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Then said she to me, "To-morrow morning, when Amin el Hukm cometh, have patience with him till he have made an end of his speech, and when
he is silent, return him no answer; and if the prefect say to thee, 'What ailest thee that thou answereth him not?' do thou reply, 'O lord, know that the
two words are not alike, but there is no [helper] for him who is undermost (101), save God the Most High.' (102) The Cadi will say, 'What is the
meaning of thy saying," The two words are not alike"?' And do thou make answer, saying, 'I deposited with thee a damsel from the palace of the
Sultan, and most like some losel of thy household hath transgressed against her or she hath been privily murdered. Indeed, there were on her jewels
and raiment worth a thousand dinars, and hadst thou put those who are with thee of slaves and slave-girls to the question, thou hadst assuredly lit
on some traces [of the crime].' When he heareth this from thee, his agitation will redouble and he will be confounded and will swear that needs
must thou go with him to his house; but do thou say, 'That will I not do, for that I am the party aggrieved, more by token that I am under suspicion
with thee.' If he redouble in calling [on God for aid] and conjure thee by the oath of divorce, saying, 'Needs must thou come,' do thou say, 'By
Allah, I will not go, except the prefect come also.'.Malice, Of Envy and, i. 125..73. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi dclvii.I marvelled
at her words and said to her, "What wouldst thou have me do?" And she answered, "O Captain Muin, I would have thee give me a helping hand."
Quoth I, "What have I to do with the daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm?" And she said, "Know that I would not have thee intrude upon the Cadi's
daughter, but I would fain contrive for the attainment of my wishes.' This is my intent and my desire, and my design will not be accomplished but
by thine aid." Then said she, "I mean this night to go with a stout heart and hire me trinkets of price; then will I go and sit in the street wherein is
the house of Amin el Hukm; and when it is the season of the round and the folk are asleep, do thou pass, thou and those who are with thee of the
police, and thou wilt see me sitting and on me fine raiment and ornaments and wilt smell on me the odour of perfumes; whereupon do thou
question me of my case and I will say, 'I come from the Citadel and am of the daughters of the deputies (91) and I came down [into the town,] to do
an occasion; but the night overtook me at unawares and the Zuweyleh gate was shut against me and all the gates and I knew not whither I should go
this night Presently I saw this street and noting the goodliness of its ordinance and its cleanness, took shelter therein against break of day.' When I
say this to thee with all assurance (92) the chief of the watch will have no suspicion of me, but will say, 'Needs must we leave her with one who
will take care of her till morning.' And do thou rejoin, 'It were most fitting that she pass the night with Amin el Hukm and lie with his family and
children till the morning.' Then do thou straightway knock at the Cadi's door, and thus shall I have gained admission into his house, without
inconvenience, and gotten my desire; and peace be on thee!" And I said to her, "By Allah, this is an easy matter.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. The King's
Son and the Ogress xv.? ? ? ? ? "How call'st thou this thy dress?" quoth we, and she replied A word wherein the wise a lesson well might trace;.? ?
? ? ? o. The King's Son and the Merchant's Wife dccccxciii.Moreover, he assembled the sages and the theologians and the sons of the kings and
devised with them and asked them questions and problems and examined with them into many things of all fashions that might direct him to
well-doing in the kingly office; and he questioned them also of subtleties and religious obligations and of the laws of the kingdom and the fashions
of administration and of that which it behoveth the king to do of looking into the affairs of the people and repelling the enemy [from the realm] and
fending off his malice with war; wherefore the people's contentment redoubled and their joy in that which God the Most High had vouchsafed them
of his elevation to the kingship over them. So he upheld the ordinance of the realm and the affairs thereof abode established upon the accepted
customs..32. The Mock Khalif cclxxxvi.The Twenty-Third Night of the Month..One day the Commander of the Faithful bade bring him to the
presence; so his slave-girl changed his raiment and clothing him in sumptuous apparel, mounted him on the mule. Then he rode to the palace and
presenting himself before the Khalif, saluted him with the goodliest of salutations and bespoke him with eloquent and deep-thoughted speech.
When Er Reshid saw him, he marvelled at the goodliness of his favour and his eloquence and the readiness of his speech and enquiring of him, was
told that he was Sitt el Milah's lord; whereupon quoth he, "Indeed, she is excusable in her love for him, and if we had put her to death
unrighteously, as we were minded to do, her blood would have been upon our heads." Then he turned to the young man and entering into discourse
with him, found him well bred, intelligent, quick of wit and apprehension, generous, pleasant, elegant, erudite. So he loved him with an exceeding
love and questioned him of his native city and of his father and of the manner of his journey to Baghdad. Noureddin acquainted him with that
which he would know in the goodliest of words and with the concisest of expressions; and the Khalif said to him, "And where hast thou been
absent all this while? Indeed, we sent after thee to Damascus and Mosul and other the towns, but lit on no tidings of thee." "O my lord," answered
the young man, "there betided thy slave in thy city that which never yet betided any." And he acquainted him with his case from first to last and
told him that which had befallen him of evil [from El Muradi and his crew]..?STORY OF THE WEAVER WHO BECAME A PHYSICIAN BY
HIS WIFE'S COMMANDMENT..My heart will never credit that I am far from thee, ii. 275..When the morning morrowed, he assembled the cadis
and judges and assessors and sending for the Magian and the two youths and their mother, questioned them of their case, whereupon the two young
men began and said, 'We are the sons of the king Such-an-one and enemies and wicked men got the mastery of out realm; so our father fled forth
with us and wandered at a venture, for fear of the enemies.' [And they recounted to him all that had betided them, from beginning to end.] Quoth
he, 'Ye tell a marvellous story; but what hath [Fate] done with your father?' 'We know not how fortune dealt with him after our loss,' answered they;
and he was silent..Young Men, El Hejjaj and the Three, i. 53..?A MERRY JEST OF A THIEF..? ? ? ? ? Desire hath left me wasted, afflicted, sore
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afraid, For the spy knows the secret whereof I do complain..Then he sent for the viziers and said to them, 'O wicked viziers, ye thought that God
was heedless of your deed, but your wickedness shall revert upon you. Know ye not that whoso diggeth a pit for his brother shall fall into it? Take
from me the punishment of this world and to-morrow ye shall get the punishment of the world to come and requital from God.' Then he bade put
them to death; so [the headsman] smote off their heads before the king, and he went in to his wife and acquainted her with that wherein he had
transgressed against Abou Temam; whereupon she grieved for him with an exceeding grief and the king and the people of his household left not
weeping and repenting all their lives. Moreover, they brought Abou Temam forth of the well and the king built him a dome (127) in his palace and
buried him therein..So he opened to me and I went out and had not gone far from the house when I met a woman, who said to me, "Methinks a long
life was fore-ordained to thee; else hadst thou not come forth of yonder house." "How so?" asked I, and she answered, "Ask thy friend [such an
one," naming thee,] "and he will acquaint thee with strange things." So, God on thee, O my friend, tell me what befell thee of wonders and rarities,
for I have told thee what befell me.' 'O my brother,' answered I, 'I am bound by a solemn oath.' And he said, 'O my friend, break thine oath and tell
me.' Quoth I, 'Indeed, I fear the issue of this.' [But he importuned me] till I told him all, whereat he marvelled. Then I went away from him and
abode a long while, [without farther news]..When the morning morrowed, the draper went out, still angered against his wife, and the old woman
returned to her and found her changed of colour, pale of face, dejected and heart-broken. [So she questioned her of the cause of her dejection and
she told her how her husband was angered against her (as she supposed) on account of the burns in the turban-cloth.] "O my daughter," rejoined the
old woman, "be not concerned; for I have a son, a fine-drawer, and he, by thy life, shall fine-draw [the holes] and restore the turban-cloth as it was.
"The wife rejoiced in her saying and said to her, "And when shall this be?" "To-morrow, if it please God the Most High," answered the old woman,
"I will bring him to thee, at the time of thy husband's going forth from thee, and he shall mend it and depart forth-right." Then she comforted her
heart and going forth from her, returned to the young man and told him what had passed..? ? ? ? ? Why to estrangement and despite inclin'st thou
with the spy? Yet that a bough (14) from side to side incline (15) small wonder 'twere..INDEX TO THE NAMES OF THE "TALES FROM THE
ARABIC".Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter, iii. 199..When she had made an end of her song, the Commander of the Faithful said to her,
"O damsel, thou art in love." "Yes," answered she. And he said, "With whom?" Quoth she, "With my lord and my master, my love for whom is as
the love of the earth for rain, or as the love of the female for the male; and indeed the love of him is mingled with my flesh and my blood and hath
entered into the channels of my bones. O Commander of the Faithful, whenas I call him to mind, mine entrails are consumed, for that I have not
accomplished my desire of him, and but that I fear to die, without seeing him, I would assuredly kill myself." And he said, "Art thou in my
presence and bespeakest me with the like of these words? I will assuredly make thee forget thy lord.".Shehrzad and Shehriyar, ii. 111, iii. 141,
157..Meanwhile, the king and queen abode in the island, over against the old man and woman, and ate of the fruits that were in the island and drank
of its waters, till, one day, as they sat, there came a ship and moored to the side of the island, to fill up with water, whereupon they (63) looked at
each other and spoke. The master of the ship was a Magian and all that was therein, both men and goods, belonged to him, for that he was a
merchant and went round about the world. Now covetise deluded the old man, the owner of the island, and he went up [into the ship] and gave the
Magian news of the king's wife, setting out to him her charms, till he made him yearn unto her and his soul prompted him to use treachery and
practise upon her and take her from her hnsband. So he sent to her, saying, 'With us in the ship is a woman with child, and we fear lest she be
delivered this night. Hast thou skill in the delivering of women?' And she answered, 'Yes.' Now it was the last of the day; so he sent to her to come
up into the ship and deliver the woman, for that the pangs of labour were come upon her; and he promised her clothes and spending-money.
Accordingly, she embarked in all assurance, with a heart at ease for herself, and transported her gear to the ship; but no sooner was she come
thither than the anchors were weighed and the canvas spread and the ship set sail..40. Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih dlxv.? ? ? ? ?
How many a friend, for money's sake, hath companied with me!.Sharpers, The Money-Changer and the Ass, The, ii. 41..Reshid (Haroun er) and the
Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..?Story of King Dadbin and His Viziers..? ? ? ? ? No slaves with me have I nor camels swift of foot, Nor
slave-girls have I brought in curtained litters dight..Quoth the king, "Belike, if I hear this story, I shall gain wisdom from it; so I will not hasten in
the slaying of this vizier, nor will I put him to death before the thirty days have expired." Then he gave him leave to withdraw, and he went away to
his own house..? ? ? ? ? But, when from home it fares, forthright all glory it attains And 'twixt the eyelid and the eye incontinent 'tis dight..? ? ? ? ?
With ruin I o'erwhelm him and abjectness and woe And cause him quaff the goblet of death and distance drear..When it was the day of the
going-in, (110) Bihzad, of his haste and lack of patience, betook himself to the wall, which was between himself and the princess's lodging and in
which there was a hole pierced, and looked, so he might see his bride, of his haste. But the bride's mother saw him and this was grievous to her; so
she took from one of the servants two red-hot iron spits and thrust them into the hole through which the prince was looking. The spits ran into his
eyes and put them out and he fell down aswoon and joyance was changed and became mourning and sore concern. See, then, O king," continued
the youth, "the issue of the prince's haste and lack of deliberation, for indeed his haste bequeathed him long repentance and his joy was changed to
mourning; and on like wise was it with the woman who hastened to put out his eyes and deliberated not. All this was the doing of haste; wherefore
it behoveth the king not to be hasty in putting me to death, for that I am under the grasp of his hand, and what time soever thou desirest my
slaughter, it shall not escape [thee].".? ? ? ? ? To me your rigour love-delight, your distance nearness is; Ay, your injustice equity, and eke your
wrath consent..? ? ? ? ? Saying, "Thy fill of union take; no spy is there on us, Whom we should fear, nor yet reproach our gladness may abate.".? ?
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? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story ii.Abbaside, Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih the, i. 183..? ? ? ? ? The starry arrows of her looks
she darts above her veil; They hit and never miss the mark, though from afar they fare..? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxlix.It befell one day that he
entered a certain city and sold somewhat that was with him of merchandise and got him friends of the merchants of the place and fell to sitting with
them and entertaining them and inviting them to his lodging and his assembly, whilst they also invited him to their houses. On this wise he abode a
long while, till he was minded to leave the city; and this was bruited abroad among his friends, who were concerned for parting from him. Then he
betook himself to him of them, who was the richest of them in substance and the most apparent of them in generosity, and sat with him and
borrowed his goods; and when he was about to take leave, he desired him to give him the deposit that he had left with him. 'And what is the
deposit?' asked the merchant. Quoth the sharper, 'It is such a purse, with the thousand dinars therein.' And the merchant said, 'When didst thou give
it me?' 'Extolled be the perfection of God!' replied the sharper. 'Was it not on such a day, by such a token, and thus and thus?' 'I know not of this,'
rejoined the merchant, and words were bandied about between them, whilst the folk [who were present also] disputed together concerning their
affair and their speech, till their voices rose high and the neighbours had knowledge of that which passed between them..? ? ? ? ? I crave none other
than thou for friend, beloved of my heart; So trust in my speech, for the generous are true and trusty still..Then said she to him, 'When the king saw
him and questioned thee of him, what saidst thou to him?' And he answered, 'I said to him, "This is the son of a nurse who belonged to us. We left
him little and he grew up; so I brought him, that he might be servant to the king,"' Quoth she, 'Thou didst well.' And she charged him to be instant
in the service of the prince. As for the king, he redoubled in kindness to the eunuch and appointed the youth a liberal allowance and he abode going
in to the king's house and coming out therefrom and standing in his service, and every day he grew in favour with him; whilst, as for Shah Khatoun,
she used to stand a-watch for him at the windows and balconies and gaze upon him, and she on coals of fire on his account, yet could she not
speak..Meanwhile, his father and mother had gone round about all the islands of the sea in quest of him and his brother, hoping that the sea might
have cast them up, but found no trace of them; so they despaired of finding them and took up their abode in one of the islands. One day, the
merchant, being in the market, saw a broker, and in his hand a boy he was calling for sale, and said in himself, 'I will buy yonder boy, so I may
console myself with him for my sons.' So he bought him and carried him to his house; and when his wife saw him, she cried out and said, 'By
Allah, this is my son!' So his father and mother rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and questioned him of his brother; but he answered, 'The sea
parted us and I knew not what became of him.' Therewith his father and mother consoled themselves with him and on this wise a number of years
passed..? ? ? ? ? Of patience, thy whilom endearments again, That I never to any divulged, nor deny.Meanwhile, the eunuch betook himself, he and
the horsemen, to her father and said to him, "O my lord, the king is beholden to thee for many years' service and thou hast not failed him a day of
the days; and now, behold, he hath taken thy daughter against thy wish and without thy permission." And he related to him what had passed and
how the king had taken her by force. When Isfehend heard the eunuch's story, he was exceeding wroth and assembling many troops, said to them,
"Whenas the king was occupied with his women [and concerned not himself with the affairs of his kingdom], we took no reck of him; but now he
putteth out his hand to our harem; wherefore methinketh we should do well to look us out a place, wherein we may have sanctuary.".O hills of the
sands and the rugged piebald plain, iii. 20..When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept, whilst the old man
wept for her weeping. Then she fell down in a swoon and presently coming to herself, filled the cup and drinking it off, gave the old man to drink,
after which she took the lute and breaking out into song, chanted the following verses:.On the morrow they (199) returned to their place, as of their
wont, and betook themselves to eating and drinking and merry-making and sporting till the last of the day, when Sindbad bade them hearken to his
relation concerning his sixth voyage, the which (quoth he) is of the most extraordinary of pleasant stories and the most startling [for that which it
compriseth] of tribulations and disasters. Then said he,.The company marvelled at this story and said all, 'Woe to the oppressor!' Then came
forward the sixteenth officer and said, 'And I also will tell you a marvellous story, and it is on this wise..Now there was a man of the kinsfolk of the
Khalif [Haroun er Reshid], by name Abdulmelik ben Salih ben Ali ben Abdallah ben el Abbas, (148) who was great of gravity and piety and
decorousness, and Er Reshid was used instantly to require of him that he should keep him company in his carousals and drink with him and had
proffered him, to this end, riches galore, but he still refused. It chanced that this Abdulmelik es Salih came to the door of Jaafer ben Yehya, that he
might bespeak him of certain occasions of his, and the chamberlain, doubting not but he was the Abdulmelik ben Salih aforesaid, whom Jaafer had
charged him admit and that he should suffer none but him to enter, allowed him to go in to his master..? ? ? ? ? Whenas we saw the cup, forthright
we signed to past it round And sun and moon unto our eyes shone sparkling from it straight..Ye chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever new,
iii. 30..? ? ? ? ? The pitcher then of goblets filled full and brimming o'er With limpid wine we plunder, that pass from friend to friend..Relief of
God, Of the Speedy, i. 174..? ? ? ? ? Parting hath sundered us, belov'd; indeed, I stood in dread Of this, whilst yet our happiness in union was
complete..We sat down and I looked at him who had opened the door to us, and behold he was lopped of the hand. I misliked this of him, and when
I had sat a little longer, there entered a man, who filled the lamps in the saloon and lit the candles; and behold, he also was handlopped. Then came
the folk and there entered none except he were lopped of the hand, and indeed the house was full of these. When the assembly was complete, the
host entered and the company rose to him and seated him in the place of honour. Now he was none other than the man who had fetched me, and he
was clad in sumptuous apparel, but his hands were in his sleeves, so that I knew not how it was with them. They brought him food and he ate, he
and the company; after which they washed their hands and the host fell to casting furtive glances at me..When she had made an end of her song, all
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who were present were moved to delight and El Abbas rejoiced in this. Then he bade the second damsel sing somewhat on the like subject. So she
came forward and tuning the strings of her harp, which was of balass ruby, (128) warbled a plaintive air and improvising, sang the following
verses;.? ? ? ? ? b. The Enchanted Youth xxi.? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dcccclxxxiv.[Then they went up to the palace and] the
interpreter went in to Selma and said to her, 'O king of the age, here is an Indian woman, who cometh from the land of Hind, and she hath laid
hands on a young man, a servant, avouching that he is her husband, who hath been missing these two years, and she came not hither but on his
account, and indeed these many days she hath done almsdeeds [in the city]. And here is a man, a cook, who avoucheth that the young man is his
slave.' When the queen heard these words, her entrails quivered and she groaned from an aching heart and called to mind her brother and that which
had betided him. Then she bade those who were about her bring them before her, and when she saw them, she knew her brother and was like to cry
aloud; but her reason restrained her; yet could she not contain herself, but she must needs rise up and sit down. However, she enforced herself unto
patience and said to them, 'Let each of you acquaint me with his case.'.105. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil ccccxix.To return to the king's
daughter of whom the prince went in quest and on whose account he was slain. She had been used to look out from the top of her palace and gaze
on the youth and on his beauty and grace; so she said to her slave-girl one day, 'Harkye! What is come of the troops that were encamped beside my
palace?' Quoth the maid, 'They were the troops of the youth, the king's son of the Persians, who came to demand thee in marriage, and wearied
himself on thine account, but thou hadst no compassion on him.' 'Out on thee!' cried the princess. 'Why didst thou not tell me?' And the damsel
answered, 'I feared thy wrath.' Then she sought an audience of the king her father and said to him, 'By Allah, I will go in quest of him, even as he
came in quest of me; else should I not do him justice.'.Officer's Story, The Tenth, ii. 172.."There was once a man, a merchant, who had a wife and
abundant wealth. He set out one day on a journey with merchandise, leaving his wife big with child, and said to her, 'If it be the will of God the
Most High, I will return before the birth of the child.' Then he took leave of her and setting out, journeyed from country to country till he came to
the court of one of the kings and foregathered with him. Now this king was in need of one who should order his affairs and those of his kingdom
and seeing the merchant well-bred and intelligent, he charged him abide with him and entreated him with honour and munificence. After awhile, he
sought of the king leave to go to his own house, but the latter would not consent to this; whereupon he said to him, 'O king, suffer me go and see
my children and come again.' So he gave him leave for this and took surety of him for his return. Moreover, he gave him a purse, wherein were a
thousand gold dinars, and the merchant embarked in a ship and set sail, intending for his own country..When the king heard these tidings of Aamir,
he sent for him and let bring him before him; and when he entered his presence, he kissed the earth and saluted and showed forth his breeding and
greeted him with the goodliest of compliments. The king bade him raise his head and questioned him of his lord El Abbas; whereupon he
acquainted him with his tidings and told him that which had betided him with King Zuheir and of the army that was become at his commandment
and of the spoil that he had gotten. Moreover, he gave him to know that El Abbas was coming on the morrow, and with him more than fifty
thousand cavaliers, obedient to his commandment. When the king heard his speech, he bade decorate Baghdad and commanded [the inhabitants] to
equip themselves with the richest of their apparel, in honour of the coming of El Abbas. Moreover, he sent to give King El Aziz the glad tidings of
his son's return and acquainted him with that which he had heard from the prince's servant..132. Sindbad the Sailor and Sindbad the Porter
dxxxvi.Fourteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 183..Officer's Story, The Third, ii. 137..Patience, Of the Advantages of, i. 89..NOUREDDIN ALI OF
DAMASCUS AND THE DAMSEL SITT EL MILAH. (1).? ? ? ? ? I'm the crown of every sweet and fragrant weed; When the loved one calls, I
keep the tryst agreed..? ? ? ? ? Whenas he runs, his feet still show like wings, (140) and for the wind When was a rider found, except King Solomon
it were? (141).15. The Cat and the Crow cl.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother xxxiii.As we stood, behold, up came the lady,
and with her a slave-girl. When she saw the young man, she said to him, "Art thou here?" And he answered, "Yes, O my lady." Quoth she, "To-day
I am bidden by this man. Wilt thou go with us?" And he replied, "Yes." Then said she, "Thou hast brought me [hither] against my will and
perforce. Wilt thou go with us in any event?" (184) "Yes, yes," answered he and we fared on, [all three,] till we came to Er Rauzeh and entered the
pavilion. The lady diverted herself awhile with viewing its ordinance and furniture, after which she put off her [walking-]clothes and sat down
[with the young man] in the goodliest and chiefest place. Then I went forth and brought them what they should eat at the first of the day; moreover,
I went out also and fetched them what they should eat at the last of the day and brought them wine and dessert and fruits and flowers. On this wise I
abode in their service, standing on my feet, and she said not unto me, "Sit," nor "Take, eat" nor "Take, drink," what while she and the young man
sat toying and laughing, and he fell to kissing her and pinching her and hopping about upon the ground and laughing..'It is told of a certain doughty
thief, that he used to rob and stop the way by himself upon caravans, and whenever the prefect of police and the magistrates sought him, he would
flee from them and fortify himself in the mountains. Now it befell that a certain man journeyed along the road wherein was the robber in question,
and this man was alone and knew not the perils that beset his way. So the highwayman came out upon him and said to him, "Bring out that which is
with thee, for I mean to slay thee without fail." Quoth the traveller, "Slay me not, but take these saddle-bags and divide [that which is in] them and
take the fourth part [thereof]." And the thief answered, "I will not take aught but the whole." "Take half," rejoined the traveller, "and let me go."
But the robber replied, "I will take nought but the whole, and I will slay thee [to boot]." And the traveller said, "Take it.".Cook, The Lackpenny and
the, i. 9..When Sindbad the Sailor had made an end of his story, he bade his servant give the porter an hundred mithcals of gold and said to him,
"How now, my brother! Hast ever in the world heard of one whom such calamities have betided as have betided me and hath any suffered that
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which I have suffered of afflictions or undergone that which I have undergone of hardships? Wherefore it behoveth that I have these pleasures in
requital of that which I have undergone of travail and humiliations." So the porter came forward and kissing the merchant's hands, said to him, "O
my lord, thou hast indeed suffered grievous perils and hast well deserved these bounteous favours [that God hath vouchsafed thee]. Abide, then, O
my lord, in thy delights and put away from thee [the remembrance of] thy troubles; and may God the Most High crown thine enjoyments with
perfection and accomplish thy days in pleasance until the hour of thine admission [to His mercy]!".154. King Mohammed ben Sebaik and the
Merchant Hassan dcclvi.The king marvelled, he and his company, and praised God the Most High for that he had come thither; after which he
turned to the eunuch and said to him, 'What is this youth thou hast with thee?' 'O king,' answered he, 'this is the son of a nurse who belonged to us
and we left him little. I saw him to-day and his mother said to me, 'Take him with thee.' So I brought him with me, that he might be a servant to the
king, for that he is an adroit and quickwitted youth.' Then the king fared on, he and his company, and the eunuch and the youth with them, what
while he questioned the former of Belehwan and his dealing with his subjects, and he answered, saying, 'As thy head liveth, O king, the folk with
him are in sore straits and not one of them desireth to look on him, gentle or simple.'.When the morning morrowed, they found themselves reduced
to a fourth part of their number and there was not one of them had dismounted from his horse. So they made sure of destruction and Hudheifeh
came out between the ranks (now he was reckoned for a thousand cavaliers) and cried out, saying, "Harkye, my masters of Baghdad! Let none
come forth to me but your Amir, so I may talk with him and he with me; and he shall meet me in single combat and I will meet him, and may he
who is void of offence come off safe!" Then he repeated his speech and said, "Why do I not hear your Amir return me an answer?" But Saad, the
amir of the army of Baghdad, [replied not to him], and indeed his teeth chattered in his head, whenas he heard him summon him to single
combat..Then he took my clothes and washed them and dried them, and put them on me; after which he said to me, "Get thee gone to thy house."
So I returned to my house and he accompanied me, till I came thither, when he said to me, "May God not forsake thee! I am thy friend [such an
one, who used to take of thee goods on credit,] and I am beholden to thee for kindness; but henceforward thou wilt never see me more."'.? ? ? ? ? r.
The Man who saw the Night of Power dxcvi.? ? ? ? ? Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, Midmost its leafage, covered all with green..? ? ?
? ? Who dares with them to cope draws death upon himself; Yea, of the deadly lance incontinent he's slain..There was once, of old days and in
bygone ages and times, a merchant of the merchants of Damascus, by name Aboulhusn, who had money and riches and slaves and slave-girls and
lands and houses and baths; but he was not blessed with a child and indeed his years waxed great; wherefore he addressed himself to supplicate
God the Most High in private and in public and in his inclining and his prostration and at the season of the call to prayer, beseeching Him to
vouchsafe him, before his admittance [to His mercy], a son who should inherit his wealth and possessions; and God answered his prayer. So his
wife conceived and the days of her pregnancy were accomplished and her months and her nights and the pangs of her travail came upon her and she
gave birth to a male child, as he were a piece of the moon. He had not his match for beauty and he put to shame the sun and the resplendent moon;
for he had a shining face and black eyes of Babylonian witchery (2) and aquiline nose and ruby lips; brief, he was perfect of attributes, the loveliest
of the folk of his time, without doubt or gainsaying..When he was gone, the old man bade the trooper wash the kitchen-vessels and made ready
passing goodly food. When the king returned, he set the meat before him, and he tasted food whose like he had never known; whereat he marvelled
and asked who had dressed it. So they acquainted him with the old man's case and he summoned him to his presence and awarded him a handsome
recompense. (207) Moreover, he commanded that they should cook together, he and the cook, and the old man obeyed his commandment..Then the
king assembled his nobles and commons and the astrologers and said to them, 'Know that what God hath graven upon the forehead, be it fair
fortune or calamity, none may avail to efface, and all that is decreed unto a man he must needs abide. Indeed, this my caretaking and my endeavour
profited me nought, for that which God decreed unto my son, he hath abidden and that which He decreed unto me hath betided me. Nevertheless, I
praise God and thank Him for that this was at my son's hand and not at the hand of another, and praised be He for that the kingship is come to my
son!' And he strained the youth to his breast and embraced him and kissed him, saying, 'O my son, this matter was on such a wise, and of my care
and watchfulness over thee from destiny, I lodged thee in that pit; but caretaking availed not.' Then he took the crown of the kingship and set it on
his son's head and caused the folk and the people swear fealty to him and commended the subjects to his care and enjoined him to justice and
equity. And he took leave of him that night and died and his son reigned in his stead..Presently, one of the slave-girls brought him a pair of sandals
wrought with raw silk and green silk and embroidered with red gold, and he took them and put them in his sleeve, whereat the slave cried out and
said, "Allah! Allah! O my lord, these are sandals for the treading of thy feet, so thou mayst enter the draught-house." Aboulhusn was confounded
and shaking the sandals from his sleeve, put them on his feet, whilst the Khalif [well-nigh] died of laughter at him. The slave forewent him to the
house of easance, where he entered and doing his occasion, came out into the chamber, whereupon the slave- girls brought him a basin of gold and
an ewer of silver and poured water on his hands and he made the ablution..So the wicked man attained that which he sought of the vizier and the
case was prolonged till the affairs of the kingdom became disordered, by dint of ill governance, and the most part of the king's empery fell away
from him and he came nigh unto ruin. Therewithal he was certified of the loyalty of his [late] skilful vizier and the excellence of his governance
and the justness of his judgment. So he sent after him and brought him and the wicked man before him and summoning the grandees of his realm
and the chiefs of his state to his presence, gave them leave to talk and dispute and forbade the wicked man from that his lewd opinion. (80) Then
arose that wise and skilful vizier and praised God the Most High and lauded Him and glorified Him and hallowed Him and attested His unity and
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disputed with the wicked man and overcame him and put him to silence; nor did he cease from him till he enforced him to make confession of
repentance [and turning away] from that which he had believed..Now the king had a brother, whom he had imprisoned in that pit of old time, and
he had died [there]; but the folk of the realm thought that he was alive, and when his [supposed] imprisonment grew long, the king's officers used
to talk of this and of the tyranny of the king, and the report spread abroad that the king was a tyrant, wherefore they fell upon him one day and slew
him. Then they sought the well and brought out Abou Sabir therefrom, deeming him the king's brother, for that he was the nearest of folk to him [in
favour] and the likest, and he had been long in the prison. So they doubted not but that he was the prince in question and said to him, 'Reign thou in
thy brother's room, for we have slain him and thou art king in his stead.' But Abou Sabir was silent and spoke not a word; and he knew that this was
the issue of his patience. Then he arose and sitting down on the king's throne, donned the royal raiment and discovered justice and equity and the
affairs [of the realm] prospered [in his hand]; wherefore the folk obeyed him and the people inclined to him and many were his troops..It chanced
one night that the king sallied forth without the city and drank and the wine got the mastery of him and he became drunken. So, of the youth's
fearfulness for him, he said, 'I will keep watch myself over the king this night, seeing that he deserveth this from me, for that which he hath
wrought with me of kindnesses.' So he arose forthright and drawing his sword, stationed himself at the door of the king's pavilion. Now one of the
royal servants saw him standing there, with the drawn sword in his hand, and he was of those who envied him his favour with the king; so he said
to him, 'Why dost thou on this wise at this season and in the like of this place?' Quoth the youth, 'I am keeping watch over the king myself, in
requital of his bounties to me.'.? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dcxvi.? ? ? ? ? Thou left'st unto me, after thee, languor and carefulness; I
lived a life wherein no jot of sweetness I espied..? ? ? ? ? Yea, and black slaves he proffered me and slave-girls big with child And steeds of price,
with splendid arms and trappings rich bedight..The Thirteenth Night of the Month..Awhile after this, two merchants presented themselves to the
king with two horses, and one said, 'I ask a thousand dinars for my horse,' and the other, 'I seek five thousand for mine.' Quoth the cook, 'We have
experienced the old man's just judgment; what deemeth the king of fetching him?' So the king bade fetch him, and when he saw the two horses, he
said, 'This one is worth a thousand and the other two thousand dinars.' Quoth the folk, 'This [horse that thou judgeth the lesser worth] is an evident
thoroughbred and he is younger and swifter and more compact of limb than the other, ay, and finer of head and clearer of skin and colour. What
token, then, hast thou of the truth of thy saying?' And the old man said, 'This ye say is all true, but his sire is old and this other is the son of a young
horse. Now, when the son of an old horse standeth still [to rest,] his breath returneth not to him and his rider falleth into the hand of him who
followeth after him; but the son of a young horse, if thou put him to speed and make him run, [then check him] and alight from off him, thou wilt
find him untired, by reason of his robustness.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? How many an one, with loss of wealth, hath turned mine enemy!.Now, by the
ordinance of God the Most High, a company of thieves fell in upon a caravan hard by that mountain and made prize of that which was with them of
merchandise. Then they betook themselves to the mountain, so they might share their booty, and looking at the foot thereof, espied the gown of
brocade. So they descended, to see what it was, and finding the child wrapped therein and the gold laid at his head, marvelled and said, "Extolled
be the perfection of God! By what wickedness cometh this child here?" Then they divided the money between them and the captain of the thieves
took the boy and made him his son and fed him with sweet milk and dates, till he came to his house, when he appointed him a nurse, who should
rear him..? ? ? ? ? Upon that day my loves my presence did depart;.Officer's Story, the Eighth, ii. 155..? ? ? ? ? From mine own land, to visit thee, I
came at love's command, For all the distance did forbid,'twixt me and thee that spread..? ? ? ? ? a. The Foolish Weaver clii.What strength have I
solicitude and long desire to bear, iii. 20..118. The Jewish Cadi and his Pious Wife cccclxv.Then he sprang up [and going] to the place wherein was
the other half of his good, [took it] and lived with it well; and he swore that he would never again consort with those whom he knew, but would
company only with the stranger nor entertain him but one night and that, whenas it morrowed, he would never know him more. So he fell to sitting
every night on the bridge (7) and looking on every one who passed by him; and if he saw him to be a stranger, he made friends with him and
carried him to his house, where he caroused with him till the morning. Then he dismissed him and would never more salute him nor ever again
drew near unto him neither invited him..Accordingly, he returned to the burial-ground and gave not over going till he stood at the door of the
sepulchre, when he heard El Merouzi say to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a single dirhem of the money!' The other said the like and they were
occupied with contention and mutual revilement and talk. So the thief returned in haste to his fellows, who said, 'What is behind thee?' Quoth he,
'Get you gone and flee for your lives and save yourselves, O fools; for that much people of the dead are come to life and between them are words
and contention.' So the thieves fled, whilst the two sharpers retained to Er Razi's house and made peace with one another and laid the thieves'
purchase to the money they had gotten aforetime and lived a while of time. Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is this rarer or more
marvellous than the story of the four sharpers with the money-changer and the ass.".122. El Hejjaj ben Yousuf and the Pious Man cccclxx.? ? ? ? ?
It rests with him to heal me; and I (a soul he hath Must suffer that which irks it), go saying, in my fear.? ? ? ? ? Would God upon that bitterest day,
when my death calls for me, What's 'twixt thine excrement and blood (50) I still may smell of thee!
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