thou favour me and sing me a song, so I may go to thy lord and bring
thee news of him, for that I desire, before I go, to hear thy voice, so haply my thirst (220) may be quenched.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang
the following verses:.Mariyeh folded the letter and gave it to Shefikeh, bidding her carry it to El Abbas. So she took it and going with it to his door,
would have entered; but the chamberlains and serving-men forbade her, till they had gotten her leave from the prince. When she went in to him, she
found him sitting in the midst of the five damsels aforesaid, whom his father had brought him. So she gave him the letter and he took it and read it.
Then he bade one of the damsels, whose name was Khefifeh and who came from the land of China, tune her lute and sing upon the subject of
separation. So she came forward and tuning the lute, played thereon in four-and-twenty modes; after which she returned to the first mode and sang
the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! How joyous and how solaceful was life in them
whilere!.? ? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, how many a cup of sorrow have I drained, Watching the stars of night go by, for sleepless languishment!.'A
great theft had been committed in the city and I was cited, (139) I and my fellows. Now it was a matter of considerable value and they (140)
pressed hard upon us; but we obtained of them some days' grace and dispersed in quest of the stolen goods. As for me, I sallied forth with five men
and went round about the city that day; and on the morrow we fared forth [into the suburbs]. When we came a parasang or two parasangs' distance
from the city, we were athirst; and presently we came to a garden. So I went in and going up to the water-wheel, (141) entered it and drank and
made the ablution and prayed. Presently up came the keeper of the garden and said to me, "Out on thee! Who brought thee into this water-wheel?"
And he cuffed me and squeezed my ribs till I was like to die. Then he bound me with one of his bulls and made me turn in the water-wheel,
flogging me the while with a cattle whip he had with him, till my heart was on fire; after which he loosed me and I went out, knowing not the
way..After he had slain him, he fell into repentance and mourning and chagrin waxed upon him, and none, who questioned him, would he acquaint
with the cause thereof, nor, of his love for his wife, did he tell her of this, and whenas she asked him of [the cause of] his grief, he answered her
not. When the viziers knew of Abou Temam's death, they rejoiced with an exceeding joy and knew that the king's grief arose from regret for him.
As for Ilan Shah, he used, after this, to betake himself by night to the sleeping-chamber of the two boys and spy upon them, so he might hear what
they said concerning his wife. As he stood one night privily at the door of their chamber, he saw them spread out the gold before them and play
with it and heard one of them say, 'Out on us! What doth this gold profit us? For that we cannot buy aught therewith neither spend it upon
ourselves. Nay, but we have sinned against Abou Temam and done him to death unjustly.' And the other answered, 'Had we known that the king
would presently kill him, we had not done what we did.'.? ? ? ? ? aa. Selim and Selma dccccxxii.It chanced one day that he fell in upon a company
of folk and they overcame him by dint of numbers and taking him prisoner, pinioned him and carried him to the lord of that country. The latter saw
his fashion and grace and misdoubting of him, said, 'This is no robber's favour. Tell me truly, O youth, who thou art.' Bihzad thought shame to
acquaint him with his condition and chose rather death for himself; so he answered, 'I am nought but a thief and a bandit.' Quoth the king, 'It
behoveth us not to act hastily in the matter of this youth, but that we look into his affair, for that haste still engendereth repentance.' So he
imprisoned him in his palace and assigned him one who should serve him..Wife, The King and his Chamberlain's, ii. 53..Beard of the old he-goat,
the one-eyed, what shall be, ii. 231..There was once in the land [of Egypt and] the city of Cairo, [under the dynasty] of the Turks, (84) a king of the
valiant kings and the exceeding mighty Sultans, by name El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari. (85) He was used to storm the
Islamite strongholds and the fortresses of the Coast (86) and the Nazarene citadels, and the governor of his [capital] city was just to the folk, all of
them. Now El Melik ez Zahir was passionately fond of stories of the common folk and of that which men purposed and loved to see this with his
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eyes and hear their sayings with his ears, and it befell that he heard one night from one of his story-tellers (87) that among women are those who
are doughtier than men of valour and greater of excellence and that among them are those who will do battle with the sword and others who cozen
the quickest-witted of magistrates and baffle them and bring down on them all manner of calamity; whereupon quoth the Sultan, 'I would fain hear
this of their craft from one of those who have had to do theiewith, so I may hearken unto him and cause him tell.' And one of the story-tellers said,
'O king, send for the chief of the police of the town.'.? ? ? ? ? For nought of worldly fortune I weep! my only joy In seeing thee consisteth and in
thy seeing me..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My pleasant life for loss of friends is troubled aye..Meanwhile, the wind carried the two children [out to sea and
thence driving them] towards the land, cast them up on the sea-shore. As for one of them, a company of the guards of the king of those parts found
him and carried him to their master, who marvelled at him with an exceeding wonderment and adopted him to his son, giving out to the folk that he
was his [very] son, whom he had hidden, (106) of his love for him. So the folk rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy, for the king's sake, and the
latter appointed him his heir-apparent and the inheritor of his kingdom. On this wise, a number of years passed, till the king died and they crowned
the youth king in his room. So he sat down on the throne of his kingship and his estate flourished and his affairs prospered..? ? ? ? ? c. Hemmad the
Bedouin's Story cxliv."By Allah, he treadeth no carpet of mine! Who is at the door other than he?" "Jerir ibn el Khetefa," answered Adi; and Omar
said, "It is he who saith ... " [And he recited as follows:].When Hafizeh had made an end of her song, El Abbas said to her, "Well done! Indeed,
thou quickenest hearts from sorrows." Then he called another damsel of the daughters of the Medes, by name Merjaneh, and said to her, "O
Merjaneh, sing to me upon the days of separation." "Hearkening and obedience," answered she and improvising, sang the following verses:.Then
she told him the story of Anca, daughter of Behram Gour, with Anca, daughter of the wind, and described to him her dwelling-place and her island,
whereupon quoth Er Reshid, 'O Tuhfet es Sedr, (252) tell me of El Anca, daughter of Behram Gour; is she of the Jinn or of mankind or of the
birds? For this long time have I desired to find one who should tell me of her.' 'It is well, O Commander of the Faithful,' answered Tuhfeh. 'I asked
the queen of this and she acquainted me with her case and told me who built her the palace.' Quoth Er Reshid, 'I conjure thee by Allah, tell it me.'
And Tuhfeh answered, 'It is well,' and proceeded to tell him. And indeed he was amazed at that which he heard from her and what she told him and
at that which she had brought back of jewels and jacinths of various colours and preciots stones of many kinds, such as amazed the beholder and
confounded thought and mind. As for this, it was the means of the enrichment of the Barmecides and the Abbasicles, and they abode in their
delight..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? But if my wealth abound, of all I'm held in amity..Then she changed the measure and the mode and sang the following
verses:.Thereat Queen Zelzeleh was moved to exceeding delight and bidding her treasuress bring a basket, wherein were fifty pairs of bracelets and
the like number of earrings, all of gold, set with jewels of price, the like whereof nor men nor Jinn possessed, and an hundred robes of coloured
brocade and an hundred thousand dinars, gave the whole to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister Sherareh, who had in her hand a stalk of
narcissus; so she took it from her and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and
improvised and sang the following verses:.The Fifth Night of the Month.A certain wealthy merchant had a fair daughter, who was as the full moon,
and when she attained the age of fifteen, her father betook himself to an old man and spreading him a carpet in his sitting-chamber, gave him to eat
and caroused with him. Then said he to him, 'I desire to marry thee to my daughter.' The other excused himself, because of his poverty, and said to
him, 'I am not worthy of her nor am I a match for thee.' The merchant was instant with him, but he repeated his answer to him, saying, 'I will not
consent to this till thou acquaint me with the reason of thy desire for me. If I find it reasonable, I will fall in with thy wish; and if not, I will not do
this ever.'.Then they left him and dispersed and one of the sons fell to spying upon his father, so that he saw him hide the treasure without the city.
When he had made an end of burying it, he returned to his house; and when the morning morrowed, his son repaired to the place where he had seen
his father bury the treasure and dug and took it and went his way. When the [hour of the] old man's admission [to the mercy of God] drew nigh, he
called his sons to him and acquainted them with the place where he had hidden his riches. As soon as he was dead, they went and dug up the
treasure and found wealth galore, for that the money, which the first son had taken by stealth, was on the surface and he knew not that under it was
other money. So they took it and divided it and the first son took his share with the rest and laid it to that which he had taken aforetime, behind [the
backs of] his father and his brethren. Then he took to wife the daughter of his father's brother and was vouchsafed by her a male child, who was the
goodliest of the folk of his time..So he repaired to the draper and buying of him a turban-cloth of lawn, returned with it to the old woman, who took
it and burned it in two places. Then she donned devotees' apparel and taking the turban-cloth with her, went to the draper's house and knocked at
the door. When the draper's wife saw her, she opened to her and received her kindly and made much of her and welcomed her. So the old woman
went in to her and conversed with her awhile. Then said she to her, "[I desire to make] the ablution [preparatory] to prayer." So the wife brought
her water and she made the ablution and standing up to pray, prayed and did her occasion. When she had made an end of her prayers, she left the
turban-cloth in the place of prayer and went away..THE TEN VIZIERS; OR THE HISTORY OF KING AZADBEKHT AND HIS SON. (94).? ? ?
? ? Read thou my writ and apprehend its purport, for my case This is and fate hath stricken me with sorrows past allay..When she awoke, she said
to the old man, "O elder, hast thou aught of food?" And he answered, "O my lady, I have bread and olives." Quoth she, "That is food fit but for the
like of thee. As for me, I will have nought but roast lamb and broths and fat rissoled fowls and stuffed ducks and all manner meats dressed with
[pounded nuts and almond-]kernels and sugar." "O my lady," replied the Muezzin, "I never heard of this chapter in the Koran, nor was it revealed
unto our lord Mohammed, whom God bless and keep!" (31) She laughed and said, "O elder, the matter is even as thou sayest; but bring me inkhorn
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and paper." So he brought her what she sought and she wrote a letter and gave it to him, together with a seal-ring from her finger, saying, "Go into
the city and enquire for such an one the money-changer and give him this my letter.".One day, as the prefect sat [in his house], the watchman came
in to him and said, "O my lord, the Jew goeth to the house of such an one." Whereupon El Atwesh arose and went forth alone, taking with him
none but myself. As he went along, he said to me, "Indeed, this [woman] is a fat piece of meat." (109) And we gave not over going till we came to
the door of the house and stood there till a slave-girl came out, as if to buy them somewhat. We waited till she opened the door, whereupon,
without further parley, we forced our way into the house and rushed in upon the girl, whom we found seated with the Jew in a saloon with four
estrades, and cooking-pots and candles therein. When her eyes fell on the prefect, she knew him and rising to her feet, said, "Welcome and fair
welcome! Great honour hath betided me by my lord's visit and indeed thou honourest my dwelling.".When it was eventide, the king caused avoid
his sitting chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself and making his obeisance to the king, kissed the earth before him and bespoke
him as follows:.? ? ? ? ? How long shall I anights distracted be for love Of thee? How long th' assaults of grief and woes abide?.Azadbekht and his
Son, History of King, i. 61.Then they displayed Shehrzad in the sixth and seventh dresses and clad her in youths' apparel, whereupon she came
forward, swaying coquettishly from side to side; and indeed she ravished wits and hearts and ensorcelled with her glances [all who looked on her].
She shook her sides and wagged her hips, then put her hair on the hilt of her sword and went up to King Shehriyar, who embraced her, as the
hospitable man embraces the guest, and threatened her in her ear with the taking of the sword; and indeed she was even as saith of her the poet in
these verses:.Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, ii. 230..?THE FIRST OFFICER'S STORY..EL MAMOUN
AND ZUBEIDEH (163).The Twenty-Fourth Night of the Month.."He shall not come in to me. Who is at the door, other than he?" "Heman ben
Ghalib el Ferezdec," (55) answered Adi; and Omar said, "It is he who saith, glorying in adultery ..." [And he repeated the following verses:].? ? ? ?
? I wept, but those who spied to part us had no ruth On me nor on the fires that in my vitals flare..SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR..So he arose
and taking his weaving gear, sold it and bought with the price drugs and simples and wrought himself a carpet, with which they set out and
journeyed to a certain village, where they took up their abode. Then the man donned a physician's habit and fell to going round about the hamlets
and villages and country parts; and he began to earn his living and make gain. Their affairs prospered and their case was bettered; wherefore they
praised God for their present ease and the village became to them a home..It is said that the most extraordinary of that which happened to Er Reshid
was as follows: His brother El Hadi, (153) when he succeeded to the Khalifate, enquired of a seal-ring of great price, that had belonged to his father
El Mehdi, (154) and it came to his knowledge that Er Reshid had taken it. So he required it of the latter, who refused to give it up, and El Hadi
insisted upon him, but he still denied the seal-ring of the Khalifate. Now this was on the bridge [over the Tigris], and he threw the ring into the
river. When El Hadi died and Er Reshid succeeded to the Khalifate, he came in person to that bridge, with a seal-ring of lead, which he threw into
the river at the same place, and bade the divers seek it. So they did [his bidding] and brought up the first ring, and this was reckoned [an omen] of
Er Reshid's good fortune and [a presage of] the continuance of his reign. (155).? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxliii.? ? ? ? ? One of the host am I of
lovers sad and sere For waiting long drawn out and expectation drear..? ? ? ? ? They have shut out thy person from my sight; They cannot shut thy
memory from my spright..Selim and Selma, ii. 81..As for the woman, whenas the man went out from her, she resolved to depart; so she went forth,
saying in herself, 'There is no journeying for me in woman's attire.' Then she donned men's apparel, such as is worn of the pious, and set out and
wandered over the earth; nor did she leave going till she entered a certain city. Now the king of that city had an only daughter in whom he gloried
and whom he loved, and she saw the devotee and deeming her a pilgrim youth, said to her father, 'I would fain have this youth take up his abode
with me, so I may learn of him wisdom and renunciation and religion.' Her father rejoiced in this and commanded the [supposed] pilgrim to take up
his sojourn with his daughter in his palace. Now they were in one place and the king's daughter was strenuous to the utterest in continence and
chastity and nobility of mind and magnanimity and devotion to the worship of God; but the ignorant slandered her (5) and the folk of the realm
said, 'The king's daughter loveth the pilgrim youth and he loveth her.'.Presently, one of the eunuchs sat down at his head and said to him, "Sit up, O
Commander of the Faithful, and look on thy palace and thy slave-girls." Quoth Aboulhusn, "By the protection of God, am I in truth Commander of
the Faithful and dost thou not lie? Yesterday, I went not forth neither ruled, but drank and slept, and this eunuch cometh to rouse me up." Then he
sat up and bethought himself of that which had betided him with his mother and how he had beaten her and entered the hospital, and he saw the
marks of the beating, wherewithal the superintendant of the hospital had beaten him, and was perplexed concerning his affair and pondered in
himself, saying, "By Allah, I know not how my case is nor what is this that betideth me!".Therewithal, O my brother, the locust fell to going round
about among the company of the birds, but saw nought resembling the hawk in bulk and body save the kite and deemed well of her. So she brought
the hawk and the kite together and counselled the former to make friends with the latter. Now it chanced that the hawk fell sick and the kite abode
with him a long while [and tended him] till he recovered and became whole and strong; wherefore he thanked her [and she departed from him]. But
after awhile the hawk's sickness returned to him and he needed the kite's succour. So the locust went out from him and was absent from him a day,
after which she returned to him with a[nother] locust, (53) saying, "I have brought thee this one." When the hawk saw her, he said, "God requite
thee with good! Indeed, thou hast done well in the quest and hast been subtle in the choice.".When the king heard his speech, he turned to him and
said, "It is grievous to me, O vizier of good counsel." And he told him that the [other] sages testified [to the correctness of their fellow's
interpretation of the dream]; whereupon Er Rehwan sighed and knew that the king went in fear of him; but he showed him fortitude and said to
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him, "God assain the king! My counsel is that the king accomplish his commandment and execute his ordinance, for that needs must death be and it
is liefer to me that I die, oppressed, than that I die, an oppressor. But, if the king see fit to defer the putting of me to death till the morrow and will
pass this night with me and take leave of me, when the morrow cometh, the king shall do what he will.".As for the princess Mariyeh, when she
returned to her palace, she bethought herself concerning the affair of El Abbas, repenting her of that which she had done, and the love of him took
root in her heart. So, when the night darkened upon her, she dismissed all her women and bringing out the letters, to wit, those which El Abbas had
written, fell to reading them and weeping. She gave not over weeping her night long, and when she arose in the morning, she called a damsel of her
slave-girls, Shefikeh by name, and said to her, "O damsel, I purpose to discover to thee mine affair, and I charge thee keep my secret; to wit, I
would have thee betake thyself to the house of the nurse, who used to serve me, and fetch her to me, for that I have grave occasion for her.".Then
he thrust his feet into boots and girt him with a sword and a girdle and bound about his middle a quiver and a bow and arrows. Moreover, he put
money in his pocket and thrust into his sleeve letters-patent addressed to the governor of Ispahan, bidding him assign to Rustem Khemartekeni a
monthly allowance of a hundred dirhems and ten pounds of bread and five pounds of meat and enrol him among the Turks under his
commandment. Then he took him up and carrying him forth, left him in one of the mosques..? ? ? ? ? Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with
love and languishment, Yet ye torment me, for to you 'tis pleasing to torment..When the folk heard his words, they talked of letting him go; but the
Persian said, 'O folk, let not his speech beguile you. This fellow is none other than a thief who knoweth how to sing, and when he happeneth on the
like of us, he is a singer.' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'this man is a stranger, and needs must we release him.' Quoth he, 'By Allah, my heart
revolteth from this fellow! Let me make an end of him with beating.' But they said, 'Thou mayst nowise do that' So they delivered the singer from
the Persian, the master of the house, and seated him amongst them, whereupon he fell to singing to them and they rejoiced in him..Bibers el
Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin, ii. 117..So El Merouzi went away and the other turned to his wife and
said to her, 'We have gotten us great plenty of money, and yonder dog would fain take the half of it; but this shall never be, for that my mind hath
been changed against him, since I heard him solicit thee; wherefore I purpose to play him a trick and enjoy all the money; and do not thou cross
me.' ' It is well,' answered she, and he said to her, '[To-morrow] at day-peep I will feign myself dead and do thou cry out and tear thy hair,
whereupon the folk will flock to me. Then lay me out and bury me, and when the folk are gone away [from the burial-place], do thou dig down to
me and take me; and have no fear for me, for I can abide two days in the tomb [without hurt].' And she answered, 'Do what thou wilt.'.? ? ? ? ? Or if
to me "I'm absent" thou sayest, "'Tis a lie," My heart replies, bewildered 'twixt doubt and certainty..Son, The History of King Azadbekht and his, i.
61..I went forth one day, purposing to make a journey, and fell in with a man whose wont it was to stop the way. When he came up with me, he
offered to slay me and I said to him, "I have nothing with me whereby thou mayst profit." Quoth he, "My profit shall be the taking of thy life."
"What is the cause of this?" asked I. "Hath there been feud between us aforetime?" And he answered, "No; but needs must I slay thee." Therewithal
I fled from him to the river-side; but he overtook me and casting me to the ground, sat down on my breast. So I sought help of the Sheikh El Hejjaj
(156) and said to him, "Protect me from this oppressor!" And indeed he had drawn a knife, wherewith to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a
great crocodile forth of the river and snatching him up from off my breast, plunged with him into the water, with the knife still in his hand; whilst I
abode extolling the perfection of God the Most High and rendering thanks for my preservation to Him who had delivered me from the hand of that
oppressor.'.Meanwhile, Selim abode with the cook a whole year's space, earning him two dinars every day; and when his affair was prolonged, the
cook inclined unto him and took compassion on him, on condition that, if he let him go, he should not discover his fashion to the Sultan, for that it
was his wont every little while to entrap a man and carry him to his house and slay him and take his money and cook his flesh and give it to the
folk to eat. So he said to him, 'O youth, wilt thou that I release thee from this thy plight, on condition that thou be reasonable and discover not aught
of thine affair ever?' And Selim answered, 'I will swear to thee by whatsoever oath thou choosest that I will keep thy secret and will not speak one
syllable against thy due, what while I abide on life.' Quoth the cook, 'I purpose to send thee forth with my brother and cause thee travel with him on
the sea, on condition that thou be unto him a boughten slave; and when he cometh to the land of Hind, he shall sell thee and thus wilt thou be
delivered from prison and slaughter.' And Selim said, 'It is well: be it as thou sayst, may God the Most High requite thee with good!'
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